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EGYPT 





INFORMATION AGENCY HEAD INTERVIEWED 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 10-16 May 86 p 25 


[Interview with Mamduh al-Baltaji, Head of the General Information Agency by 
Hamidah Na'na's; date and place not specified] 


[Text ] The General Information Agency is considered to have the most 
important and politically most sensitive role of the information organizations 
in Egypt. This agency serves as the link between Egypt and the world, and it 
is this agency, in one way or another, that is directly responsible for this 
picture, be it negative or positive. 


The agency was founded in 1954 with the goal of spreading the media message of 
the revolution of 23 July through a group of domestic media centers. But this 
role expanded so that it became an agency equivalent to a ministry of 
information and an institute to measure domestic public opinion, as well as an 
agency to put political decision-makers in Egypt in touch with the pulse of 
the street and its attitudes and ideas, which are supposed to be taken into 
account in any decision that is issued by responsible authorities. 


After the Egyptian Ministry of Information was established, it appropriated a 
number of its internal media functions, but the agency has maintained its role 
in external media affairs. It is this agency that receives foreign reporters 
visiting Egypt, organizes their appointments and interviews, and accredits 
those who request permanent residence as reporters for foreign organizations. 
It supervises the Egyptian press offices in Egyptian embassies abroad, in 
addition to many other different duties, which were explained to us in this 
interview which AL-TADAMUN conducted with the head of this agency, Dr Mamduh 
al-Baltaji. He is acknowledged by the foreign correspondents accredited to 
Cairo as having given them the opportunity to carry out their duties freely 
and responsibly, free of the bureaucratic complications that can restrict 
their movement in other countries of the third world. 


Dr Mamduh al-Baltaji is a first-rate journalist, with a doctorate of laws from 
France, where he worked for years as press counselor to his country's embassy 
in Paris. 


AL-TADAMUN asked him: 

















[Question] How would you define the duties of the General Information Agency 
in Egypt? 


[Answer] The General Information Agency is a political and administrative 
agency. It was founded at the time of the July revolution, and still 
maintains its ties to the ideas and nationalist traditions of this revolution. 
It was established in 1954 to administer a group of domestic press centers 
whose goal was to spread awareness anc political education in the ideas of the 
revolution. Its role then developed to include dissemination of Egypt's media 
message beyond its borders to educate people about the history of Egypt, its 
current situation and its development in the areas of politics, economy, 
society, and culture. This mission is carried out by the agency both at home 
and abroad and can be summarized in the following six points: 


1--Addressing international public opinion and explaining Egypt's positions in 
its foreign policy and those regarding current international issues. We 
achieve this through a network of press offices in 40 capitals that are 
attached to Egyptian diplomatic missions, and not to the Foreign Ministry. 


2--Within Egypt, the agency has responsibility for dealing with permanent and 
visiting foreign correspondents. We have about 300 permanent correspondents, 
and close to 1500 visiting correspondents every year. This number 
demonstrates Cairo's importance as a political and media center in the region. 
It also demonstrates the climate of democratic freedom currently obtained in 
Egypt, giving correspondents, news agencies, and world newspapers’ the 
opportunity to do their work free from pressure of any form or manner. 


3--Domestically, the role of the agency is essentially to disseminate 
political awareness. We are able to accomplish this through 55 press centers 
distributed among the governorates from Aswan to Alexandria, and from al- 
‘Arish to Marsa Matruh. These centers are equipped with all modern 
communications equipment, lecture halls, movie theaters, televisions, 
conference halls, and public libraries. 


4--The Center for Research and Information. This center is under the agency 


and includes a unique library containing all necessary information on Egypt, 
documented by means of the most modern methods (microfilm, computer). 


5--Media production. There is a media production facility connected with the 
agency that publishes books on Egypt and its culture and history. It also 
produces video cassettes for audiovisual use. 


6--The Center for the Analysis and Measurement of Domestic Public Opinion has 
as its role the regular analysis of domestic public opinion. This center also 
analyzes public opinion toward new developments both in Egypt and in the Arab 
world using the most modern methods of analysis. Results are then given to 
political decision makers so that they are fully aware of the views of the man 
in the street when they make any decision. 


To these functions and organizations subordinate to the agency should be added 
the fact that the General Information Agency assumes the important task of 
communications and international relations, first of all in organizing 














relations with friendship organizations and Egyptian emigrants living outside 
the homeland, as well as between these emigrants and their homeland, working 
to keep them in touch with issues involving the homeland, and making available 
to them complete information on events either in Egypt or affecting it. 


{Question ] During the revolt of the central security forces, the “vreign 
correspondents living in Cairo noted that the General Information Agency 
provided them with the assistance necessary to carry out their work. As you 
point out, this freedom helped to convey the true nature and scope of the 
events. Another thing is that it was observed that, for the first time, the 
domestic Egyptian media found the language with which to address the people, 
and strove to present the true facts in treir real scope. How would you 
explain these two facts, which are worthy of some consideration? 


[Answer] During the events involving the central security, the agency formed 
three basic task forces to operate 24 hours in all the domestic media centers. 
Their goal was to follow the events in Egypt firsthand, and then to monitor 
the details, information and ramifications, to give them to a media operations 
room formed in the agency for this purpose. The purpose of this operations 
room was to analyze public opinion and study the questions and attitudes that 
arose around it as well as to clarify the reasons behind it, be they economic 
or political. 


The results of our work went first and foremost to the political decision 
makers to help them arrive at decisions that are appropriate to the nature and 
scope of the events. As a result of our research, we observed that the 
Egyptian people sided consciously with the law. 


Dr Baltaji added: 


With regard to the relationship with the foreign media or their 
representatives in Egypt, I do not think that this was the first time that we 
allowed media representatives to do their jobs freely. For us this is a basic 
principle, and furthermore, during the events, we formed a task force whose 
role was to monitor and analyze what was written in the foreign press and what 
was broadcast in radio and television. Our intent in this monitoring was not 
to censor foreign reporters, but rather to correct the information of anyone 
who might have been in error by giving him the opportunity to move freely and 
establish contact with people. 


[Question] You went yourself ona trip to Europe immediately after the 
events, to England, West Germany, and France, during which you met with dozens 
of media organizations and the editors-in-chief of Arab magazines published 
abroad. Was this trip in order to correct the media picture or to provide new 
information? 


[Answer] Our media offices abroad did their jobs and worked quite intensively 
during the central security events. The purpose of my own trip was to 
establish direct contact with those who formulate media policy, which is a new 
and more dynamic kind of task in foreign media relations. It has now’ become 
part of modern international relations and represents a distinctive area in 














the process of international interactions. During my trip I met with 34 
editors-in-chief and press leaders in London, 17 other leaders in Germany, and 
40 leaders in France. 


[Question] The central security crisis has now ended. Do you think that it 
will have future effects on the situation in Egypt? 


[Answer ] I do not think so because there is one thing that has become firmly 
established and clear in Egypt and that is the democratic reality, which gives 
all sectors of the population the chance to express their opinion freely under 
the protection of the constitution. The central security events and their 
effects have confirmed that this democracy is the strong and secure basis from 
which Egypt and its future course will develop. In economic and social terms 
it is clear that this momentous event did not pass without leaving indications 
that serious and in-depth attention is now being given to the economic 
problem. Political leaders and President Mubarak personally are well aware of 
the reasons, dimensions and results of the crisis, and that was clearly 
evident in the president's speech, which he gave after the events before the 
People's Assembly. He left the issue of investigation into the events and 
prosecution to the courts. 
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STUDENTS DISCUSS UNIVERSITY EDUCATION 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 10-16 May 86 pp 52-53 


[Interview with Egyptian university students in Cairo by ‘Adil al-Jawjari; 
date not specified] 


[Text] In the more than 30 years since the revolution in Egypt, their numbers 
have doubled dozens of times and their outlook on life, the future, and the 
world has changed. 


When AL-TADAMUN met with dozens of them in the universities of Egypt, we asked 
them one question: What do young peopie in the universities reject in the 
society, and what do they dream of? 


We listened to dozens of answers, some of them relating to life in general and 
some of them relating to problems in particular. The voices and problems 
varied, so that it became difficult to find a well-defined a-swer to the 
question "What do young people reject, and what do they dream o. ?" 


The first moments were the most difficult part of the excursion made by AL- 
TADAMUN with the young university students. Scme of them were reluctant to 
talk and others refused to allow their thoughts to be turned into--in their 
words--material for the consumption of the press. 


But this refusal itself was a very appropriate point from which to start a 
long conversation with them. 


It started with university education and their disapproval of its form, style, 
and results. 


The student Nasr Abu-al-Hasan (Hulwan Technical): 


"First of all, I refuse to talk about university education as a sequence 
Separate from the other stages of education, or the whole social fabric 
because any deficiencies in university education are a reflection of factors 
in the society. If we concede that, then we can say that education in Egypt 
and the economic development plans are worlds apart. This is nothing new and 
can be seen quite simply by looking at the hidden unemployment in most 
government offices. The university accepts large numbers of people without 
any consideration given to how to answer the question: '‘'For whon is_ the 

















university preparing them and are there roles for graduates to carry out?' 
Learning in Egypt has no future." 


The student 'Isam al-Namarsi (University of Cairo) adds: 


"The university student in the professional schools, like engineering, 
medicine, and sciences, suffers from shortages in everything, especially in 
the regional universities, which usually open with inadequate equipment and 
experimental laboratories. It is clear that the university degree is a kind 
of permit without which one cannot enjoy the respect of society. If anyone 
tries to talk about overcoming the shortages in the technical professions, we 
always run up against the lack of resources and planning, to the point that 
graduates of the agricultural school work in government offices, while the 
agricultural land remains without agricultural engineers." 


The student Nahad ‘Abd-al-Wahhab (Technical Institute in Zaqaziq) thinks that 
the problem of young people in the university lies in the method of assigning 
students to the universities, which is based on the grades the student 
received in the secondary school examination, without the slightest 
consideration for any special capabilities and talents. "That is why I 
entered the technical institute to study mathematics and statistics, even 
though I love literature and philosophy. So I will always have difficulty in 
my years at the university because the university assignments are badly done." 


In the regional universities, far away from the hubbub of Cairo, the students 
talk about the "professor on the fly" or the "traveling professor," whose 
duties are limited to conveying information for a specific period of time, 
after which he returns to the capital or to his original university, because 
he does not live in the area. The result is that the spiritual relationship 
between professor and student disappears. 


The student Musa al-Khadri (University of Cairo) sheds some light on this 
phenomenon: 


"The university professor measures his time with a ruler, believing that there 
has to be a return on every minute. Now he would not be willing to sacrifice 
his time for the sake of a strong relationship with his students. There is 
always an office or clinic waiting for him in the afternoon, or a consulting 
job, and this is all more important than a warm relationship with the 
students." 


One of the students tried to attribute the detachment between professor and 
student to the "type" of university professor that one now finds. According 
to this student, he would have been a student who lived among books without 
any other concerns. Consequently, he views anything that he does other than 
study and research as a kind of amusewent. Meanwhile, students are looking 
for a professor who holds a point of view or position. 


The strongest words were heard during the discussion of student unions and the 
university security force. 























One of them said: "Most of the student unions are concerned with elections and 
are only good at talking." 


Another said: "The student union is not simply a union, but should also be 
given the opportunity to allow students to get involved politically. 


The student Zaki Fu'ad ('Ayn Shams University) said: 


"The existence of a faculty supervisor places the union under guardianship, 
even though students are not minors. Furthermore, the university security 
force should be eliminated and the regulations governing students should be 
amended so that we can say that the university is autonomous." 


A discussion of the universities would not be complete without including the 
"coed," the "Egyptian girl," and how she is viewed by her fellow students. 


The student Hasan Fu'ad (al-Azhar University) said: 


"The Egyptian girl is skilled at the art of maintaining a balance. She does 
not fall in love, but rather weighs and measures, then she dons the garments 
of love according to her choosing, and when she marries she starts to act like 
a partner ina capital investment. Then she raises the slogan ‘I can do 
whatever you do', and under this slogan she loses her femininity." 


"The Egyptian girl is still limited in her attitudes and cultural 
development." This is the opinion of al-Suba'i Shaddad (medical school, al- 
Zaqaziq). He adds: "She studies so she can get the most profitable marriage 
option." 


Another student gives his opinion: "For the most part the Egyptian girl loves 
her fellow student because he helps her with her studies and explains the 
Subject matter, until "Mr Right" comes along, at which point she abandons 
everything because marrying into wealth is the focal point of her life." 


This sharply critical depiction of the Egyptian girl was not the only one. 


The student 'Abd-al-Nasir Dassuqi (naval shipyard, Alexandria) said: "I 
disapprove of the narrow-mindedness that you will sometimes find in Egyptian 
girls and the fact that they are also not aggressive enough in demanding their 
rights without going beyond the bounds of tradition." 


The student Mamduh Mutawalli, meanwhile, thinks that girls in the university 
have become partners to their fellow students in everything, from classes to 
demonstrations. This is a reflection of her raised consciousness and the fact 
that she has not been influenced by the values of the new liberalism. 


These are some of the opinions of Egyptian girls. But what do girls have to 
Say about their male fellow students who sit next to them at the university? 


Amani Mahdi 'Abd-al-Tawwab (business, ‘Ayn Shams): "Young men in Egypt are 
quick to make accusations without careful study. I object to their spreading 




















doubts and I refuse to accept their attempt to put all the responsibility on 
the girls." 


'Azzah ‘Abd-al-Wahhab al-Hanafi has a different opinion: 


"I object to the fact that young Egyptian men believe in one principle and 
proclaim another. They call for progressivism and emancipation, while 
concealing within them a very reactionary personality. It is difficult for a 
girl to find a man who possesses awareness and strength of personality and 
believes in what he does." 


Sawsan 'Abd-al-Malik (literature, al-Azhar) said: 


"I would not marry a fellow student from the university because they are not 
mature enough. Love without marriage is a game for children. 


When the conversation turned to the media (especially newspapers and 
Magazines), I was surprised by a torrent of attacks, beginning with the 
question, "Do journalists ever have to worry about shortages of matches and 
soap?" 


It ended with "The strangest thing you could read in the Egyptian papers is 
how they suddenly criticize a principle they have been praising for years." 


The only voice to treat the Egyptian media kindly was that of the student 
Najwa 'Abd-al-Hamid (literature, Zaqaziq). She said: 


"This is perhaps the first time that the Egyptian media have reported events 
completely, without adding or deleting anything. This happened during the 
revolt of the central security forces, in which a large group of Egyptian 
journalists participated in coverage of the events, and reported the complete 
picture without treating it as politically sensitive. 


Comments on the arts differed from those on the media, as expressed by Tariq 
al-Balqini, of the Faculty of Communications at Cairo University, who said: 


"The Egyptian cinema is not aware that I exist, so I am not particularly drawn 
to it. It depicts a university graduate who owns a villa and a car and 
suffers from the disorders of the affluent." 

The excursion ends, and with it the discussion, leaving the question: 


"What kind of future are these people planning?" 


The answer: There is no place for the future in the universities. 


CSO 4504/315 
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UMMA PARTY OFFICIAL DISCUSSES DOMESTIC, FOREIGN PROBLEMS 
Al-Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 15 Jul 86 p 13 
[Interview with al-Sadiq Ya'qub Abu Nafisah; date and place not specified] 


[Text] Dr al-Sadiq Ya'qub Abu Nafisah, a member of the Central Committee of 
the Sudanese Umma Party, visited AL-Khalij for a wide-ranging discussion 
about his scholarly dissertation on "American Interests in the Red Sea 
Region After the Seventies" for which he was awarded a doctorate from Durham 
University in Britain. 


The discussion was broadened to embrace the current political situation in the 
Sudan. It was an attempt to understand Dr Abu Nafisah's views on the struggle 
now going on in the region and on Sudan's position on it in light of the 
scientific conclusions drawn from his dissertation in the field of political 
geography. Two colleagues, Fu'ad Zaydan and Muhammad al-Sa'id Idris, 
interviewed him. 


Here is the text of the interview. 


Abu Nafisah began by thanking AL-KHALIJ. He said: I consider this meeting 

a historic turning point in my life. I got to know AL-KHALIJ while I was in 
the West, in Britain. From time to time I came upon a copy and felt that it 
throbbed with the pulse beat and feelings of every Arab. As an Arab and as a 
Muslim I undoubtedly found a great deal of breathing space in it. I observed 
that AL-KHALIJ discusses Arab issues boldly and courageously, a commendable 
policy. I also observed that it discusses Sudan with great honesty and 
earnestness, showing interest in and concern for what is happening in the 
country. This has pleased me very much. 


By way of getting acquainted, may I say that it is difficult for a person to 
speak about himself, but I'll try. My name is al-Sadiq Ya'qub Abu Nafisah. 

I am a Sudanese by nationality and was born on Aba Islamd, an important place 
in Sudanese history where the sparks of the Mahdist revolt were first struck 
in 1881. After completing my secondary education I worked as a teacher and at 
the same time attended night school. I was able to enter Khartoum University. 
As soon as the May regime attacked the government, I plunged into political 
life, especially after the island was assaulted and the Ansar and Umma parties 
fought against each other. All this brought about a radical change in my life 











since I carried on political work as a member of the Umma Party while at the 
university. I am a member of the Umma Party by birth, practice, faith, and 
principles. After graduating from the university, I went abroad to Britain 
where I joined the Sudanese resistance movement. 


[Question] We should like to know the basic thinking behind your research 
and the reason why you chose a subject that falls within the speciality of 
political geography. What is the connection between this subject and your 
role as a politician and Umma Party man? 


‘Answer] Two things led me to choose this subject. First, as someone involved 
in politics, I have to continue with the task. Second, inasmuch as I belong 

to the Umma Party and come from a region whose people received no education 

in the past, I decided to go on with studies beyond the university level in 
order to share with my brothers on Aba Island or in the party a gift that 

might propel the party in a scientific direction with regard to policy. I 
regarded it as my duty to emphasize the political approach in my research. 


The choice of geography was due to my conviction that everything that moves in 
this world and interacts with events basically involves geography. I also 
decided that the subject of my research should reflect the struggle going on 
in the region of which we are a part since the great powers control the course 
of events. I therefore combined geography and politics in my chosen subject, 
i.e., a study of American interests ir the Red Sea region after the 1970's. 

I did so for a number of reasons, the most important being the struggle for 
Arab oil. The study focused on three American interests involving the Red 

Sea region, i.e., oil, navigation, and the political stability of the 
countries of the region. 


[Question] How have these three American interests affected the American 
approach to Sudan? What are their effects on Sudanese policy? 


[Answer] With respect to oil, we find that they are concentrated mainly in 
the Arabian Gulf and Gulf of Suez. The American administration has concen- 
trated on the Red Sea region to protect its oil interests. If American 
concern about Gulf oil in the past was limited to the desire for it to 
continue to flow and at a reasonable price for its Western European allies and 
Japan, recent developments in production, high production costs, and the 

size of the reserves have made the Americans even more interested in Gulf oil 
because of their low reserves and the low reserves of most Latin American 
countries, not to mention the high production costs in these countries 
compared with the low costs in the Gulf. Hence Gulf oil is increasing in 
importance both for American itself and for its allies in Western Europe and 


Japan. 


[Question] Is the United States involved in the current OPEC crisis? Was 
Washington behind the rise in oil prices in the 1970's? If so, why? 


[Answer] For years now, and from what I read in the course of my research, I 
have noted an obvious fact, namely, America and its allies have a plan to 
weaken OPEC's unity. This is now evident in the organization's failure to 
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agree on a production ceiling, a failure that will affect OPEC's unity and may 
achieve Washington's goal of weakening it. I believe this requires the Arab 
oil-producing states to have a long-range strategy to protect its interests 
against American designs. 


[Question] As for American interest in the political stability of the Red 
Sea region, what does such stability mean? How do the American decision 
makers view it? 


[Answer] The American notion of political stability in the region is an 
evolving and shifting one and dependent on their strategy in the region. The 
America before World War Two is not the same as the post-war America. It 
became more powerful and influential, and Washington was not inclined to hear 
anyone say no to it. 


Starting from the mid-fifties through the early seventies and with the 
appearance of the national liberation movement, the growth of the spirit of 
nationalism in the Arab world after the 23 July revolution in Egypt and the 
role of Jamal ‘Abd al-Nasir, and the progress of the national liberation 
movement on the international scene, Washington was confronted with challenges 
of a new kind. It regarded the growth of the national liberation movement as 
a challenge to its interests in seeking to force the Arabs to accept American 
hegemony. 


Herein lies the notion of political stability that America desires in the 
region. It desires a situation that allows it to exploit, without opposition, 
the wealth and resources of the region. It desires a situation that allows 

it to do whatever it wishes without opposition and without concern for the 
interests of the peoples living in the region. This may have been what led 
the United States into numerous confrontations with many countries of the 
region. It is also responsible for America's losses in many of these 
countries because it tried to impose the notion by all kinds of illegal 

means, 


Washington used many methods--some visible, some invisible--of achieving this 
goal of domination and exerting its influence on the peoples of the region. 
They include what the American intelligence agencies did, what the American 
bases in some of the countries are doing, and what the Zionists are doing, 
i.e., engaging in terrorism by proxy. 


This "Israeli" role is extremely important and should be studied more closely 
because Washington has relied in recent years mainly on the Zionist entity as 
a strike force to promote its interests in the region. Zionist terrorist and 
Israeli expansion at the expense of Arab land and interests were behind the 
Arabs rushing to Washington in the hope of halting this expansion and this 
terrorism. 


The clearest example of the effect of Zionist terrorism in driving the Arabs 
to Washington was Sadat's signing of the Camp David accords, for it was 
Israeli terrorism that led Sadat to seek a peaceful solution and made him 
assert that 99 percent of the cards for the solution were in Washington's 
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hands. In the hope of achieving peace Sadat rushed to America and accepted 
the Camp David accords with all their serious adverse consequences. 


As for the notion of stability, it reflects the interests of every country. A 
ruler's notion may differ from that of the ordinary citizen. It depends on 
the nature of the regime in power. In an effort to achieve a stability that 
will ensure the protection of its interests, the United States tries to tinker 
with the political balance within the countries involved. I think America 

has frequently failed in this respect, resulting in the aborting of its 
policies in more than one place. This happened in Ethiopia in 1974 as well 

as in Iran in 1979. The game of balances was also unsuccessful in Sudan in 
1984 and in Central America too. It relied sometimes on a policy of supporting 
dictators and at other times on a policy of creating tension in neighboring 
regions, failing in both cases. 


It is curious that most of the American decisions concerning stabilty in 
many countries were based on faulty reports and information hastily obt7vzined 
by congressional committees. They generally contain facts in conflict with 
reality and often produce unhappy surprises for the American decision makers. 


Besides relying on hastily obtained information, the Americans are not used 
to thinking geographically, that is, they are not influenced by geographical 
factors. If they were, they would not have pursued the faulty policies they 
followed, for example, in Iran and toward a number of Arab countries. I do 
not mean geographical thinking with respect only to location but also to 
linguistic, religious, radical, cultural, and economic intervention. All of 
these elements create facts derived from the nature of the place that are 
frequently absent from the minds of the American decision makers. This is 
one of the main causes of the setbacks suffered by American foreign policy in 
past years. 


[Question] According to this analysis, where is Sudan's place in relation to 
the Red Sea region, Africa, and the Arab world? 


[Answer] God bestowed upon Sudan an excellent location which, however, is the 
cause of many of the problems facing the country. Sudan is bounded by eight 
countries, or nine if Saudi Arabia is considered a neighboring country, and 
the Red Sea is not a barrier. The nine consist of three Arab countries 
(Egypt, Libya, and Saudi Arabia) and six purely African countries. Most of 
them are Muslim and some have a mixture of Islam and Christianity. 


This location frequently affected the internal makeup of the Sudan and its 
cultural heritage. The country has both an Arab and an African heritage. It 
has an Arab Islamic heritage. 


The location influences Sudan. As a Red Sea country, its Arab role is 
definitely larger than its African role. The Arab role is bound up with its 
Arab heritage and with the role that the Red Sea plays in its economy. 


By virtue of its geography, Sudan needs a balanced policy that relies on 
neighborliness and respect for borders and that takes into account the critical 
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character of its location between a large number of countries. However, if 
this critical character could be skillfully exploited, Sudan would make a 
major and effective contribution to the policies of the region, thereby 
greatly benefiting it and its neighbors. 


As for the iocation from the Arab standpoint, Sudan is qualified to play a 
leading role in Arab solidarity. This matter is not unusual for Sudan as 
long as it can refrain from acting as a party to any dispute. For Sudan to 
play this role competently, the Arab countries must promote the experiment 
with democracy now under way in Sudan and cooperate with it in strengthening 
the roots of democracy and overcoming the internal and external challenges to 
the experiment. 


With regard to the African sphere, I believe that here too Sudan is qualified 
to play a prominent role because of its relations with its neighbors and its 
African heritage. It can thus serve as the Arab front in Africa. 


[Question] What are the effects of political geography and the Red Sea on 
Sudan's foreign policy and internal situation? 


[Answer] We have already spoken at length about political geography and 
concluded that Sudan's location from both the Arab and the African standpoints 
and diversity of relations with its neighbors require it to maintain a balance 
in its policies and relations that takes into account its geographical 
character. 


[Question] What are the challenges to this role that Sudan can perform or 
prevent it from succeeding in achieving a balance in its relations? 


[Answer] Owing to its excellent location in the middle of the African 
continent and to its being an Arab country, Sudan is a main target of the 
United States because the role that Sudan can play in supporting the African 
national liberation movement is incompatible with American interests, which 
are aimed at shattering the notions of Arab unity and African unity and 
emptying them of their meaning. 


Under these circumstances where the United States is making a strong and 
fierce dash forward, it sees the possibility of its interests suffering from 
the strengthening of democracy in Sudan. Hence it will not stand with arms 
folded and will do everything it can to undermine the experiment and prevent 
its successful completion either by the army or by some other means. 


[Question] What are the effects of the American concept of Red Sea security 
on the democratic experiment in Sudan? 


[Answer] The American desire to impose their influence, control, and hegemony 
over most of the countries of the world is in conflict with the existence of 
enlightened conscious opinion in these countries. Sudanese democracy is thus 
in conflict with American interests and designs in the Red Sea region. 


American discomfort with the democratic experiment in Sudan is clear. An 
example of this is their fear of the restoration of Libyan-Sudanese relations 

















and the threat to cut off aid to Sudan because of relations between the new 
Sudan and Libya. They also fear that the infection of Sudanese democracy 
will spread to North Africa and Ethiopia or to the eastern Red Sea and the 
other countries adjacent to Sudan. 


America is also afraid of the influence of the current democratic regime 

in Sudan on Egypt where the Sudan in Numayri's time was regarded as providing 
strategic depth for Egypt from the standpoint of purely American interests, 
not from the Egyptian Sudanese standpoint that serves the interests of the 
Arab peoples. Sudan does indeed provide strategic depth for Egypt but without 
serving American interests. When events began to move in Sudan, America 
became disturbed by the possibility of an Ethiopian-Sudanese-Libyan axis 
forming against Egypt. It therefore fought the Sudanese democratic experiment. 


However, the Sudanese street was aware of everything. When demonstrations 
broke out, there were slogans of "Down with America." We never heard shouts 
of “Down with Egypt." Moreover, the demonstrators marched to the American 
embassy, never to the Egyptian embassy. 


Bacause of the democratic consciousness there is no longer any Sudanese who 

is willing to go along with America. Immediately after the revolution brother 
al-Sadiq al-Mahdi demanded total abandonment of Sudan's role in the Falasha 
exodus operation carried out under the Numayri regime. He also demanded that 
Sudan cease to participate in the centralized American force previously known 
as the Rapid Deployment Force. 


Thus, the Sudanese experiment with democracy is in danger from America because 
the Sudanese people, who for two decades were able to accomplish a great 

deal, present a threat to American interests. Hence the increasing number of 
plots against them. Despite all these challenges, however, we will continue 
the experiment and Sudan will adhere to a balanced foreign policy and reject 
subordination. Sudan will espouse all the noble, honorable, and free Arab 
positions. This is the plan of Sudan which it will not bargain over nor will 
the present Sudanese leaders bargain over it. The plan combines Arab and 
African feelings and will remain distant from any imperialist axis. 


[Question] What do you think of the recent statements by the army commander- 
in-chief in which he hinted at the possibility of the army returning to power? 


[Answer] If true, they simply represent one of the fears and dangers 
corfronting the democratic experiment in Sudan, and I was very unhappy to hear 
them. The commander-in-chief should have re-examined the political situation 
in Sudan and the Arab world as well as the earlier experiments which 
demonstrated the inability of the army to solve our fundamental problems, 
especially that of the south. The army which seized power in 1969 was 
responsible for the south being the problem that it is today. The statements 
referred to will only make it more complicated because John Garang is basing 
his policy of opposition mainly on the existence of army rule. 


Attacking the democratic experiment and hinting at the possibility of the 
army returning serve the Zionist and American schemes as well as the interests 
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of parasitic Sudanese forces that have linked their interests with foreign 
interests. 


[Question] What are the causes of the present tension between the Islamic 
Front and the Sudanese government? 


[Answer] Truth to tell, we were wishing for the elections to produce better 
results than what they did. They are largely responsible for what is now 
happening in Sudan, chiefly, the difficulty of forming a government from 

many forces. They have greatly enhanced the importance of the Islamic Front, 
which revealed its desire to participate in the government. Indeed, it worked 
to create a coalition with other parties to form the government. 


We were expecting the opposition led by the Islamic Front to rise to meet the 
challenges facing the country on many levels. It is my personal opinion that 
the course now being followed by the opposition is against democracy. This 

may be the reason that questions are asked as to whether the absence of 
democracy is more advantageous to the Islamic Front than its presence. I think 
it is probably in the front's interest that there be democracy in the country 
until it has a better opportunity to grow. It has in fact benefited greatly 
from the previous democratic regime. 


I believe the current situation in Sudan has become critical, both that between 
the government and the internal opposition and that between the government and 
the external opposition. The government is now facing two oppositions, 
domestic and foreign. The internal opposition represented mainly by the 
Islamic Front should have helped the government and supported it in its attempt 
to persuade the foreign opposition to reach a solution. What the Islamic 

Front is now doing is like throwing a lot of oil on the fire. This role 
benefits the enemies of democracy at home and abroad. 


[Question] What are the causes of the dispute with the Sudanese opposition 
over the southern question, the September laws, and regional relations? 


[A.swer] The current opposition was part of the group that brought the south 
to where it is today. The Islamic Front cannot deny that. Our view (as a 
national party) of the southern problem, as expressed by brother al-Sadiq 
al-Mahdi, is that the opposition represented by John Garang is no longer 
justified. This was at a time when al-Sadiq announced his assessment of the 
role performed by Garang as an anti-Numayri resistance movement. 


After the fall of Numayri and in light of the rising popular tide and 
democratic regime, we as a national party believe Garang must return to Sudan, 
for democracy exists and the parties of the south have taken part in the 
elections. Garang's claims in opposing the transitional government on the 
grounds that it is a military government are no longer justified. 


In all the mediation efforts made with Garang we proposed a peaceful solution, 
either by a conference like Koka-dam or by what preceded or followed it. The 
Umma Party and its leaders are proud of having offered to hold a constitutional 
congress to deal radically with Sudan's problems such as relations between 


15 

















the north and the south, the nature of the government in the south, economic 
policies, the status of the army and policy, and foreign policy. 


It is the Umma Party's view that the southern issue cannot be dealt with 
separately from other issues. This cannot be done unless a constitutional 
congress is held, and Garang must take part in it. The Umma Party does not 
want to repeat the experience of dealing with the southern issue, a domestic 
Sudanese issue, from abroad, as was the case with the Addis Ababa agreement. 


The government insists on holding a constitutional congress whether or not 
Garang participates because most of the parties in the south will attend. 
These parties trust what the Umma Party proposed. While the government is 
devoted to reaching a peaceful soiution to the southern prublem, at the same 
time it is determined both to protect the lives of its citizens through its 
military readiness to repel any aggression and to achieve stability and 
security in the south. 


Regarding the September laws, we must remember that the Islamic Front 
previously announced its readiness to come to an agreement about them. This 
was its position at the time when efforts were under way to form a coalition 
government in order to attract the parties of the south. However, before 

the elections the front's position was one of strict adherence to these laws, 
which everyone regards as a disgrace, and against Islam because they are 
against justice and equality. 


The demand to repeal these laws does not mean the opening of bars, brothels, 
and ugly affairs. However, the Umma Party his put forward a truely Islamic 
proposal that provides for restoring to Islam its standing in the Sudan...the 
true Islam and not the Islam of the interest promoted by the Islamic Front 
led by Dr Hasan al-Turabi, head of the Muslim Brotherhood, which has made 
Islam a means of coming to power. 


I hope that the Muslim Brotherhood and others all over the Arab world who 
have the welfare of Sudan at heart realize that their cooperation with 
al-Turabi group is not in the interest of Islam. 


[Question] What is the view of the Umma Party and of the Sudanese government 
on the connection between democracy and stability? And what democratic 

method should the government follow in its relations with other political 
forces and parties to maintain stability? 


[Answer] First, it should be remembered that throughout the last years of 
rule since Sudan gained its independence we had no more than 6 years of 
experience with democracy. Second, democracy does not mean the absence of 
disputes; it is wrong to think so. Nor does it mean that no mistakes are 
made in governing because to make mistakes is natural. Every country 
anchored in modern democratic principles has lived through bitter tribula- 
tions before arriving at what it is today. Moreover, democracy is developing 
in form. For example, democracy as it now exists in America is not what it 
was 200 years ago. 
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If the Sudanese political parties erred in the past in their democratic 
practices, this is not a justification for the army to intervene in political 
affairs and impose a dictatorship. The present democratic experiment in 
Sudan is endangered by internal forces as well as by foreign forces that 

fear their interests will be adversely affected by it. 


However, this does not mean condoning the mistakes made by the parties in 
democratic practices such as disregarding regional participation in making the 
government reflect the wishes of the north but not those of the south. This 
results in feelings of injustice and provoke some to urge the army to inter- 
vene against the democratic regime. We must be fully conscious of this one. 


There is also the problem of the partisan forces representing trade unions, 
educational institutions, and trade union organizations. These forces are 
favored in the election laws [text unclear] discrimination against democracy, 
which insists that each person have one vote and that everybody have the 

same voting power in the election process. How can 1 deputy come to parlia- 
ment elected by 150,000 or 200,000 votes and another elected by only 50 votes? 
This happens only because of the continuation of the Elections must there- 
fore be based on a single principle, geographic division, and not on the 
acceptance of a group division with a geographic division. 


As for abolishing the Communist Party, an undemocratic step that the parties 
took between 1958 and 1964, I do not believe Western democracy is a shirt that 
must be worn, for the system of government must originate from the nature of 
the state and the people. The existence of differences of opinion regarding 
practical application is no more indicative of its nature than, for example, 
the disputes between the European Communist Parties and the Soviet Communist 
Party. As an Islamic state, Sudan must take into account the feelings of the 
people. I do not say or demand that the communists be deprived of an organi- 
zational existence. However, if public opinion crystallizes in favor of 
rejecting their existence, it should be honored. What the Sudanese people 
decide must be honored, whether it concerns the Communist Party, the Umma 
Party, or any other party. I believe the Communist Party has a right to 
coexist in a pluralist democracy. 


[Question] What will the Umma Party and the government do to bring about 
wider political participation and achieve stability? 


[Answer] The Umma Party is obliged by its electoral programs to make Islam 
the principal source of legislation, implement democracy and guarantee 
individual freedoms, revive the economy, and resolve the economic crisis. 
Sudan is likely to fragment without democracy because its structure is not 
homogeneous, either racially, religiously, or even climate-wise. There are 

a great many needs and demands, and democracy is the only way to satisfy them. 
There is no substitute for democracy in the eyes of the Umma Party, which 

has suffered from the absence of democracy more than any other party. 


The second point is the stimulation of the economy which is in dire straits. 
Agriculture will receive more attention and interest so that Sudan can satisfy 
its needs and help others. 











Thus, the stability that Sudan seeks can be obtained by democracy and a 
revival of the economy. The preservation of democracy requires political 
stability with a guarantee of individual freedoms and the achievement of 
security, particularly the security of the south. 
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SUDAN 


REPORTAGE ON SPLA ACTIVITIES 
Rumbek Ammunition, Stores Hit 


EA202101 (Clandestine) Radio of the Sudanese People's Liberation Army 
in English 1300 GMT 20 Aug 86 


[Excerpt] SPLA forces of Zalan Battalion under overall command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Bona Abang Dhol and under direct command of Major Andrew 
(Anib Alid) heavily shelled Rumbek garrison on 15 August 1986. ‘Two 
ammunition and food stores were destroyed. One petrol tank and one water 
tank were destroyed. One (Gromov) heavy machine gun and many buildings 

in the garrison were also destroyed. 


Upper Nile Militia Clashes 


EA181642 (Clandestine) Radio of the Sudanese People's Liberation Army 
in English 1300 GMT 18 Aug 86 


[Excerpt] More than 20 government militia known as Murahilin have been 
killed and many others wounded in clashes with SPLA forces of Mazlum 
battalion under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Daniel Deng Alonye in 
(Mabeig) area on 13 August 1986. 


According to our correspondent in northern Upper Nile, Mazlum also raided 
the enemy positions in Pawer area and killed seven enemy soldiers and 
captured five prisoners of war. Three from Plata, one from Maban and 
another one from Equatoria. Three rifles were also captured, one AKM 
and two G-3 rifles in addition to two bicycles. 


Ar Rank Garrison Shelled 


EA151700 (Clandestine) Radio of the Sudanese People's Liberation Army 
in English 1300 GMT 15 Aug 86 


[Excerpt] SPLA forces of Mazlum Battalion shelled theenemy garrison of 
Ar Rank on 14 August 1986 killing an enemy officer with the rank of 
captian, four soldiers and two members of the artillery force. The 
operation in which 14 other enemy soldiers were injured came in the wake 














of SPLA occupation of the enemy combat outpost at Payiwere 2 miles from 
Ar Rank after shelling. Payiwere is now under SPLA control after the enemy 


was forced to desert it. 


Our correspondent in the area says that an enemy officer who has not been 
identified yet escaped northwards during the operation. The HQ of the 
government militia (commonly referred to as the Murahilin) in Ar Rank was 
also raided by Mazlum Battalion. Enemy casualties in the attack totalled 
14 dead and many injured. 


Troops Near Bor Attacked 


EA181637 (Clandestine) Radio of the Sudanese People's Liberation Army 
in English 1300 GMT 18 Aug 86 


[Excerpt] SPLA forces of Akwila Manyon task force under the command of 
Captain Jack Deng Magor have launched a fresh offensive on the enemy 
troops at Langbar [about 3 miles north of Bor] in Bor on 13 August 1986. 
Correspondent for the Radio SPLA in Bor says that this latest attack on 
the enemy resulted in the destruction of the military installations at 
Langbar and burning down of most houses of the enemy in Langbar. 


_ 


Earlier, units of Akwila Manyon task force raided Langbar on 7 August 
1986 and killed a large number of enemy troops. Several others were also 
wounded. 


SPLA Releases POWS 


EA151727 (Clandestine) Radio of the Sudanese People's Liberation Army 
in English 1300 GMT 15 Aug 86 


[Excerpt] SPLA authorities in Bahr al-Ghazal have confirmed the safe 
handing over of 30 prisoners of war captured between Rumbek and Tonj 
by SPLA forces last January. According to our correspondent in Wau, the 
30 prisoners of war were handed to the government authorities in Wau on 


& August 1986. 
Government Garrison Raided 


EA181648 (Clandestine) Radio of the Sudanese People's Liberation Army 
in English 1400 GMT 18 Aug 86 


[Excerpt] SPLA forces under the command of Colonel Peter Penampenping 
have raided Akobo enemy garrison for the second time on 11 August 1986. 
In this operation two enemy soldiers were killed and four others were 


wounded. 
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Government Troops in Wau 





EA191619 (Clandestine) Radio of the Sudanese People's Liberation Army 
in English 1300 GMT 19 Aug 86 


[Excerpt] The combined task force of Twik Twik, Nile and Wau task forces 
all under Captain Bagat (Akwek), attacked and shelled Wau town for the 
(?first) time. Our correspondent accompanying SPLA forces in Wau says 
that the shelling was concentrated on the headquarters of the enemy 
barracks at (Creenvi), the airport, railway line, Wau bridge, (Loloko), 
(Nazareth), (Heila Falasta) and (Jow) garrison. 


The enemy suffered heavy casualties in men and material. More than 117 
government soldiers have been killed and several others wounded and 
thousands of civilians have fled Wau Town in panic. The zonal commander 

of northern Bahr al-Ghazal, Lieutenant Colonel Daniel Aweid Akuot has 
appealed to the civilians to report themselves to any SPLA units for safety 
and protection. 


The raid into Wau follows a revolt inside the government garrison in Wau 

by the army on 14 August 1986 which lasted for several hours. In the raid, 
a lot of enemy military installations in (Jow) garrison were destroyed and 
one G-3 rifle number 666673 had been captured. 


/9604 
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TUNISIA 


PRIME MINISTER REPORTS ON ECONOMIC REFORM PROGRAM 
LD192341 Tunis Domestic Service in Arabic 1600 GMT 19 Aug 86 


[Excerpts] The main national event in Tunisia today was the convening 

of an extraordinary session of the House of Deputies during which Prime 
Minister Rachid Sfar read the president's statement on the country's 
economic situation and the reform program which the government intends to 
implement in order to provide the means for the success of the overall 
development march with the launching of the seventh plan. 


The prime minister said that we are now facing new economic challenges of 
structural and circumstantial characteristics which represent another 
test of our national capability to be steadfast and create suitable 
solutions so that our society's development may continue. This necessi- 
tates efforts to maintain the achievements of the Bourguibist system and 
to respond to the ambitions of our male and female citizens. He remarked 
that it would be impossible to mobilize all resources to overcome diffi- 
culties unless everyone correctly understood the truth of the situation. 


The prime minister then reviewed the difficulties faced by our country 
since the beginning of the current plan, difficulties which resulted in 

the disturbance of the inevitable [ar hatmiyyah] balances of the society's 
life, the most prominent of which included the decline in the economic 
growth rate at a time when demographic growth was rising at a [words 
indistinct]. This has led to the aggravation of unemployment and persistent 
pressure on the country's internal and external financial balances due 

to a (?decline) in income growth and the rise in the cost of imports and 
expenditures, especially those pertaining to debt repayment, for example 
the recorded rise in the value of some foreign currencies, the overwhelming 
material tendency of some and the moving of some sectors of the society 
toward a consumption trend which did not suit the situation of a country 

on the path of development. 


The prime minister said that the draft of the current plan calls for an 
annual growth of 6 percent in the gross national product at [word indistinct] 
prices. It is expected that the average annual growth of the gross 

national product during the sixth plan will not exceed 3 percent. He 

said that the deficit worsened due to the decline in our foreign currency 
reserves thus creating pressure at the beginning of 1985 on importation 
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and [word indistinct] pressures on external finance. A host of negative 
factors have also emerged since the beginning of 1986 which have led 
noticeably to negative balances. These factors include the collapse of 

oil prices which will lead to a decrease of some 116 million dinars in 

the country's net income of foreign currency and 70 million dinars in the 
State general budget, the decline in our agricultural production because 
our grain [word indistinct] this year was not more than 7 million kantar 
thus necessitating the import of the remainder deemed necessary to meet 

the country's need, and the decline of tourism income. It is expected that 
the foreign-currency income from tourism will record a deficit of 80 million 
dinars from the expected income of 430 million dinars. This is in addition 
to the decline in the returns of our workers abroad and other negative 
factors. These factors will constitute a cause of a decline in the growth 
rate of the internal product to 0.7 percent in fixed prices and perhaps 
less which causes concern, It is also expected that there will be a 
decrease in foreign-currency income of 150 million dinars including 

116 million dinars in oil income. 


The prime minister stressed that that ability to spend had expanded since 
the 70s without a corresponding rise in production. Some consumer goods 
have been subsided in a comprehensive way for all sectors of the society 
instead of only for the citizens who are more deserving. This is in 
addition to the expansion of the public sector which has become a great 
burden on the state budget, thus leading it to assume direct management. 
Furthermore, some public sector investments were not given enough thought 
nor was their usefulness properly ascertained. The prime minister said 
that remedying the condition of our public institutions in a fundamental 
and decisive way assumes the characteristics of national duty, especially 
since it is no longer possible for public finance and banking institutions 
to be burdened by unending credit drain and sacrifice. 


He announced that the Supreme Combatant's government has launched an 
integrated economic and social plan which includes measures imposed by 
circumstances and dictated by the need to reinstitute the basic financial 
balances quickly. 


In addition to the measures which the government has started taking, the 
prime minister announced that the government today is submitting to the 
House of Deputies other measures concerning in particular the state general 
budget. He said that the new needs of the budget in 1986 are estimated 

at 201 million dinars. In order to satisfy these new budget needs, a new 
effort must be made to put pressure on state expenditure, mobilize internal 
resources, issue a national loan and mobilize external resources. Other 
features of the economic and social plan include fundamental amendment 
especially in the spheres of taxation and prices, foreign trade, investment, 
and public institution and income policy. 


The prime minister announced that it has been decided that as of today 
to devalue the dinar by 10 percent in relation to the most important 
currencies dealt with in our external projects. 














In the field of taxation, the Prime Minister announced a number of amendments 
regarding the gradual united payment on income, the introduction of a 
value-added tax to replace the current tax on turnovers [ar raqam al- 
mu'amalat], revision of taxation tariffs in order to help Tunisian insti- 
tutions face foreign competition and win the export battle, and material 

and staffing support for the work of the tax collection administration so 
that it can perform its duty more successfully. 


Regarding the price policy, the correction plan aims at achieving more 
flexibility in setting prices in a way that would allow the administration 
to confine itself, more so than before and more efficiently, to the task 
of monitoring prices and preventing any violations. The plan includes 
other amendments concerning trade policy, the most important of which are 
the lifting of restrictions on the import of raw materials and [words 
indistinct] allocated to institutions which export a minimum amount of 


their turnovers. 


Regarding public institutions, it has been decided that the state would 
abandon, except for strategic and sensitive fields, some sectors which 
produce ordinary goods and services and which have the proper conditions 
for competition among institutions. 


Finally, a new income policy has been proposed which relies on a joint 
objective estimation by all social sectors of the actual results each year 
based on the factors that would emphasize the country's true capabilities 
with the aim of establishing the principle of improving income on the one 
hand and on the other, improving the institutions’ ability to bear the 
increases without harming their equilibrium. 
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IRAQ 





AL-KARKH WATER PROJECT OPENS SECOND STAGE 
Baghdad AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 30 Jun 86 p 5 
[Article by Faryal Jasim] 


[Text] On the occasion of the celebrations by our struggler region of 
the anniversary of the great revolution of 17-30 June, al-Karkh water 
project, which was implemented by the public corporation for Contracting 
Water and Sewage projects, will initiate its second project. 


To highlight this vital project we made a short visit to the project 
during which we met the project director, Mr Zuhayr ‘Abbas, who said 
that al-Karkh water project is considered one of the most outstanding 
water projects to be implemented in the country to satisfy the needs of 
4 million people for pure water. It was designed to cover the needs of 
al-Karkh region till the year 2000. 


The provinces to benefit from this project include al-Taji and vicinity, 
al-Shu'lah province, al-Kazimiyah, al-'Amiriyah, al-Kifa'at, al-Sayyidiyah, 
al-Risalah, the new quarters in al-Sayyidiyah and al-'Uwayrij provinces 

in al-Yusifiyah. 


He added that the capacity of the project in the first and second stages 
amount to 910 million litres daily. 


The project includes al-Shu'lah dam whose storage capacity is about 
215,000 cubic meters of pure water, the chlorination building, the 
electrical generation building, and the southern dam whose storage 
capacity is 150,000 cubic meters of water with an electrical generation 
building. There is also Abu Gharib dam whose storage capacity is 
72,000 cubic meters of pure water with a pumping station and an 
electrical generation building, and al-Taji dam whose storage capacity 
is 28,000 cubic meters of pure water. 


Different Works 
He indicated that 175,000 cubic meters of concrete were used in the 


project along with 19,000 concrete piles, 40,000 tons of reinforcing 
iron rods, 250,000 square meters of molds, and pipes of different 
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diameters. It includes a pipe with a 1600 millimeter diameter, and 
27,600 meters length; another with 1400 millimeters diameter and 45,400 
meters length; and still another with 1200 millimeters diameter and 
19,600 meters length; and other pipes with different diameters. 


Water Legel 


Regarding the water level in housing after the inauguration of this vital 
project, he said: The water network in Baghdad will all be under the same 
water pressure, and within 30 meters. The high storage tanks will be 
eliminated; thus, the water level in housing will be good. 


As for the expansions of the project, he indicated that the expansion 
works of al-Karkh project were referred to the execution phase. Its 
capacity will be raised from 910 million litres daily to 1365 million 
litres daily. 


Through this expansion, the project will feed al-Rassafah region 
at the rate of 100 million gallons daily. Work has started on the 
expansion project which is expected to be finished in two stages; 

the first will be completed at the end of next summer, and the second 
will be completed at the end of 1987. 


12655/12223 
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ISRAEL 





CONTROVERSY OVER PUBLICATION OF SUSPECTS' NAMES 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 13 Jul 86 p 2 


[Article by Gil Qeysari: "It Is not Fitting for a Democratic Nation to Block 
the Publication of Suspects' Names"] 


(Text ] "The intention to enact legislation prohibiting the publication of 
suspects’ names is clearly an anti-democratic process. It violates not only 
the freedom of the press but also the ability of public control, via the 
press, over police activities." 


This opinion was voiced by an American Jewish jurist, attorney Floyd Abrams, a 
well-known expert on press law, freedom of speech, and human rights. Abrams 
Says that the prohibition on publishing suspects’ names unsettles the ground 
from under any press report, since, for example, publishing the fact that a 
political figure has been detained without mentioning the person's name, takes 
the bite out cf the report and makes it totally insignificant. 


Attorney Abrams--who represents the most prestigious media organizations in 
the U.S. and who lectures at universities and elsewhere on the subject of mass 
media--was unequivocal in his opinion. "It is impossible to prohibit the 
publication of suspects’ names in a democratic country once they have been 
detained. Even if they are released after 24 or 48 hours without appearing 
before a judge, the media should be allowed to publish their names. It makes 
no difference what stage the investigation is in. From the minute someone is 
suspect, it is a public matter and is publishable." 


As to the question of damage that may be caused if someone is mistakenly 
detained, or because of a police error, the American jurist says: "True, that 
in this case there may be damage done. But the solution is in the punishment 
of the guilty--in this case the police or the state--not the press, which only 
reported the truth." 


How to punish? "For example, by suing the police or the state or by 
increasing the penalties." 


In Abrams' opinion politicians and public figures are those who are the most 
interested in withholding suspects' names, because they have been burnt in the 
past and they are trying to prevent such a recurrence. "If we did not have a 














constitution, I am sure that many congressmen would be happy to enact’ such 
legislation," he says. 


[Question]: Is it your opinion that the political echelon is not aware of the 
fear that if one Knesset member is detained, for example, it would throw 
suspicion on the remaining 119?" 


Abrams responds cynically: "They are aware of it but they probably think that 
even in that case they will be in good company. I thing that not only should 
the media not be penalized for disclosing suspects' names, they should be 
rewarded for fulfilling their duty, especially when it is a public figure." 


Abrams explains that prohibiting the media to disclose facts that people may 
tell each other creates, especially in a small country, a society based on 
rumors and gossip. He says that in the U.S. there is absolutely no legal 
limitation on publishing suspects' names from the minute they are detained. 
There is only one restriction: The media is not allowed to obtain details on 
legal proceeding against juveniles. But even in these cases, from the minute 
they obtain these details legally, they are allowed to publish names. Even in 
England, according to him, there is full freedom to publish suspects' names 
forthwith, provided they have been detained. In Sweden there is but one 
limitation: No publishing of names in the first 48 hours. 


Attorney Abrams was asked to comment on the increasing tendency in Israel to 
prohibit publication because of sub judice. He thinks that this principle 
does not hold, especially in Israel, where there is no system of jurors who 
may thus be influenced in the course of the trial. Even in the U.S., with its 
judicial system, there is no such question. There have been cases, especially 
in the South, where jurors were prejudiced, especially because of a hostile 
press. When their verdicts were invalidated, the appeals courts handed down 
instructions on when a new jury needs to be convened for a re-trial. The 
press was never penalized. 


As to threats of jail sentences for reporters who refuse to disclose their 
source of information, Abrams says that in about half of the states in the 
U.S. there is complete protection from that. In other states only the courts 
are empowered to force a reporter to disclose the source of information, and 
that only in extreme cases which justify it. A reporter who insists on not 
disclosing his or her source of information is liable to at most 6 months in 
jail. This punishment is rarely imposed. 
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ISRAEL 





NEW ‘BARAK 1' MISSILE DESCRIBED 


Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 17 Jul 86 p 3 


[Article by Aryeh Egozi: “Israel Hopes To Sell the 'Barak 1' to the United 
States" ] 


[Text] The defense system unveiled a new anti-missile system named "Barak 1." 
The systems has been developed jointly with the Authority for the Development 
of Warfare Systems, RAFAEL, and the Aerospace Industry. In recent days the 
system has successfully undergone a live test, which was televised on 16 July. 


Barak 1 is developed for the Israeli Navy and foreign clients. It is intended 
for what is defined as "the defense of a point target." The system corsists 
of a sophisticated radar, which solves the navigational problems gof the 
missile, and the missile itself, which is launched by deploying a nem method: 
a vertical launch, after which the missile turns toward its target. 


This metiod is rather important when installing missiles on boats, because it 
obviates the need for complex and heavy launchers. It is modular and light 
weight and enables quick launching of all the missiles, since no reloading is 
necessary. It should be pointed out that the new American ships, such as the 
Ticonderoga type, are equipped with a different missile system, which also 
deploys vertical launching. 


The Barak 1 is capable of handling any approaching target. It can destroy 
targets in a 360 degree range. It can attack missiles, planes, and 
helicopters, including low flying ones. Its range is up to 10 km. The 
missile is 2.1m long and weighs 86 kg. Its warhead is very powerful compared 
with other missiles and weighs approximately 25 nercent of the missile's total 
weight. 


In the test, as was televised, the Barak 1 was launched in order to shoot down 
an enemy missile. In this case, a TOW anti-tank missile, which it hit 
directly on its fins. This was considered "bull's eye" although the missile 
is capable of completely destroying its target even without a direct hit. 
This is so because its warhead is equipped with a proximity fuse, which 
explodes near the target. 











The Barak 1, which was unveiled in Israel on 16 July, has been previously 
exhibited at the Paris Air Show. The development has significant 
technological, operational, and commercial implications in conjunction with 
two very important projects underway in tne U.S.--the Star Wars and the DIVAD 
projects which are intended to acquire anti-aircraft missiles for the American 
Army. 


In conjunction with Star Wars, as part of the project, the U.S. is also 
developing missiles to combat the Soviet ground to ground short and medium 
range missiles, such as the SS21 and SS23. Secretary of Defense Casper 
Weinberger announced several weeks ago the successful launch of an anti- 
missile missile developed in the U.S. The Barak 1 is not quite in the same 
league, because the American missile is a long range missile which hit a 
target moving at mach 3 which represented a Soviet ballistic missile. But the 
Barak is proof that, technologically, Israel is capable of being integrated in 
the development of anti-missile missiles. It also points to a possible 
solution of the threat of SS21 and SCUD missiles that the Syrians have 
already deployed, and the SS23 which she is trying to acquire. 


In the context of the Division Air Defense Gun (DIVAD), the American Army has 
had a serious setback when it was forced to cancel the development of the 
Sergeant York anti-aircraft device after spending more than $2 billion on its 
unsuccessful development. There is now fierce competition in the U.S., with 
the active participation of 20 firms, on developing a substitute system. 
Among the competitors there is a land version of the Barak 1. 


This version is shown in an advertisement of RAFAEL in the foreign military 
press. It is nicknamed ADAMS (Advanced Mobile Anti-Aircraft System). The 
system consists of the same Barak missile, installed on an 8-wheel armored car 
of the "LAB-25" type. Here, too, the missile is launched vertically and then 
changes directions and seeks its target: a missile, a plane, or a helicopter. 


The ADAMS has some additional features, such as the ability to be launched in 
movement and the fact that virtually no maintenance is needed. Ten such 
missiles are installed on each vehicle and from installation to deployment no 
maintenance is required. 


The ADAMS guidance system is considered immune to electronic scrambling. The 
ADAMS is being developed in cooperation with Westinghouse, which is developing 
the radar system. Estimates, voiced in the U.S., indicate that the ADAMS has 
a good chance to win the contract for the American Army and Marines. At issue 
is an enormous contract, several thousand systems, and billions of dollars. 
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BRIEFS 


NEW GENERATION OF SHRIKE--"Purple Fist," intended to silence anti-aircraft 
batteries, is a ground-to-air missile of the 4.G.M 78 standard series, was 
unveiled by the Air Force. It is a new, advanced generation missile 
(operationally speaking) of the Shrike missile group. The missile disables the 
radar system of the enemy's missile batteries. This is accomplished in the 
follwing manner: It is equipped with a homing device which receives the 
electro-magnetic signal emitted by the battery radar and homes in on it until 
it damages the broadcasting device. The missile can be launched from great 
distances of over 100 km--in other words, without exposing the launching plane 
to anti-aircraft attack. In addition to disabling anti-aircraft radar 
systems, other radar systems, such as detection and marine systems can also be 
disabled. It should be pointed out that the Shrike, which was only the first 
generation of anti-radar missiles, was first introduced into combat during the 
Vietnam War. The "Standard," nicknamed "Purple Fist," was introduced into the 
IDF Air Force in the seventies. It was also deployed during the missile 
bombardment in the Lebanese War. [Text] [Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 
14 Jul 86 p 2] 8646 


CSOs 4423/122 
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KUWAIT 


PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE URGES SEARCH FOR LONG-TERM OIL MARKETS 
Kuwait AL-RA'Y AL-'AMM in Arabic 28 Jun 86 p 4 


‘Article: "Text of Financial Committee's Report on Kuwaiti Oil Establish- 
ment's Budget; Recommendation Urges Securing and Developing Alternative 
Markets and Raising Percentage of Kuwaitis in Oil Industry"! 


[Text] The Parliamentary Financial and Economic Affairs Committee has 
recommended in its report, expected to be debated in tomorrow's session of 
the National Assembly, that long-term markets be secured and developed to 
absorb the oil byproducts and the reserves of hydrocarbon materials be 
increased to find out the volume of the reserve that can be produced. 


Following is the text of Report No 122 by the Parliamentary Financial and 
Economic Affairs Committee: 


On 3 May 1986, the brother speaker of the National Assembly referred the 
bill, alluded to previously, to the committee for study and submitted a 
report on it. For this purpose, the committee held three meetings on 2 June 
1986, 4 June 1986, and 15 June 1986 which were attended by each of the 
following gentlemen: 


1. ‘Abd-al-Razzaq Muhammad Mulla Husayn, the vice chairman of the Kuwaiti 
Oil Establishment's board of directors. 


2. ‘Ali Jabir al-‘Ali al-Sabah, the commissioned member for marketing at 
the Kuwaiti Oil Establishment. 


3. ‘Abd-al-Hadi Marzuq al-'Awwad, the deputy commissioned member for 
finances at the Kuwaiti Oil Establishment. 


4. Hani ‘Abd-al-'Aziz Husayn, the commissioned member for marketing at the 
Kuwaiti Oil Establishment. 


5. ‘Abd-al-Latif Hamad al-Thawrah, the deputy commissioned member for 
planning at the Kuwaiti Oil Establishment. 


6. ‘Abbas ‘Abdallah Malik, the deputy commissioned member for management 
at the Kuwaiti Oil Establishment. 














7. Ahmad ‘Abd-al-Muhsin al-Mutayr, the chairman of the Kuwaiti National 
Petroleum Company's board of directors. 


8. Mahmud Yahya ‘Abdallah al-Yahya, the deputy commissioned member for 
planning at the Kuwaiti National Petroleum Company. 


9. ‘Abd-al-Fattah Sulayman al-Badr, the chairman of the board of directors 
and the commissioned member of the Kuwaiti Oil Tanker Company. 


10. Hasan ‘Ali Qabazard, the deputy commissioned member at the Kuwaiti Oil 
Tanker Company. 


11. ‘Abd-al-Malik Muhammad al-Gharballi, chairman of the board of directors 
of the Kuwait Oil Company. 


12. ‘Adnan Yusuf al-Musayyir, the deputy commissioned member for the produc- 
tion units and administrative affairs at the Petrochemicals Industry Company. 


The committee opened its discussion on the draft budget by inquiring about 
the establishment's accomplishments and its future plans and about the bases 
adopted upon preparation of the budget estimates. 


The vice chairman of the board of directors said that the establishment seeks 
to achieve ambitious objectives and that the draft budget was drawn up on 
the basis of implementing the operational programs that achieve these objec- 
tives as follows: 


1. Increasing the reserves of hydrocarbon materials to find out the volume 
of the reserve that can be produced. 


2. Finding new means to strengthen the establishment's competitive position 
and giving the establishment the flexibility to enter into new areas of the 
oil industry at the international level. 


3. Ideally utilizing the refineries, the gas liquefaction plant, and the 
chemicals plants to meet the market's expected needs, as well as developing 
the means to operate these facilities at the lowest cost possible. 


4. Securing and developing commercially varied and guaranteed long-term 
markets to absorb the oil byproducts in wake of the expected expansion in 
the production facilities. 


5. Rationalizing the manpower and redistributing the existing capabilities 
in a manner that meets the operational needs of the major projects when these 
projects are completed. 


6. Developing the capabilities of the Kuwaiti cadres working in the oil 
industry through advanced training vrograms and increasing the percentage 
of Kuwaitis working in the establishment's group of companies. 

















7. Earnestly implementing capital projects on schedule and within the limits 
of the cost approved for them in the budget, especially the main projects, 
such as modernizing the refineries, the salt and chlorine plant, and the 

Iraq gas project. 


The board of directors’ vice chairman added that the draft budget had been 
drawn up conservatively and ‘in light of the current indicators of the 
expected volume of international demand for OPEC oil and of the sharp drop 
in prices. The expectations had been calculated on the basis that crude 
oil production will amount to 1,337,000 barrels a day, and that the 
establishment's purchases of this oil will amount to 1.2 million barrels 

a day, and that the average crude oil refined in Kuwait's 3 refineries will 
amount to 526,510 barrels a day, i.e., 44 percent of the establishment's 
total purchases of crude oil. 


On the basis of the above, the establishment's revenues for 1986-87 have 
been estimated at 2,501,400,000 dinars, i:icluding the net revenues from 
sales, estimated at 2,433,800,000 dinars, and other revenues estimated at 
86.6 million dinars. 


After hearing the above review, the committee proceeded to examine the 
sections of the draft budget submitted as follows: 


First, Revenues: 


The revenues in the Kuwaiti Oil Establishment's budget for fiscal 1986-87 
have been estimated at 2,501,411,000 dinars, compared to 3,472,997,000 dinars 
for fiscal 1985-86, i.e., with a drop of 971,586,000 dinars or 28 percent. 


1. Revenues from Crude Oil Sales: 


These revenues have been estimated on the basis of the expectation of selling 
63,610 barrels a day at a price of 15 dollars per barrel with a 3l-degree 
density. 

These revenues for fiscal 1986-87 have been estimated at 1,041,500,000 
dinars, compared to 1,430,900,000 dinars for fiscal 1985-86, i.e., with a 

drop of 389.4 million dinars or 27 percent. The drop in these revenues 


despite an increase in the volume of sales by 360.4 million dinars is due 
to the following reasons: 


1) The drop in sale prices. 

2) The drop in the price of the dinar's exchange versus the dollar. 
3) The drop in the price of sales on the basis of cost and freight. 
2. Revenues of Sales of Oil Byproducts: 


These revenues have been estimated at 1,083,000,000 dinars for fiscal 1986- 
87, compared to 1,672,200,000 dinars for fiscal 1985-86, i.e., with a drop 
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of 589.2 million dinars or 35 percent. The reason is due to the drop in 
prices on the one hand and the drop in the dinar's exchange rate versus the 
dollar on the other hand, despite an increase in the sales volume. 


3. Revenues from Sales of Gas and Liquefied Gas: 


The estimates for fiscal 1986-87 amount to 246.6 million dinars, compared 

to 199.1 million dinars in fiscal 1985-86, i.e., with an increase of 27.5 
million dinars or 24 percent. This increase is due to the increase in the 
sale rates and comes despite the drop in prices on the one hand and the drop 
in the dinar's exchange rate versus the dollar on the other hand. 


4. Revenues from Sales of Petrochemical Products: 


The revenues for fiscal 1986-87 are estimated at 56.4 million dinars, 
compared to 63.7 million dinars in fiscal 1985-86, i.e., with a drop of 7.3 
million dinars or 12 percent. This drop is due to the drop in prices of 
urea and ammonia and to the drop in the dinar's exchange rate versus the 
dollar and comes despite an increase in the sales volume. 


5. Revenues of Maritime Shipping for Other Parties: 


This revenue includes the revenue from the activity of the maritime fleet 
tankers, from the dry shipping activities and from the maritime agency's 
branch. 


The net revenue of this activity in fiscal 1986-87 is 5.3 million dinars, 
compared to 4.4 million dinars in fiscal 1986-87, i.e., with an increase 
of 0.9 million dinars or 21 percent. 


6. Other Net Revenues: 


The other net revenues for fiscal 1986-87 are estimated at 86.6 million 
dinars, compared to 102.7 million dinars for fiscal 1985-86, i.e., with a 
drop of 34.1 million dinars or 33 percent. 


Second, Expenditures: 


The establishment's total expenses for fiscal 1986-87 have been estimated 
at 2,535,801,000 dinars, compared to 3,526,944,000 dinars for fiscal 1985- 
86, with a decrease of 991,143,000 dinars or 28 percent. This estimate 
includes the appropriations for replacement of the fixed assets, amounting 
to 20 million dinars, and the appropriation for the expected increase in 
electricity prices, estimated at 23 million dinars. 
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The establishment's expenditures have been divided into three main groups: 
1. Changing direct expenses. 

2. Operational expenses. 

3. Appropriations. 

1. Changing Direct Expenses: 


This group includes the cost or purchasing crude oil, natural gas, production 
components, oil purchases, rented transport, and port fees. 


The estimates for this group of expenses in fiscal 1986-87 amount to 
2,903,000 dinars [presumably meaning 2,903,000,000 dinars], compared to 
3,047,539,000 dinars in fiscal 1985-86, with a decrease of 1,046,636,000 
dinars or 34 percent. 


The reason for this decrease is the drop in the cost of crude oil purchases. 


2. Operational Expenses: 


These include salaries, in-kind benefits, maintenance and other contracts, 
operation and maintenance materials, facilities, insurance, rent, general 
expenses excluding ship fuel, and expenses of unproductive drilling and of 
asset consumption. 


The total estimates for fiscal 1986-87 amount to 491,898,000 dinars, compared 
to 459,405,000 dinars in fiscal 1985-86, i.e., with an increase of 32,493,000 


dinars or 7 percent. 


The main reason for this increase is the increase in the sum allocated for 
consumption and the increase in some salaries and benefits. 


3. Appropriations: 


The estimates for fiscal 1986-87 amount to 43 million dinars, compared to 
20 million dinars for fiscal 1985-86, with an increase of 23 million dinars 


or 115 percent. 


The reason for this increase is the inclusion of the appropriation for the 
expected rise in electricity prices. The total sum of expenses reimbursable 
by the state for the activities carried out by the establishment in fiscal 
1986-87 amounts to 173,109,000 dinars. 


Thus, the total expenses after deduction of the expenses reimbursable by 
the state amount to 2,363,692,000 dinars. 


The establishment's net profit amounts to 138,719,000 dinars, which will 
be disposed of in accordance with the provisions of Articles 10, 11 and 12 
of the law creating the establishment. 

















After examination and the exchange of opinion, the committee members attend- 
ing unanimously approved the said bill without amendment, stressing what 

had already been recommended by the esteemed National Asseiibly during the 
debate on the establishment's budget for fiscal 1985-86 regarding the 
following points: 


1. The establishment should, in cooperation with the specialized companies, 
develop the various energy means and exert efforts to find modern alterna- 
tives, especially in connection with the fuel of the electricity plants and 
the natural gas they consume, provided that this is done in coordination 
with the Ministry of Electricity and Water. 


2. It should unify the job systems within the oil sector to achieve justice 
among the same sector's workers. 


3. It should speed up Kuwaitization of the establishment's higher management 
jobs and should provide the opportunities for success to the Kuwaiti cadres 
in all the technical and administrative areas. 


4. The establishment should reorganize the budget in a manner that makes 
clear the previous year's actual expenditures on the basis of the final 
account, should provide the necessary details to its companies at home and 
abroad, and should underline its role and establish unified controls by which 
all its companies abide in the area of spending rationalization and of 
Squeezing expenses. 


5. It should end the problem of the housing of non-oil sector workers 
accommodated in houses belonging to some of the establishment's companies. 
The establishment should do this through a committee in which the establish- 
ment, the Accounting Bureau, the Ministry of Finance and Economy, and the 
Islamic Interpretation and Legislation Department are represented. 


The committee submits this report to the assembly and hopes it will be ap- 
proved. 


Following is the text of the general budget of the Oil Establishment: 


After perusing Articles 65 and 148 of the constitution, decree by Law No 
31 of 1978 on the rules of perparing public budgets and controlling their 
implementation and final acocunt, and Law No 6 of 1980 on creation of the 
Kuwaiti Oil Establishment, amended by Law No 54 of 1982, the National 
Assembly has approved, ratified, and promulgated the following law: 


Article l 
The revenues of the Kuwaiti Oil Establishment's budget for fiscal 1986-87 


are estimated at 2,501,411,000 dinars in accordance with the chart appended 
to this law. 
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Article 2 


The expenditures in the Kuwaiti Oil Establishment's budget for fiscal 1986- 
87 are estimated at 2,362,692,000 dinars in accordance with the chart 
appended to this law. 


The establishment may exceed the estimates in the cost of purchasing crude 
oil, gas, and products (changing expenses, provided that the excess is 
countered by an increase in the sale revenues. 


Article 3 


The net profits for fiscal 1986-87 are estimated at 138,719,000 Kuwaiti 
dinars which shall be disposed of in accordance with the stipulation of 
Articles 10, 11, and 12 of the law creating the said establishment. 


Article 4 


The ministers, each within his jurisdiction, shall implement this law which 
shall be published in the official newspaper and go into effect as of 1 July 
1986. 


Amir of Kuwait 
Jabir al-Ahmad 
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NEW SALT, CHLORINE PLANT TO BEGIN OPERATION 
Kuwait AL-RA'Y AL-'AMM in Arabic 28 Jun 86 p 9 


[Article: "General Director of Chlorine and Salt Unit at Chemical Indus- 
tries: New Plant Will Meet Kuwait's Needs at Cost of 18 Million Dinars"] 


[Text] Ahmad al-Hamad, general director of the salt and chlorine unit at 
the agency belonging to the Petrochemicals Industry Company, said yesterday 
he expects the preliminary experimental operations to begin shortly in this 
plant, which has cost nearly 18 million dinars. 


In an interview with the KUWAIT NEWS AGENCY, al-Hamad said that the Ministry 
of Eletricity and Water built the salt and chlorine factory in al-Shuwaykh 
in 1963 to serve the water distillation plant located near the factory, that 
the factory produced chlorine to treat cooling water and to purify drinking 
water, and that the factory's capacity amounted that year to 1,400 tons of 
chlorine which is an important and vital strategic material for the country. 


Al-Hamad added that the Petrochemicals Industry Company purchased the fac- 
tory in 1973 and built another factory with a production capacity of 8,400 
tons of chlorine a year to meet the chlorine needs of the Ministry of Elec- 
tricity and Water and of the distillation plants belonging to the ministry. 


Al-Hamad further added that chlorine production relies fundamentally on salt 
production. The production of al-Shuwaykh unit amounted to nearly 20 tons 
of salt a day in 1963. This production capacity was increased by 50 more 
tons in 1973. He pointed out that the capacity of the two factories in al- 
Shuwaykh amounts currently to 70 tons of salt a day and that the capacity 

of the two chlorine plants amounts to nearly 10,000 tons of chlorine a year. 
The company exports the surplus quantities of chlorine to Jordan, Qatar, 

and the UAE. 


He said that chlorine production usually generates other byproducts, such 
as caustic soda in solid, liquid and flaky forms, hydrogen, sodium 


hypochlorite, and burex and chlorosal detergents. 


Al-Hamad also noted that the company began in 1985 producing detergent con- 
tainers and filling these containers automatically. 
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Al-Hamad said that construction of the salt and chlorine unit in al-Shu'aybah 
was carried out in accordance with the 1979 cabinet decree calling for trans- 
ferring the salt and chlorine factories in al-Shuwaykh to another area. 

The company entrusted the salt and chlorine unit to study the possibility 

of building the plant in al-Shu'aybah industrial zone. The reasons for 
building the new plant in al-Shu'aybah industrial zone include the remoteness 
of the new project from the populated city center and its proximity to the 
main consumers of chlorine, namely the Ministry of Electricty and Water and 
the General Directorte of al-Shu'aybah Industrial Zone. The reasons also 
include supplying the petrochemicals complex planned to be built in the zone 
and the cement unit with the project products, such as caustic soda and 
hydrogen gas, through a direct pipeline. 


A further reason for the construction of this plant is the new project's 
proximity to the cement unit, which is a fundamental infrastructure necessary 
for building the new salt and chlorine complex. This is in addition to 
utilizing the new salt and chlorine treatment unit, utilizing the unit for 
the treatment of industrial water in the fertilizer plant and utilizing 
sulfuric acid and nitrogen gas through a direct pipeline extending from the 
fertilizer unit to the complex. 


New Plant 


Al-Hamad further noted that the new plant will meet some of Kuwait's salt 

needs and that when the new plant in al-Shu'aybah goes into operation, the 
two chlorine plants in al-Shuwaykh will be shut down and the operations of 
al-Shuwaykh unit will be confined to the production of salt and detergents. 


He added that the new plant relies fundamentally on the local market to sell 
its products, except for caustic soda. The major part of this byproduct 
will be exported. The company produces the barrels needed for packaging 

the caustic soda. 


Al-Hamad pointed out that the salt and chlorine unit in al-Shuwaykh produces 
currently 450 (cardboard boxes of l-gallon containers and 350 boxes of 1- 
quart and l-pint containers) per shift. 


As for the chlorosal and borax detergents, the unit produces 600 l1-gallon 
cartons, each with 6 boxes; 550 cartons of l-quart containers, each with 
18 boxes; and 350 cartons of l-pint containers, each with 24 boxes. 


Technical Cadres 


Engineer Husayn Muhammad al-Damakhi, the general director of technical ser- 
vices at the salt and chlorine unit, said that the new salt and chlorine 
plant is one of the latest plants in the area and it has provided and will 
continue to provide a bigger opportunity for the employment of national 
technical cadres. 


Engineer Badr Ramadan al-Hajiri, the director of the unit's solid materials 
production, said that the new plant produces chlorine by way of the 
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membranceous cell process. The advantages of this process include the con- 
sumption of less energy, the ease of operation and maintenance, the produc- 
tion of highly pure products, and a lower percentage of hydrogen in the 
chlorine produced, thus making it easy to handle and liquefy the chlorine. 
Engineer ‘Abd-al-Muhsin al-Lahw, the supervisor of the unit operation, spoke 
about al-Shu'aybah new plants’ designed capacity for various products, saying 
that this capacity will be as follows: 


A total of 150 tons of salt a day, 75 tons of chlorine a day, 84 tons of 
100 percent liquid caustic soda a day, 80 tons of solid materials a day, 
50 tons of flaky caustic soda a day, 45 tons of 32 percent concentration 
hydrochloric acid a day, 60 cubic meters of 6 percent concentration sodium 
hypochlorites a day, and 23,700 cubic meters of hydrogen a day. 


He pointed out that with some necessary additions and modification, salt 
production can be increased to 175 tons a day and chlorine production t 
100 tons a day. 
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BUSINESS ENTERPRISES REQUIRED TO USE ARABIC 
Kuwait AL-RA'Y AL-'AMM in Arabic 25 Jun 86 pp 5-8 
[Article by ‘Abdallah al-Qaq: "National Assembly Debates"] 


[Excerpts] The session began at 0915 yesterday under the chairmanship of 
Speaker Ahmad '‘Abd-al-'Aziz al-Sa'dun and in the presence of the ministers 
and deputies. The names of the absentees and the amir's decrees were read. 


Recess 
The session was recessed at about 1245 and resumed at 1315. 


Mashari al'‘Anjari: I beg that examination of the firefighting bill be post- 
poned until the Civil Service Commission makes its decision on the fire- 
fighter issue. 


Deputies: Agreed. 
Arabic Language 


The assembly then proceeded to discuss the bill on the use of the Arabic 
language. 


Speaker: Does the assembly agree to approve the report in the minutes 
without having it read? 


Deputies: Agreed. 


Dr Ya'qub Hayati: This issue is extremely important and must be supported 
by the assembly. The law restores to Arabic some of the ground it has lost 
in use. When speaking of Arabic, we speak of one of the instruments with 
which the Islamic message was revealed to our venerable prophet. He added: 
This language is an impregnable shield and a strong fence. This is why 
colonialism encouraged the orientalist movement to undermine this uniting 
factor. Hayati added: There are forces trying to undermine this language 
and here emerges the fundamental role of the individual, the university, 
and the Ministry of Education. Arabic is in a struggle with the foreign 
languages coming to us with their foreign culture. We use Arabic only in 
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curriculum taught by the Ministry of Education, and here emerges the 
ministry's role in preserving Arabic. At a time when we demand that Arabic 
be established firmly, we find that people are not concerned with this lan- 
guage. The Ministry of Education is required to safeguard this language 
that has begun to be lost amidst the crush of disinterest. Therefore, I 
appeal to the Ministry of Education to set up a special department to for- 
mulate the curricula scientifically. It is our duty to devote attention 

to this language. We find that there are departments that do not correspond 
with each other in Arabic. I believe that the bill is excellent and patrio- 
tic. The government's reservation does nothing to diminish the bill. I urge 
the assembly to approve this bill. 


Ban on Use of Foreign Language 


Mashari al-‘Anjari: In the name of God, the merciful and the compassionate: 
Thank you, brother speaker. To begin, I offer my profound thanks to the 
brother chairman and members of the Education and Culture Committee for their 
awareness and acknowledgment of the importance of such a bill. I also offer 
my profound thanks to the esteemed government, represented in the eminent 
brother minister of state for cabinet affairs, for its cooperation in this 
sphere. In this regard, especially in connection with the amendments pre- 
sented to us in a letter from the minister of state, I, in my capacity as 
one of the members making the proposal, do not disagree with the tendency 
expressed by the brother minister of state. Brother speaker, we submitted 
this bill during the previous session but the term of the previous assembly 
ended before this bill could be discussed. We again submitted the bill at 
the beginning of this legislative session. God be thanked, the committee 
has, gratefully, approved the bill and here it is before the assembly today. 
Brother speaker, I do not believe that anybody disagrees with the need to 
have Arabic used and to ban the use of other languages in the transactions, 
correspondence, contracts, agreements, purchase and sale bills, and other 
activities of the circles mentioned in this bill, such as commercial 
businesses, banks, and various other institutions. This is necessary for 
many reasons, foremost of which is our pride in our Arabic language, which 
is the language of the venerable Koran as well as the stipulation of Article 
3 of the constitution that Arabic is the country's official language. These 
two reasons are enough to ban the use of languages other than Arabic in the 
ministries, public authorities and institutions, and non-governmental com- 
mercial businesses and institutions. There is also a fundamental long-range 
reason, namely that when the official authorities disregard the necessity 

of using Arabic, then companies and other organizations will try to import 
foreign labor from East Asia, especially from India, Korea, the Philippines, 
and other foreign countries, by virtue of the low wages and salaries paid 

by these countries, forgetting the long-range impact of such labor on our 
country in 20 or 30 years. Such importation will help undermine the demo- 
graphic structure and we will saddle our children and grandchildren with 

a most difficult problem emanating from the settlement of this imported labor 
in our country for decades at a time when we differ with this labor in reli- 
gion, language, and heritage. Is this the trust we are to leave our child- 
ren, and are we to saddle them with the problems and burdens of such a trust? 
I don't believe that anybody disagrees with me that we must formulate all 
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the solutions that prevent such a situation from materializing, including 
the promulgation of this law which will help, at least in the immediate 
future, reliance on Arab labor until the time comes when we can Kuwaitize 
the country's various jobs and activities: Brother speaker, I don't know 
what prevents the imposition of Arabic as the language used by the companies, 
organizations, and commercial businesses and as the language of communication 
between a business establishment and its client, for example. Isn't it a 
disgrace for one to purchase an article, such as a watch or a radio, from 

a business establishment and find that the salesman cannot speak Arabic? 
Isn't it a disgrace to have one's sale bill written in English? Does such 

a thing happen in other countries? If we cannot tackle even this simple 
problem, then what can we do? Brother speaker, I have before me, regret- 
tably, an example from a government agency, namely the financial directory 
of the companies included in the Kuwait securities market. This directory 
is comprised of hundreds of pages, all of which are in English. I appeal 

to the government, embodied in the brother ministers present here,to keep 

in mind the use of Arabic in our government agencies and in the dealings 

of the ministries and of the companies in which the government owns at least 
one-half the capital or the entire capital, such as the Petroleum Company 
and a number of other establishments. I am fully confident that the brother 
members will approve this law, especially since it will be implemented after 
a period of time. The proposal calls for applying the law 6 months after 

it is published in the official newspaper. There is another proposal, to 
which I have no objection, which calls for implementing it a year after its 
publication so that all the contracts by which the commercial businesses 

or establishments are tied to their workers may end. Thank you, brother 
speaker. 





Arabic Language 


Minister of state: The government agrees to the bill in light of the minor 
modifications that have been introduced into it. We are proud of this law 
because it concerns Arabic. We hope that the law will give the various 
activities a new boost. I hope that the law, with some amendments, will 

be approved and that we will give a l-year grace period for implementation 
of the provisions of this law. 


Non-Arabic Languages 


"Abd-al-Rahman al-Ghunayn: To start, I wish to thank the brother chairman, 
rapporteur, and members of the Educational, Cultural, and Guidance affairs 
Committee for the report they have submitted to ban the use of languages 
other than Arabic in Kuwait. I also express my thanks and appreciation to 
the brothers making the proposal and to the brother minister of state for 
his interest in this law. The truth, brother speaker, is that the importance 
of language emanates from the fact that language represents the first char- 
acteristic of the emergence of a nation or of a state. Language unites the 
nation's sons and it is with language that objectives and feelings are 
defined. Moreover, use of the mother tongue facilitates perfectly and 
ideally the performance of work and of procedures in the state's ministries 
and institutions. It is noticed that in recent years the use of languages 
other than Arabic has spread into numerous activities in our country, Kuwait. 
This may be due, of course, to the large increase in foreign labor, 
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especially in the firms and establishments directly connected with public 
activities, such as banks, hospitals, hotels, businesses, and other 
establishments where it is feared that Arabic, the language of- the Koran, 
will become an alien language in its own home. This is something which we 
must quickly obviate. 


Brother speaker, the spreading use of foreign languages in numerous dealings, 
such as contracts, agreements, plans, correspondence, and advertisements, 
will necessarily lead to the disappearance of one of the most important 
components of our existence, namely the Arabic language for which we must 

be enthusiastic and eager. This will have its direct impact on performing 
the citizens’ work, on meeting their demands, and on their feeling of alien- 
ation in their country at a time when we are trying to reinforce Arabic in 
the various circles outside our country. 


Yes, brothers, what can a citizen do other than feel alienated when he has 
a transaction written in a language other than his own? Does this not cause 
a lot of problems and disputes for the citizens who understand only their 
language? Therefore, brother speaker, we support the bill which restores 

to Arabic its usurped right and its proper place in a state whose constitu- 
tion states in Article 3 that the state's official language is Arabic. At 
the same time, we have no objection to the amendments which the government 
seeks to introduce into some articles. In conclusion, brother speaker, a 
number of my colleagues and I have submitted a proposal on the occasion of 
examining and discussing this law calling on your esteemed assembly to issue 
a recommendation to replace the old Arabic numbers for the Indian numbers 
currently in use, provided that the government authorities concerned imple- 
ment this in the various government agencies, schools, associations, and 

the university in the next 5 years. 


Thank you, brother speaker, and God is the giver of success. 
Where Is Arabic in Petroleum Company? 


Yusuf al-Mukhlid: Our Arabic language must be fully applied. The minister 
of state says: We have introduced amendments to the bill. If the minister 
of state were to contact al-Ahmadi, we would find that the person speaking 
to him on the other side is a foreigner (who only pays lip service) to 
Arabic. Al-Mukhlid added: The Frenca, the Germans, and the British speak 
only their language but our companies do not speak their own language. 
Kuwait, our country, is the country of freedom, Arabism, democracy, and 
Islam. So why do we address each other in English? The Koran was revealed 
in Arabic, not in another language. So why do we permit the use of a foreign 
language? Al-Mukhlid further said: Iraq has translated all foreign-language 
books into Arabic. So why do we forget this? He added: A terrible scheme 
is being hatched against the Arabic language. 


A proposal was made to close the debate and the assembly approved it. 
The government submitted a proposal to amend one of the articles, thus 


requiring firms to conclude their contracts in their work centers in Arabic. 
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Muhammad al-Murshid: May we maintain the confidentiality of the companies' 
correspondence? 


Yusuf al-Mukhlid: From the proposal, it is obvious that the government is 
procrastinating on the amendment. 


Part of Arab Nation 


Jasim al-Qutami: Kuwait is part of the Arab nation. I beg the brother to 
forgive me for warning the government of deteriorating standard of Arabic 
and of negligence in teaching our children Arabic, almost making it impos- 
sible for them to read Arabic. I thank the brothers who have shown surprise 
at this un-nationalist and un-Arabist tendency. There is no male or female 
broadcas<er who does not murder Arabic day and night. Therefore, an infor- 
mation tendency is necessary [sic]. This is why God chose an Arab to convey 
the message of Islam. We Arabs are neglecting the language and the brothers 
are appalled by this ignorance and by this straying away from Arabic. Our 
children go abroad and come back with foreign langu. ges and our infants are 
nursed on foreign languages by their foreign nannies. We must not be lenient 
on the issue of Arabic. Al-Qutami then recited two verses by poet Hafiz 
Ibrahim stressing the importance of this language and of preserving it. 


Mashari al-'Anjari: Thank you, brother speaker. Regarding Article l, I 
believe that Article 1 proposed by the brother members is probably more 
accurate than what is proposed by the government. It is possible that the 
government's objective behind the amendment is to exclude the word 
"ministries" because the ministries use Arabic. I agree with the government 
in excluding the ministries and retaining the public authorities and insti- 
tutions. However, the text must require the public authorities and institu- 
tions and the companies to use Arabic. I believe that the more accurate 
version of this law has been presented by the members. This version bans 
the use of languages other than Arabic. This amendment is more accurate 
because the requirement is contained in Article 3 of the constitution, which 
states that "the state's official language is Arabic," meaning that it must 
be used. The bill complements the contents of Article 3 [ of the constitu- 
tion] and calls for banning the use of languages other than Arabic, except 
for what is excluded by Article 3 in a decree by the minister concerned. 

The bill establishes penalty for violations. Consequently, the law is 
similar to the provisions of Article 3 of the constitution. However, the 
stipulation that Arabic must be used is, I believe, a weak stipulation that 
does not serve the purpose. Therefore, I believe that the phrase "use of 
languages other than Arabic shall be banned, except in the cases excluded 

by the minister concerned, else such use shall entail certain penalties" 
must be adopted. This represents the gradual progression of the law. As 
for correspondence, I believe--I beg the brother minister of state and the 
other brothers who have talked about the issue of correspondence, especially 
brother Muhammad al-Murshid to hear me out--that we do not mean the corres- 
pondence guaranteed confidentiality by the constitution but the ordinary 
correspondence concerning requests for goods and correspondence that is not 
of a confidential nature. I beg the brother minister of state to be tolerant 
on this particular point. We do not at all seek to expose confidential 
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correspondence, else we will be making a mistake. We stress, brother 
speaker, that it is better to open the article with the phrase "the use of 
languages other than Arabic shall be banned" than to open it with the phrase 
"Arabic must be used" so that the exception may be made in Article 3 and 

the penalty established in the final article. Thank you, brother speaker. 


Encouragement 


Ahmad Baqir: I address my words to brother Mashari: Banning is different 
from requiring. Baqir also said: I hope that all the institutions and com- 
panies will be encouraged to use Arabic. 


Weighty Opinions 


Minister of state: I have heard the brothers' weighty opinions and when 

we express some opinions on a important law like this one, I hope that it 
will not be understood that we disagree on an obvious fact, namely that 
Arabic is our language and that we must exert efforts to reinforce it and 
enable it to spread not only in our Arab world but also in other areas. 
This can be achieved with greater civilization and progress. What is 
regrettable is that this is our situation not only in Kuwait but also in 
the Arab East and Arab Maghreb. We have inherited numerous problems and 
have found facts that have to be changed. One of these facts is that 
orientalists and others have frequently tried to efface our Arabic language. 
When the bill was presented, the government cooperated in order that we may 
attain a law that we can apply. 


As brother Mashari al-'Anjari pointed out, there is no objection to replacing 
"must" by "shall be banned." The ministries use Arabic, except in special 
cases according to the scope of the Arabic language or in foreign correspon- 
dence. Our ministries cannot but undertake this role. 


When correspondence was mentioned we feared that the law may establish penal- 
ties that could touch some institutions that may be confronted with consti- 
tutional provisions. But to be able to implement the law, our real situation 
dictates the exclusion of this issue wo that we may not slip into a pitfall. 
We can accept nothing but concern for this Arabic language. 


Proposal 


A proposal was then read calling for a ban on the use of languages other 
than Arabic in companies’ correspondence, contracts, or advertisements and 
each of the deputies expressed his observations on it. 


Mashari al-'Anjari: This proposal is compatible with what the minister of 
state has mentioned and we have replaced "must" by "shall be banned" and 
inserted the phrase "non-private correspondence." 


When a vote was taken on Article 2, it was approved by a majority of 24 
votes. 














Deputies Ahmad Baqir, Yusuf al-Mukhlid, and Dr Ya'qub Hayati spoke on the 
issue and the minister of state responded to their words. A proposal submit- 
ted by Ahmad Baqir on omitting a word or phrase was then read and the 
deputies approved it. 


Article 2 was read and the assembly approved the bill, provided that it go 
into effect in 6 months as of the date. 


Short Grace 


Khalaf al-'Anzi: All the oil companies’ employees speak in English. There 
is no call for the grace period to be longer than 6 months. Some foreign 
phrases used by businesses should also be abolished. 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 





NEW WEST BANK DEVELOPMENT fCTRATEGY DISCUSSED 
London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 25 Jul 86 pp 24-25 


[Article by Mazin Mustafa: "Development on the West Bank Is a Political 
Decision Taken by the Arabs Unanimously: New Palestinian Initiative To 
Obstruct Bush"] 


[Text] What is historic about the West Bank positions is that they force 
all the sides to reorder their priorities, even the Palestinian side itself. 
This is the secret of the quick and consistent harmony between the 
Palestinians and their legitimate leadership, the Palestinian Liberation 
Organization. This time in light of the new elements of the relationship 
between the PLO and Jordan, after the closing of the doors of Fatah's 
offices in Amman, King Husayn's announcement of a fifth development plan 
for the West Bank, and the efforts to appoint Arab mayors, the West Bank's 
position becomes more insistent on the necessity of deepening the Arab 
dimension in determining its future, whether through development plans 

or through international political negotiations that are sure not to be 
made without the PLO and without its legitimate leadership. As for why 
the Arab dimension has become more urgent, there is, in the opinion of 

the local leaders, more than one reason, including: 


1. The return of Jordan to the West Bank, whether through development 
projects or through the reactivating of the administrative activities it 
had before the occupation, is a political decision of the first order aid 
goes beyond the decision to link the issue with the unity of the 
legitimate representation of the Palestinians and their right to seli- 
determination. Likewise this decision originates from an Arab legitimacy, 
for compliance wit) it means that all the Arab states are responsible for 
the fate of the occupied territories and that this right is not Jordan's 
alone. 


2. The most important aspects of Arab interests aim at establishing a 
unified position concerning the urgent national issues of the burning front 
on the Arab gulf and of the front of the conflict against the American 
Zionist enemy in Palestine. Logic requires the presence of the PLO at the 
center of these interests and its absence means nothing more than the 
relinquishing of the Palestinians’ accomplishments of the last 20 years 

and a concentration on local interests at their expense. 
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3. What is happening now on the “West Bank is a result of the decision to 
support the Baghdad summit conference for steadfastness and resistance of 
1979, when the conference decided to support the steadfastness of the 
inhabitants under the occupation without a clear strategy that leads to 

a comhination of positive and negative results in such a way that permits 
many people to fish in muddied waters. The way to clean up these waters 
is an Arab decision and Arab responsibility. A study on "Ways To Embark 
upon the Process of National Development in the Occupied Territories" that 
will be published soon in Jerusalem indicates that the Arab error of the 
decision of the steadfastness and resistance conference was the setting 
aside of funds to support and distribute shares among the participating 
Arab countries without making strategic rules linked to the fate and future 
of the Arab--Israeli conflict as a whole. The only measure, which the 
conference contented itself with, was to require that both Jordan and the 
PLO set up a joint committee to support steadfastness, so that <he 
Jordanian and Palestinian sides were missing a clear plan, while the rest 
of the Arab countries were themselves relieved of the responsibility of 
following up and supervising, and had contented themselves with financial 
participation. 


The study, which was presented also as a working paper to the Palestinian 
National Fund in its meetings in June in Rabat, exposes the painful 
realities of the results of the strategy of steadfastness from 1979 to 1985, 
which now form elements of conflict and contention between Jordan and the 
PLO and which confirm the necessity that they be resolved in a respon :ible 
and committed Arab framework from the most precise daily details to the 
level of national decision. 


he first reality is the economic reality which can be summarized by the 
fact that the funds of Arab support have, with the best intentions, 
guaranteed the lightening of the burdens of the Israeli occupation. As for 
how this was done, the study says that the West Eank, until 1977, was 
considered a source of pure profit to Israel, since it is a market for its 
products and a source of cheap manpower, inasmuch as an Arab laborer in 
Israel pays taxes amounting to 40 percent of his wages, which to begin with 
are half the wages of the Israeli laborer, without getting any return in 
welfare through social security (education, health, housing). The economies 
of the Palestinian countryside have partially assisted the worker by 
reducing the total deficit, in what is called “social restitution of the 
worker's production" or what allows him to return to work virtually the 
next day. However, this did not last, since in 1977, it became clear that 
Israel had stricken the rural~peasant sector and that the "goose that laid 
the golden egg" needed its own fodder, which means that Israel began to 
build a system of social security financed by taxes collected from 
Palestinian workers, taxes that up to that time had gone for the purpose 

of Israeli military expansion or internal Israeli projects. At this point, 
Israel found it opportune to allow Arab assistance funds to enter the West 
Bank, on the condition that how much was spent and how it was spent were 
made known to the Israeli military government, which undertook to funnel 
them to the social welfare sector (education, heaith, housing, municipal 
services, and social affairs), the sector that the Israelis should have been 
paying for themselves, since they employ the Arab workers. 
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the statistical study of the sectors that received the largest portion of 
the assistance from 1979 to 1983 shows that 125 million dinars were spent 

in the following way: education, 21 percent; housing, 19 percent; municipal 
councils, 18 percent; social development (orphanages, charitable associa- 
tions, needy families), 8.4 percent; or a total of 66.4 percent for social 
welfare; then 9 percent for agriculture; 3 percent for industry; and 

3 percent for electricity. 


Add to this the approximately 40 international development agencies (28 of 
which are American) and the assistance of some of the consulates, which 
also fund some social welfare but not the creation of a productive economic 
industrial and social structure that has the goal of separating the 
economies of the West Bank from Israel and that uses Arab manpower in 
productive Arab projects. 


The second reality is social and in this context, the study relies on all 
the popular criticisms that are raised in the occupied territories against 
the method of Arab economic support of steadfastness, for the lack of a 
clear strategy has led to its becoming a form of “haphazard support,’ which 
is an alternative strategy, whereby the most influential and well-connected 
people on the West Bank, whether on the Jordanian or Palestinian side, are 
able to use the assistance money and a large sector, especially that of 
peasants and laborers, is deprived of it, and it is these latter who are 
most directly harmed by the occupation. The study indicated that the 
assistance had been concentrated in the urban sector, which reflected a 
bad distribution of revenue and an increase in the disparities between the 
rural sector and the city. In addition, wealth was concentrated in the 
hands of the big tradesman and contractors, who increased their activity, 
especially in the construction materials trade. 


ilo less important are the criticisms that were directed at the swelling of 
the bureaucratic sectors in the universities, for example, represented by 
an increase in their number (six universities) and in the number of special- 
izations, in addition to the assistance to free education, without there 
being a return, whereby the graduate would fulfill basic needs in his 
community, without taking into consideration the reality of the occupation 
and the necessity of confronting it in the future and without the existence 
of a development plan in which the graduate could be employed after gradua- 
tion, except for emigration to countries that have oil, which is no longer 
abundant. This lacl of a plan explains the existence of more than 12.000 
unemployed college graduates on the West Bank. 


In the cases where assistance was given to the rural agricultural sector, 
it led to an increase in mechanization without creating new employment for 
manpower. Mechanization in turn imposed a kind of production for export, 
not for local consumption, since the high cost of production prevents this. 
In addition, Arabs could not export Arab products from the West Bank, a 
fact which suktjected them once again to the fleecing of Israelis who 
export to Europe. In addition to this, the process of linking low-income 
people with housing loans from the joint committee created a new debt gap 
with these classes. This fact is confirmed by the hunger in the West Bank 














and in Gaza for productive projects and an increase in the negative effects 
of being linked to the Israeli economy, whether they are from the rise in 
the cost of living, the increase in inflation, or the falling value of the 
Israeli currency. Moreover, the occupation has taken control of the basic 
natural resources of the Arab lands. 


In the end, the sectors that have benefitted most from the housing projects 
are the professionals (lawyers, doctors, engineers, university professors) 
and this is a very narrow class, the assistance of which does not greatly 
affect future development for the sake of steadfastness. As for the 
manufacturing sector, which received 3 percent of the total assistance, its 
situation is no better than other sectors, since it faces historical 
structural problems dating from before 1967, and it is more a family craft 
or business sector than an industrial sector. Where there have been 
successful models the problem of competition with the Israeli market and 
obstacles to export to the Arab world have also remained. 


With regard to the current political situation on the West Bank, the study 
indicates that the most serious problem the former strategy of assistance 

has caused is the creation of a pattern of luxury consumption that is not 

at all an expression of normal economic development. This is itself embodied 
in the many luxury items (cars, large houses, imported furniture, expensive 
foreign-made electric appliances). Israeli statistics indicate, for example, 
that the number of new cars increased hy 60 percent from 1980 to 1983! 


The danger of this pattern of luxury consumption that this study points 

to is its link to socially parasitic classes on the fringe of the movement 
of steadfastness funds. These classes are extremely fragile because they 
do not derive from economically productive activity and they express them- 
selves politically with positions that are more fragile and commonplace 
and less coherent and stable. They no doubt realize that they are a 
product of a parasitic relationship with external assistance. Therefore 
they are the classes most eager for the continuation of the external 
assistance, whatever the political cost, sometimes with the slogan "save 
what can be saved" and other times with the slogan "develop new capabil- 
ities" or "improve living conditions." 


In the end, the aforementioned study draws its conclusion that calls for 

an increase in the Arab commitment to the future of the occupied territories, 
led by the PLC through an Arab development plan that resolders the West 
Bank reality, which is behind the accomplishments realized in the Arab 
world during the former era of oil development, that is missed. This plan 
can be achieved through unified Aiab pressure on the European Common Market, 
which is currently trying to expand its joint agreements with a number of 
Arab countries and which brought Spain, for example, into its fold and 
forced it to recognize Israel without securing in return pressure on Israel 
for the sake of the issue that was the reason for their break in relations, 
i.e., the occupied territories; on the contrary, the European Market make 

a retreat even from the venice statement issued in 1980. 


The study suggests that the Arab states use an economic boycott of the 
United States in order to pressure it into permitting the implementation of 
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national development programs that will end by giving Palestinians the 
right to establish their own independent state. 


With regard to recent Palestinian activities in light of the meetings of 
the executive committee of the PLO in Tunisia, a Palestinian source told 
AL- HANVADTTE that the designing of a total Palestinian development plan has 
begun and that the PLO will present it to the Arab states to get support 
for it and to make sure it succeeds. The source said that this issue is 
at the top of the list of matters for dialogue among the Palestinian factions, 
as a reflection of the dialogue that currently exists among the wings of 
these factions within the occupied territories for the sake of preserving 
the gains of the previous struggle, because agreement on a clear and viable 
development plan in the occupied territories requires that national unity, 
both at home and abroad, be achieved. The renewal call of the president of 
Algeria, Chedli Ben Jedid, for the convening of a conference for Palestinian 
dialogue and Algeria’s willingness to host it once again no doubt reflects 
the fact that the negotiations have reached a positive stage that the 
Algerian government believes sufficient to begin the dialogue. 


With regard to Arab activity, a Palestinian source said that Abu 'Ummar had 
sent a number of envoys to various Arab countries in addition to his visits 
to Iraq and Sudan and his meeting with tne secretary general of the Arab 
League, and that the basic issue was the call for an Arab conference that 
guarantees that Arab interests be fulfilled in a way that preserves the 
Palestinians' political and tangible achievements. 


This source indicated that the statements of the Palestinian leader to the 
German newspaper DER SPIEGEL, in which he showed that he was prepared to 
absent himself from the international conference, if it was agreed to put 
the occupied territories under the mandate of the United Nations as a 
transition phase in the process of establishing the Palestinian state, are 
part of a politically and economically integrated plan on both the Arab 
and international levels; that Abu 'Ummar will announce this before the 
arrival of George Bush, the American vice president, in another tour of 
Jordan, Israel, and Egypt in the beginning of the coming August; and that 
this plan is based on Arab unanimity, which needs to be affirmed in a 
summit conference that confirms and supports the decision of the Rabat 
summit. 


The Palestinian source says that Bush's upcoming visit is a practical 
attempt to consolidate the gains that have occurred in America's and 
Israel's favor, that were a result of the termination of the Jordanian- 
Palestinian agreement, and that there is a race with time to present an 
Arab Palestinian plan that must be completed before the end of the summer. 


The question is: Will rain fall from Bush's cloud this summer or...will 
milk be lost there? 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


TROOP COORDINATION IN MODERN ARMED CONFLICT DISCUSSED 
Riyadh AL-DIFA' in Arabic Apr 86 pp 6-15 


[Article by Staff Brigadier General Ibrahim Kakhiya "Systemitizing Forces' 
Cooperation in Modern Warfare"] 


[Text] A variety of troops and means of armed conflict participate in 
modern warfare. Missile, mechanized, tank, and artillery forces of different 
calibers, air defense forces, engineers, the signal corps, and other 
specialities participate in it. Likewise the air force, paratrooper forces, 
coast guard, and naval infantry forces participate in combat near the coasts. 


We know that every type of ammunition and every piece or unit is distinguished 
by its strength and its armament according to predetermined combat character- 
istics, firing capabilities, and tactical capability to carry out fixed tasks. 
Each type of military force is distinguished from the other in its strong or 
weak aspects. But these types work together in combat at one time and carry 
out a combat duty or a single operational duty together. 


Therefore cooperation directs the ordering of combat efforts to the units and 
organizations of the various types of forces and means of armed conflict with 
a goal of using all facets of their power. Utilizing these efforts ensures 
victory in the conflict, operation, or war, God willing. 


First: Meaning of the Principle of Modern Cooperation and Its Essence 


The organization of cooperation before World War II was an activity of the 
troop command. But after this war it became an important principle of the 
science of war, due to the number of classes, weapons, and types that 
participated in that war and the necessity to arrange the efforts during it 
to carry out combat activities and strategic operations. The events of the 
local wars that took place after World War II, such as the Korean conflict, 
Vietnam, and the wars of the Middle East, demonstrated the advantage of the 
principle of cooperation and the necessity to preserve it. 


The principle of cooperation mirrors, in its contemporary meaning, the nature 
of modern warfare. Its distinguishing characteristic is the participation of 
all types and varieties of forces. The principle of cooperation determines 

that success in the war, the operation, and the modern joint battle cannot be 
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carried out except by joint unified efforts using all the means of armed 
conflict, the various units of the forces and agencies, and the joint weapons 
in combat on the basis of their reliable and continued cooperation. 


Likewise the skilled coordination of the activities of all the means of 

modern armed conflict, and the types of joint forces in the conflict, the 
operation, requires an exact knowledge of their combat characteristics, 
capabilities, and methods of their technical and scientific use in the various 
conditions of the combat situation. It also requires speed and exactitude in 
carrying out the necessary calculations by the commander and his staff and 
representatives of the special sections and the utilization of machines and 
automatic command systems to complete these calculations in a short time. 


Whereas nuclear weapons are the most powerful means of destruction at the 
present time, the chief component of cooperation is the coordination of the 
forces" work with the goal of making effective use of the results of the 
nuclear attacks or missiles. In other words, the significance of the principle 
of cooperation in nuclear warfare is summarized in the implementation of an 
organization and in the execution of the cooperation of the different types 

of armed forces in the interest of more effective use of nuclear weapons. The 
s,ecial principle of cooperation is the principle of directing the coordinated 
attacks at one time on the enemy in a nuclear war. The widespread saying 
"Depart separately and attack together" will be evoked on a new objective 
basis." 


Cooperation manifests itself in modern warfare operations and in contemporary 
joint battles in the coordination of the activities of the types of troops 
and the means of destruction, that is, according to the duties and directions, 
lines, and time, likewise in the mutual assistance between units in the 
interest of the successful execution of the joint military duty. Duties are 
military tasks that support the organizations and combat divisions, whereas 
lines are the lines on the ground, topography, and important goals. 


In the pursuit of operational exactitude, we say that cooperation is organized 
in an attack according to the tasks to be done, immediately, next, and 
following. They are determined exactly according to the lines and the time 
in detail. As for defense, cooperation is organized according to the tasks 

of destroying the enemy on the hills of defense, destroying the enemy before 
the front defense line, and destroying the enemy penetrating the defense." 

It is determined in detail according to the trends of the counterattack. 


The experience of past wars has demonstrated that the organization of 
cooperation was carried out during the preparations for the operation or the 
battle, with exactitude and in detail regarding the execution of the immediate 
tasks. Each section of the elements of the combat arrangement, or each 
operational unit, is given a clear role and place during the execution of this 
immediate task or operational duty. The idea and the plan were to organize 
the cooperation by the levels of carrying out the next and following tasks 
that take place in a basic form and in wide lines. Because the land and the 
enemy in the middle of doing the immediate task are easily observed and 
studied, that determines the depth of the next and the following tasks. 
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From the academic point of view, the organization of cooperation can be 
divided into three levels: strategic cooperation, well exemplified by the 
strategic cooperation between the Egyptian and Syrian armies during the 
Ramadan war of 1973; operational cooperation, also well exemplified by the 
Syrian organizations and the Saudi forces in Syria during the aforementioned 
war; and tactical combat cooperation, which takes place between the units, 
elements, and arms of the units or the combat organization, like the coopera- 
tion that occurred between the units of the King ‘Abd-al-'Aziz Ibn Saud 
Brigade and its supporting units during the carrying out of its holy duty on 
the Syrian battle front in 1973. 


As for the types of organization of cooperation in general, we distinguish 
among them organizing cooperation with the highest level, organizing coopera- 
tion at a lower level, in other words with the subordinate commanders in the 
organization or the unit, and organizing cooperation with the neighbors, in 
other words with the subordinate commanders in the organization or the unit, 
and organizing cooperation with the neighbors, in other words the friendly 
neighboring units that we have during the execution of combat duty. There 

is also the organization of cooperation with a representative of the air 
force or with a representative of the navy. 


The essence of cooperation in combat is made up, as we have seen, of the 
combat efforts coordinated into duties, courses, lines and times. It is also 
made up of the mutual cooperation between the organizations and units of the 
various types of forces and from the special forces, likewise with the 
neighboring forces, to carry out the combat duties or the operational duties 
and to execute them correctly and in a bigger way. Therefore the organization 
of cooperation is considered the important duty, if we do not mention the holy 
duty, of every commander and of every general staff when organizing the battle 
or operation and during it. 


Precise and continuous organization of cooperation and its preservation 

during combat bring out the skill of the commander, his organizational 
ability, his tactical view, his ability to lead the troops, and his operational 
experience in controlling the units and subordinate or supporting weapons, 
directing their activities, and utilizing their attacks in the path of carry- 
ing out the task with which he is shouldered to be successful in the battle 

or the military operation. The merit in that is in the system that supports 
him in command and carries out the control for him during combat, the general 
staff system. Mutual cooperation and understanding and reliable trust between 
the commander and the staff system give to the cooperation organization its 
opportunity to be successful and to be carried out better. 


One of the conditions of the modern organization of cooperation is that the 
cooperation should continue from the beginning of the battle (operation) until 
its end. Any gaps in it, even for a short time, could result in chaos in the 
work of the troops, a lessening in the power of attack, and the occurrence of 
inexcusable losses. The spontaneity of the commanders and subordinates plays 
a big role in the continuous preservation of cooperation. They must at all 
times pay attention to this cooperation, endeavor to carry on communication 
with the neighboring forces and with the superior commander, and carry out 
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the cooperation without waiting for orders. Initiative and courage play a 
role in cases like these. 


Cooperation can be effective when the commander of each unit participating 

in the combat understands correctly the goal of the battle (or the operation), 
his general and specific combat duty, and the means to carry them out. He 
knows with whom, when and how, and why he is cooperating and when his superior 
commander informs him of the combat situation in detail and truthfully. The 
appropriate spontaneity appears, and it carries the responsibility directed 
toward preserving the continuation of cooperation. Of the importance of 
organizing cooperation and the necessity of maintaining it during combat, I 
used to advise the officers in training in the command and general staff 
school: "Cling stubbornly to the organization of cooperation and its 
preservation." 


Second: Particulars of Organizing Cooperation in Combat 


In general, commanding troops in modern conditions comprises the following 
tasks: preserving high morale and a high state of readiness in the forces, 
gathering and studying information about the operational combat situation 

to discover the intentions of the enemy, decision-making, giving orders to 

the subordinate troops, organizing the cooperation of the forces and maintain- 
ing it, protecting the forces in battle or the operation with all that is 
necessary, administratively, technically, and in combat, and then reviewing 
the troops and verifying that the orders are carried out. 


What concerns us in this discussion is the subject of how to organize and 
preserve the cooperation of the troops This organizational activity (or 
procedure) comes as part of the support of combat duties. But it must not 

be supposed that there is a separate time or a break between these two 
organizational tasks. Rather, organizing cooperation accompanies the opera- 
tion of support duties and is given to the subordinates immediately after they 
have been given their spoken combat order, what are called by system Arab 
armies action orders. 


In truth, systematic and continuous leadership insures obtaining initiative, 
and preserving it and the secrecy of the battle preparation, surprising the 
enemy with attacks by the effective use of nuclear weapons or at least the 
weapons with strong destructive power and by the classical (regular) means of 
destruction, utilizing the results, and immediately carrying out measures to 
defend against weapons of total destruction. Likewise it allows the 
effective utilization of all the forces in the battle, taking into considera- 
tion their combat characteristics and specializations. 


The reason why the troops in present conditions need the operation of 
organizing cooperation is the rapid change of the combat situation and a lack 
of adequate time for the troops and units involved. The period of time 

cannot be counted in days and hours. It is the minutes and seconds and their 
expensive price that are considered. Therefore it is still preferable to 
calculate everything, to expect everything, and to give solutions to the 
emergency combat situations and events with the aim of keeping the opportunity 
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from the enemy and preventing him from reaping the fruits of his combat 
activities, his methods of maneuvers, and his potential attacks. 


The organization of cooperation is carried out by the commander on the ground, 
on the map, or in the field office sometimes. That is based on the decision 
made during the battle or the operation, according to its type. If it is 

an attack, then the cooperction is organized according to the tasks of the 
attack--directly, following, and afterward, or daily--and it is detailed in 
lines and time and in greater detail in the case of the immediate task. 
However, if the battle is defensive, then cooperation is organized according 
to the tasks, in other words the expected directions of the enemy's attack. 

It is set out in detail according to the attacks of our enemy, 


It is possible that the commander's style of operating during the organization 
of cooperation will be of several types. It depends on the combat situation, 
the enemy, the friend, the ground, the division, and the time and, more 
specifically, the amount of time the commander has. The organization of 
cooperation requires instructions using directives, and the content of these 
directives depends on the type of combat operation, (attack, defense, or 
encounter) and on the strength and means of backing, or what is called the 
multitudes by the Arab armies, and on the neighbors and the nature of the 
combat activities. 


The commander and his staff undertake to solve the problems of cooperation 
during the entire battle or operation. But its important questions are 
decided when the basic decision is made, and then they are set out in detail 
as necessary. That is in the context of the activity to organize the combat 
actions, then it serves to inform the subordinates in the form of directives. 
As we said before, the commander organizes the cooperation between the 
subordinate, attached, and supporting units immediately after laying out 
their combat duties, taking special care to coordinate the action of the 
troops with the goal of utilizing the results of the nuclear weapons, 
artillery fire, and air strikes. 


With the result of organizing cooperation, the commanders and staffs of the 
cooperating forces must understand correctly the goal of the combat actions, 
the combat duties, and the methods of carrying them out and to know the 
cooperation signals and the system (arrangement) to preserve communication and 
exchange information. The formulation of writing or recording the 
organization of cooperation is usually on the decision map, or on a separate 
map. It can be placed on the level of the formation (brigade, detachment), in 
the form of the cooperation plan or in the form of a written chart in which is 
clarified the activity of the units and types at every stage in the cooperation 
organization, keeping in mind that the planned cooperation chart is best laid 
out at the level of the detachment (infantry, tank, motorized). 


The commanders and staffs preserve cooperation during the battle or operation, 
They likewise take great care to extend cooperation between the units that 
use nuclear arms or destructive firepower and between the units that work 
against nuclear attacks or that counter major attacks and to direct concentra- 
tion to the principal defense efforts. In case of confusion about or a cutoff 
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in cooperation, God forbid, the commanders must make all arrangements to 
reestablish it and to ensure its continuation. 


It is necessary to determine instances of faulty cooperation at the 
appropriate time to ensure that the combat units are following the system of 
cooperation laid down, to correct the reasons for the breakdown, and to 
reestablish communication between the cooperating units. This requires 

that the commanders and the staffs determine measures that will be taken to 
renew cooperation and transmit them to the subordinates as quickly as possible 
and to transmit to them the new system for joint action during the execution 
of a combat task or an operational duty. 


But I finish speaking about how to organize cooperation that is not clarified 
completely and in detail except by thorough operational application or by 
reading the actual combat documents pertaining to the organization of 
cooperation, such as maps, plans, and charts, in other words, reading the 
actual or training combat documents of troop maneuvers and plans, I believe 
that it is necessary to clarify the questionof signals that accompany every 
operation to organize cooperation, whatever their form and formulation. 


The signals that are repeated at the end of the documents of cooperation are 
of four types. They must appear in every operation are of four types. They 
must appear in every operation organizing cooperation. They are command 
signals, recognition signals, warning signals, and danger signals. Each 
signal is given a code and a special number. 


Command signals include signals of cooperation between the infantry, tanks, 
artillery, and other types of forces that are part of the basic land forma- 
tions like the signal to begin artillery preparation fires, to transfer 
firing, to cease firing, to request firing, to request to deploy an 

or a chemical detachment, to summon tanks, to man tanks, and to march. 


Signals of recognition include signs that are drawn on tanks and friendly 
armored equipment in order to recognize friendly air forces and to learn the 
foremost limit of the friendly forces, etc. 


Warning signals include warnings of the known danger of an air attack, counter- 
attack, or tank attack. Danger signals are to warn of gas, atomic, or germ 
warfare attacks or attacks by paratroope or other such troops in an effective 
manner. Warning or danger signals are given electronically in code or number 
are are repeated intermittently to give the units notice and time to carry out 
the necessary procedures. 


Third: Characteristics of Forecasting in War 


We mentioned in the explanation of how to organize cooperation that when the 
commander undertakes this important task, he must conceive previously of how 
to carry out the battle or operation. That is before it occurs, naturally. 
In other words, he plans for events in a basic way. Therefore some of the 
military observers give the organization of cooperation a name, the battle 
scenario, in other words the detailed story of the battle and its conception 
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before it is actually carried out. I think that the system of planned 
battle in the Iraqi or the Jordanian army is given the term battle plan. I 
cannot say for sure, owing to my lack of a technical source to confirm this. 


The important thing in this subject is that the leadership of the troops that 
takes organizing cooperation to heart will experience in modern conditions a 
new form, due to the greater scope of information given about the combat 
situation. The change in its nature will necessarily result in giving more 
attention to forecasting by the military commander during combat. This 
scientific and operational forecasting is worthless without the commander 
using the correct method to evaluate the situation, without organized 
research, and without a deep knowledge of the nature of modern warfare, of 
current ammunition, and of the tactics of our forces and those of the enemy. 
Therefore I have decided to add to the study of the organization of cooperation 
an idea about forecasting during battle. 


It is necessary, before everything, that we mention that forecasting in the 
theory of battle and its applications have a stamp of probability. It is 
required for many reasons. 


First, the appearance of different unexpected events during the course of 
battle produces a substantial effect on the course of the armed conflict and 
on its development. 


Second, each party wants to hide his strength, his actual means, his 
intentions, and his goals and to deceive his opponent (enemy). 


Third, there is the lack of information about the situation, if it is not 
possible during the battle to get complete information about the situation. 


The level of uncertainty in forecasting can be set in degrees of very likely, 
likely, unlikely, or impossible. The commander, in his intent to reduce this 
uncertainty as much as possible, is obliged to work in all his efforts to 
obtain the initial first-class information, which must be complete at least, 
in order to determine the time, whether in defense or in attack or in battle 
encounters. In other words the time factor in scientific forecasting has a 
great and obvious importance at the present time. 


Forecasting in the art of war also has specialties required by the standards 
of the armed conflict. If the scope of the strategic forecast is the entire 
armed conflict, then the operational-tactical forecast concerns few battles 
and operations. When the science of operations and tactics are subject to 
strategy, then operational and tactical forecasting must take into considera- 
tion the science of operations and tactics. 


In the opere*ionai-tactical domain (especially the tactical), forecasting 
enjoys mo: clarity than in the strategic domain. It requires initial data 
in greater detail. Actually a mistake in a squadron or even one detachment 
in the tactical realm could result in serious consequences. However, in the 
strategic realm, a mistake in data about a squadron, or two squadrons, or a 
brigade (battalion) has an essential importance when delimiting the progress 
of the offensive, especially when delimiting the outcome of the entire war. 
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Strategic forecasting differs from operational forecasting because it is more 
continuous and because slight changes in the operational tactical domain 

require from the command verification at the time of battle. In the strategic 
domain, the verification of plans does not take place until after the essential 
changes in relation to the economic, significant, and human forces of the two 
sides in conflict and, more specifically, in relation to the military forces. 


An example of forecasting in the operational-technical domain is the require- 
ment of the combat systems and the training books that include instructions 
and advice about using the types and specific means for combat operations in 
the coming war. Naturally it is not necessary that these instructions be 
understood like imitations because the systems give clear instructions about 
all the questions that could face the commander in battle. But the experienced 
and unusual commander looks for the best means to carry out the battle order 
given to him, taking into consideration the requirements of the systems from 
one aspect and the factors of the current situation from another. , 
Among the conditions necessary for scientific forecasting in the art of war 
also is the taking into consideration of the experience of past wars. Without 
that there can be no determination of the course of the development of war and 
no accurate forecasting of the course and development of the coming battle or 
the operation. But this does not mean that the tasks of the coming battle of 
the operation will necessarily be solved by the same means that prevailed in 
the past operation or battle. Rather the new situations and means of conflict 
used in battle that reoccur must be watched. The clever and experienced 
commander benefits from the experience of the past, but he does not follow it 
in a blind imitation. Rather he seeks the right way to arrive at a new way 
and a better methed to carry out the battle task with success. 


The time that is available to get battle orders to the troops has become very 
short. Making the decision about the battle or the operation and organizing 
cooperation have become more tied than at any other time to the carrying out 
of many exact tactical computations. Computers have begun to play an impor- 
tant rnle in solving the questions of leadership. Among them is the subject 
of orgunizing cooperation and preserving it, which creates time and helps the 
staff carry out its duty. I end this discussion with His Word, may He be 
exalted: "Cooperate with piety and in devotion. Do not cooperate with sin 
and hostility." The jihad in the path of elevating God's word, and in the 
victory of his religion, is in devotion. It is the apex of the summit and 
the dome of Islam. 
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GRAIN CROP YIELD MEETS CONSUMER DEMAND 


Danascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 30 Jun 86 p 7 
[Article by Faydallah al-Ghadiri] 


[Text] While everyone tends to believe that the current wheat season will 
be able to meet consumer demand and realize a surplus for export to support 
the trade blance, the different agriculture circles expect that the governo- 
rate barley crop this year, which amounts to about 280,000 tons, will 
contribute to a return of stability in the fodder market with a large surplus 
that will meet the needs of the livestock for fodder for the next 2 years 

at least. 


Amidst the figures and expectations indicated by the panorama of harvesting 
which has entered its last stages after the completion which has entered 
its last stages after the completion of harvesting the barley crop, the 
grain establishment branch is centering its interest on implementing the 
purchasing plan for the current year, which amounts to 200,000 tons of 
barley and 125,000 tons of wheat. The farmers, who plan to market their 
crops at a highly subsidized price, attaining this year 175 piasters for a 
kilogram of wheat, and 139 piasters for barley, will center their interest 
on the possibility of benefiting from the available marketing procedures, 
in the forefront of which are the problems of transportation and freight 
from the production sites to the marketing centers. 


What about this side? 
Alert Status and Utmost Preparedness 


In addition to four roving purchasing committees whose assignment is to 
cover the less dense productive sites in the governorate, ten seasonal 
marketing centers were opened in the countryside and another permanent 
five centers were opened in the city to complete the marketing operations 
in the shortest time and without hindrance. 


The director of the grain manufacturing and trade establishment branch 


emphasized in his talk the increasing efficiency of the marketing procedures 
this year and that these centers, which are manned by technical and 
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specialized cadres, «re currently capable of receiving any quantities of 
crops and completing the operations of purchase, receipt, and loading 
within a few minutes. 


The director of the establishment branch adds that the density of the 
crops this year forced the establishment to make special arrangements, 
the most important of which are the continuation to distribute sacks to 
the farmers at the predetermined price, and the emphasis on the secret- 
sample system which guarantees the farmer the right to the proper price, 
and provides him with ample relaxation, trust, and conviction that the 
higher price for the better product is a binding fact, 


Using the Empty Space in Silos 


[Question] We asked the director of the grains branch whether other 
procedures were adopted to secure complete protection for the marketed 
products this year. 


[Answer] In view of the rise in the marketing mode, and the need of 
marketed crops for protection from natural factors, an agreement was 
recently reached with the general establishment for railroads to systematize 
the freight of the current season's grains from the eastern governorates 

to the interior. A contract project systematizing the work between the 

two establishments was studied. According to the contract a daily 

schedule is prepared to transport the wheat from the production sites in 
al-Jazirah and the Euphrates to the storage centers in the interior. 


It is obvious that this step will enable us to speed up the operations 
of purchasing, and transportation. It will also lead to the utmost 
utilization of the freight capacity available to the railroads and will 
benefit from empty spaces in the silos in the producing governorates 
for new and recurrent storage operations. 


New Silos to Be Completed Next Year 


The director of the northern region branch for silos states that our 
circumstances this year are not different from those of last year. 


The storage capacity for the silos in Aleppo, Idlib, and al-Reqqah 
which amount to 170,000 tons is not adequate to store all the crops of 
wheat produced by these governorates this year. Thus, a part of the 
crop will be stored in the open, but for a short period of time. 


Next year our storage capacity will rise to 300,000 tons and in the 
following year the maximum storage capacity will reach 400,000 tons. 
This is contingent upon the completion of the new expansion projects 
in the three governorates and especially in the new Khan Tuman silo in 
Sama'an mountain region and whose storage capacity on completion will 
be 100,000 tons. 
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The director of the silos branch adds that there is no danger inherent in 
storing any part of the crops in the open because the system used to 
circumvent this problem is the short-period system, which allows uncovered 
quantities to be trnasferred to the silos to replace the daily quantities 
that are extracted from the silos. 


The Marketing Gate is Open 


We return to the issue of marketing, the proportions achieved and realized 
so far, and depend in our search on the statistics issued by the grains 
establishment branch consecutively and on a daily basis. 


From an original purchasing plan covering 200,000 tons of barley and 
125,000 tons of wheat, the establishmnet was not able till the 25th of 
this month to purchase more than 56,006 tons of barley and 10,000 tons of 
wheat, which are minute quantities compared to the planned amounts. 


On commenting on the paucity of the purchased quantities, the grains 
establishment sources emphasize that the marketing gate is open indefinitely. 
We expect that the marketing movement, at least for the wheat crop, will 
assume its real dimensions after the farmers complete harvesting their 

crops, i.e., after the exit of the last harvester from the productive 

fields in the four stabilization regions on the 10th or the 15th of next 
month. 


Will We Reach the Equivalency Stage 


The question we asked in the Agricultural Directorate and the Farmers' 
Association centered around the agricultural operation stages starting 
with the soil preparation, and finishing with harvesting and disposing 

of the crop; and it centered on the fact that land, production require- 
ments, and the use of technology in matters related to agriculture are 
basic elements in the agricultural problem and in increasing productivity 
and yields in unit areas. We pondered several times at the possibility 
of attaining the stage of equivalency between the planned production 

and the actual production for all the crops and especially the winter 
crops on which we place great hopes in increasing the domestic production 
and translating that production into establishments, scarce materials, 
and spare parts to restore life to thousands of factories and laboratories 
that vitalize our country. 


No Place for Surprises 


The head of the protection division in the Agricultural Directorate 
indicated that the question of equivalency between the planned and actual 
production is still beyond the scope of understanding and research. 

Thus, from one year to another, we find ourselves forced to accept the 
fait accompli whether higher or lower. Agricultural plans, within its 
scientific and studied framework, have no place for surprises. This 
naturally necessitates the employment of all human, material, and 
technical capabilities without letting one side or one stage overcome 
another. 














We do not lack land. The annual horizontal expansion in unit areas by 
adding new land to the arable or developed land is a fact in the path of 
our agricultural sector. Within the last 10 years and due to the great 
attention bestowed on the agricultural sector we have been able to reach 
the stage of self-sufficiency if not the stage of surplus. 


This year, the areas planted with wheat and barley throughout the governo- 
rate attained about 539,000 hectares. The share of the cooperative sector 
was about 181,000 hectares. If we had had a studied plan that takes into 
consideration the other basic elements such as production requirements, 
machinery, and the use of technology in a better way, our production of 
wheat and barley for this year would have been double what was expected. 
Thus there is an intimate and close relationship between the different 
stages of the agricultural operation. This means that any effort to have 
higher growth rates must start with technology and securing the production 
requirements because these are the most important elements. 


Only Four Harvesters 


The comrade president of the Farmers' Association in the governorate 
stated that the farmers' cooperative sector has realized this year an 
increase in the productivity of high-yield wheat amounting to 30 percent 
in comparison with last year. What is said about wheat can also be 

said about barley, but we are still suffering from difficulties, the 
most important of which is that we now own only four harvesters from an 
original quantity of 273 active harvesters in the governorate. 


There are also deficiencies in the agricultural machinery and their spare 
parts. We also have problems concerning the insecticides, fertilizers, 
and mineral oils. 


New Means for Higher Rates 


The annual periodic economic report mentions, a concerning agricultural 
works, that efforts were centered last year and this year on finding new 
means to obtain higher growth rates for all crops. The high productivity 
of the winter crops this season was aided by the tendency towards density 
agriculture, especially in the land that is irrigated by rivers and 
surface wells, and the procedures adopted to lay the fallow land. The 
agricultural cycles applied in each stabilization region had a marked 
effect on increasing the yield. 


By giving the economic report free rein, we find that several factors 
were introduced in the production plan last year and greatly affected 
the performance and implementation: 


The most important factors are drought, deficiency in production require- 
ments, and the absence of extermination at the appropriate time due 

to the scarcity of insecticides. This led to a decline in production, 
leading in turn to the inability of the marketing plan to achieve its 
goals and commitments. 














The head of the Protection Directorate emphasizes that this year most of 
these factors were automatically controlled. The extermination teams 
using the available materials treated about 80 percent of all the areas 
planted with wheat and barley in the governorate. It was also possible 
to exterminate several insects and eradicate weeds encroaching on the 
crops and especially an insect that chews the new seedlings that appeared 
for the first time in our fields. 


We asked the director of the Protection Directorate about his expectations 
for the coming season. He said: It is too early to respond, however, 

I want to stress now that our production of wheat and barley for this year 
exceeds what was expected. 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


LOAN FROM BANK OF HOLLAND APPROVED BY PRESIDENT 
Ta‘izz AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 20 Jul 86 p 1 
[Article: "President Agrees To Loan Settlement" ] 


[Text] The Brother Colonel ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih, the president, 
commander-in-chief of the armed forces, and the secretary general of 
the People's General Conference, approved yesterday law number 16 for 
the year 1986 which was promulgated by the People's Constitutional 
Council concerning the approval of the loan agreement concluded between 
the goverriment of the Yemen Arab Republic and the Bank of Holland for 
Investment in Developing Nations. Following is the text of the law: 


In the Name of the People 
The President 


After perusal of the permanent constitution, and the constitutional 
declaration issued on 6 Mar 78 to form the People's Constitutional Council 
which was modified by the constitutional declaration issued on 17 Apr 78; 
and the constitutional declaration issued on 22 Apr 78 to act according 
to the resolutions of the People's Constitutional council for the 
determination of the form of the presidency, the determination of its 
authority and duration, and the constitutional declaration issued on 

8 May 79 modifying some of the rulings of the previous constitutional 
declarations related to the People's Council with the expansion of its 
authority, and the increase in its membership; and after the approval 

of the Council of Ministers, the People's Constitutional Council 
promulgated the law whose text follows, and which we have approved and 
issued: 


Article 1: The loan agreement dated 10 Sep 85 which accompanies this 
law and which was concluded between the Yemen Arab Republic and the 

Bank of Holland for Investment in Developing Nations was approved. The 
loan is for only 6,900,000, Dutch guilders equivalent to only 15,070,511, 
Yemeni riyals to finance a part of the cost of the project to equip 

the revoiution's Prototype General Hospital. Article 2: This law 
becomes effective as of the date of its issuance and is to be published 
in the official gazette. 














Issued in the presidential palace in Sanaa on 12 Dhu al-Qa'dah 1406 
Hijrah H corresponding to 19 Jul &6. Signed by Col ‘Ali ‘Abdallah 
Salih, the president, commander-in-chief of the armed forces, secretary 
general of the People's General Conference, 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


LOAN TO FINANCE MA'RIB-SAFIR ROAD PROJECT 
Sanaa AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 22 Jul 86 p l 
[Article: "Governmental Stance Regarding Contiguous Regions"] 


[Text] The People's Constitutional Council held its regular session 
yesterday morning under the chairmanship of the Brother Judge 'Abd-al-Karim 
al-'Arshi, the vice president, president of the People's Constitutional 
Council, and member of the Permanent Committee. 


The Council listened to the report submitted by the Planning, Financial, 
and Economic Affairs Committee about its study of the loan agreement 

to finance Ma'rib-Safir road project which was concluded between our 
country and the International Development Organization. 


The project will connect the oil fields and the newly built refinery 
with the main highway network at Ma'rib. Besides, it can be utilized 
in the transportation of agricultural crops and particularly for the 
completion of the construction of the Ma'rib dam project. 


In view of the current and future importance of the project, the council 
studied the agreement and discussed it in details, culminating the 
discussion by approving it after listening to the responses of the 
government side to its inquiries and questions, and after submitting 

its observations and necessary recommendations. 


The government was represented by Brother Engineer ‘Abdallah al-Karshami, 
the minister of public works, the head of the highway department, and a 
number of specialists in the contiguous districts. 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 





PUBLIC SECTOR VITAL FOR NATIONAL ECONOMY 
Sanaa AL-THAWRAH in Arabic 19 Jul 86 p 12 
[Article by Lieutenant Colonel ‘Ali Abdallah al-Salal] 


[Text] Whatever the excesses, mistakes, and pitfalls of the public sector, 
we do not have the right to rule on its liquidation and sale to the 

private sector on the pretext of covering its losses and its poor quality 
after the creation of a private sector capable of replacing it and providing 
its services to the public. 


Anyone who imagines that the private sector or at least part of it is 
truthful in its intentions and patriotic platitudes is wrong because 
the "abc's" of capitalism, however patriotic, are the realization of 
profit and the unwillingness to tolerate losses while the public sector, 
due to its service mandate and patriotic orientation, is capable of 
meeting its commitments and responding to people's needs for strategic 
commodities as represented by food, clothing, and drugs. According to 
its organization, it withstands both profits and losses. 


The public sector in our country, which is directed toward providing 
the necessary commodities, has proven that it upholds the patriotic 
responsibility with which it was charged. 


In addition to providing all the necessary commodities such as clothing, 
food, and drugs at affordable prices, this sector has realized enough 
profits which enable it to expand and extend its services to all the 
cities and villages and give it the ability to withstand the attacks 

of the speculators, the greedy, and the dishonest merchants. It has 
rendered it victorious over the vulgar conspiracies contrived against 

it by some petty private sector merchants and some of those who claim 
to be revolutionary, patriotic, and sincere. 


I do not think that the attempts against the public sector to liquidate 
it will help any of those who are sincerely seeking to uphold the 

path of development by realizing achievements, either in the public 
sector or the national capitalism, because harming the public sector 
hurts the essence of the revolutionary creed which was personified in 
the six principles and covenants, and the laws and regulations emanating 

















from them and complementing them. If the public sector in our country is 
fighting an unequal battle with exploiting capital. The basis for its 
holding out against its enemies is the honorable staud adopted by the 
faithful son of the September revolution, the urbane president, Colonel 
"Ali ‘Abdallah Salih; he bestows support and encouragement on the 
unknown soldiers who assume the leadership of the public sector 
establishments in this turbulent sea of vulgar conspiracies promoted 
by the enemies of the revolution who use weak-spirited persons, pre- 
tenders of revolutionary and patriotic sentiments, those who lost the 
revolutionary immunity; and those who are ignorant of the wide scope 
conspiracy threads aimed at destroying the revolution by weakening our 
national economy and shaking it: solid pillars. 


The attempt to strike at the public sector is not directed against the 
public sector per se inasmuch as it is directed at the destruction of 

a people's establishment whose pillars were set by the victorious 
September revolution to deliver the fruits of the revolution and the 
achievements of the developmental march to the broad base of the people 
who have the right and interest in the revolution and the settling 

of the foundations of the republican regime. 


The issue, in all truth, honesty, and frankness, is that of open 
confrontation between the enemies of the revoltion and its supporters, 
and between the people and their enemies who harbor hatred and resentment 
against them. Those who support the public sector are the honorable 

ones among the people, while those who support the other side are the 
enemies of the people who steal its goods and are ungrateful. 


Let us be clearer and more precise in dealing with an important and 
dangerous issue in which young establishments are subjected to the 
liquidation conspiracy. These establishments were founded in the 
shadows of the developmental march to be the citadel that protects 

our people from exploitation. Prominent among these are the military- 
economic establishment, the foreign trade company, and the grains 
establishment; and the drugs company; the cement, tobacco and matches 
company; and every company or establishment that was founded to fight 
the high cost of living and exploitation. Those in favor of apostasy 
an. darkness in the Arab Republic of Egypt attempted to exploit the 
fierce attacks against the great July revolution and sought to liquidate 
all its achievements, but the people and the army in Egypt stood up 

to all the bats and agents and forced them to return to their holes in 
which they hid without attaining any goal that undermines the great 
revolution in Egypt or belittles its immortal leader, Jamal ‘'Abd-al- 
Nasir. 


As long as the son of the September revolution, and the protector of 

its progress is standing at the forefront of the revolution's achievements 
and the gains of development, the lot of the resentful and vengeful 

will be failure, defeat, and retreat. 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 





PROJECT TO IMPROVE GRAIN PRODUCTS CONSIDERED VITAL 
Ta'izz AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 20 Jul 86 p 3 


[Article by Salih ‘Abdallah Hamzah: "Improved Grains Lend to Self- 
Sufficiency” } 


[Text] The project to increase impreved grains is considered an important 
pioneering, patriotic project. It is considered, per se, to be the 
second project for national agricultural development after the establish- 
ment of the General Organization for Agricultural Research. It applies 
the most recent technical recommendations arrived at by scientific and 
applied agricultural research concerning modern agricultural methods 

and ways in the area of field crops such as wheat, maize, fine corn, 
Syrian corn, and millet, This is accomplished by increasing the species 
which the agricultural experiments and studies proved that they grew 
successfully and were appropriate for the environmental and climatic 
conditions. After receiving the basic seeds for these species the 
project concludes with the brother farmers special contracts between 

the two parties to increase the volume of the seeds of these species 

and propagate their plantation in the productive fields acting through 
the general administration of the project and its different centers in 
most of the governorates throughout the republic, each according to what 
is appropriate to grow therein. Even though the project is recent, it 
had come a long and not insignificant way towards vertical expansion 

in planting field crops, especially wheat, which has entered the stage 
of international struggle as a tremendous weapon for extortion and 
imperialistic pressures. Some of the food-exporting countries state 
that if the Arabs utilize oil as a weapon in any battle, they in turn 
will utilize food as another weapon te confront the importing countries. 
Thus, the sound guidance, under the chairmanship of the leader of our 
revolutionary path and the pioneer of our agricultural progress, the 
brother Colonel ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih, the president, commander-in-chief, 
and secreatry general, when he proclaimed the great historical resolution 
by declaring 1984 as the year for agricultural development, gives a 
warning signal from the political leadership to the people to orient 
themselves to the land and exploit its resources, since we are an agri- 
culturally civilized people as testified by the rest of the world. 














In order to circumvent for the country and the people any dangers 
threatening their future being, and nutritional security, one must not 
forget the rapid and periodic rise in the price of alimentary products 
that resulted in the past from the sea-mining operations. 


The project of increasing improved grain products, per se, is an important 
patriotic project if not--and without exaggeration--the basic roundation 
to improve and develop the production of grain seeds with a high degree 

of purity and to provide the farmers, with them, in accordance with the 
political program, to realize stable nutritional security for our country. 


The Idea of the Project 


When improved high-yield species were attained through the agricultural 
research programs, the need to deliver these products to the growers' 

land and to expand vertically and horizontally necessitated the establish- 
ment of an apparatus to increase the improved grains on the national 
level. 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 





ESTABLISHMENT OF GYPSUM FACTORY AUTHORIZED 
Ta'izz AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 21 Jul 86 p 1 
[Article: "Governmental Decision Concerning Production-Industry"] 


[Text] Republican resolution number 38 tor the year 1986 was issued 
authorizing the establishment of a Yemeni corporation to produce and 
manufacture gypsum. 


After the preamble it stipulates the following: 


Article 1: It is authorized to establish a Yemeni icint-stock company 
according to the primary contract and basic organization accompanying 
this resolution. 


Article 2: This authorization does not result in granting any monopoly 
or concessions from the state to the above-mentioned corporation. The 
responsibilities of the government and shareholders are within the 
statements of the above-mentioned primary contract and basic organization. 


Article 3: This resolution becomes effective as the date of its 

issuance and is to be published in the official gazette. Issued in the 
presidential palace in Sanaa on 13 Dhu al-Qa'dah 1406 Hijrah, corresponding 
to 19 Jul 86. 


Colonel ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih, president, commander-in-chief of the armed 
forces, secretary general of the People's General Conference. ‘Abd-al-'Aziz 
"Abd-al-Ghani, prime minister, member of the Permanent Committee. 

Muhammad al-Khadim al-Wajih, minister of economics, supply, and 

trade. 
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PAPERS REPORT DEVELOPMENTS IN RELATIONS WITH PRC 


Shankar Report to Lok Sabha 


Calcutta IHE STATESMAN in English 2 Aug 86 pp l, 9 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI, Aug. 1—The Ex- 
terna} Affairs Minister, .:Mr’ P. 
, Shiv Shankar, informed the Lok 
Sabha today that the reporteg Chi- 
nese intrusion into the  ~Sumbo- 
rong Chu valley of Tawant dir 
trict in Arunachal Pradesh -was .to 
the extent of 2 to 3 km “as the 
crow flies”, south. of: the: McMahori 
Line. Also, there was no helipad 
in that area, contrary to Press -re- 
ports. . 

. “T say this on the basig of: ascet- 
tained facts’, he told mentbers, se 
pying to a cal!-attention” motion. 
_ Mr Shiv Shankar noted that 
therd was “a lot of eonfysion” 
about the McMahon Line itself: A 
“thick line” drawn by McMahon 
in 1914, whose precise position on 


the ground could be a few kil. 


metres different in. one direction. 
or the other. This is a matter 
which we are trying to sort out”. 

That “confusion” was apurt from 
the fact that the Chinese do . not. 
accept the McMahon Line, “They 
only talk of the line of actual. con- 
trol”, One of the points India had. 
raised: was the alignment. of the 
line of actual control, “It. coy'd be 


similar to the McMahon Jine”, But” 


the Chinese had not.so far. given 
India that alignment, “We. are try- 
ing fo pin them down on this”. 
The External Affairs Minister 
told members that the ‘matter 


could be sorted only through nego-. 


tiations. ‘Given the country’s ré- 
solve to settle all problems through 
peaceful means, there could only 
be negotiations. “It does not mean 
that, in the process of negotiation, 
we are totally surrenddring our- 
selves”. 
Mr. Shiv Shankar, who . faced 
some sharp cr'ticlsm by members 
who felt that India must take a 
serious view of the “Chinese “in-. 
trusion, said it wag a matter that’ 
had to be decided with great 


cafe And responsibility .as wel: as 
restraint. Bees 

He took the, House Into cohfid- 
ence about what hag transpired at 
the seventh round of official talks 
{mn Beijing‘in the fourth week of 
July. He. disclased that, since Nov 


package, with: the ‘emphasis. on 


concessione~ on: the: east:for cor. 


‘responding concessions in’ thg 


west”. But since mo progress. was. 


made on the alignment in the east, 
tHe discussion -had moved to the 
western sector. Even: there, ‘certain 
clarifications : asked ‘for’ by’ Indla 
were not given, “They*should be 
ne matier, Mr. 8 nkar 

matter, ar: Rha t 
added, was ‘dalicate. Ie -Govern- 
mevt was vigiland, and. it .wou'd 


like to maintaii peace so as to. 


sort *qut the “whole border prob- 
lem. “We wou'd like to explore 
every possibilitv . continue the 
discussions and see how far re- 
eults woul? come out of them”. It 
was, however, possible that the 
issue might take some time to be 
resolved. “It is a contentious tssue 
an’ it has to be resolved”. 

He denied some members’ charge 
‘that there had been a fatlure of 
intelligence. “Various organiz2-. 
tions were cohesively working” 


‘and that was:how the intrusion 


was checked. 

The Chinese, he noted, had been 
‘asking for steps towards better 
rade ang cultural relations. “We 
are saving that the solution of ‘he 
more ‘issue will pave the way for. 

9 19 

Mr Shiv Shankar reneateu i) :? 
India :vou'd not like an escalation 
‘of this matter; it wonld work for 
a negotiate? settlement. but on the 
basis of ‘eounlity and the princl- 
‘ple of mutialitv, “We hove China 
will respond {o our ges!ure”. 
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INDIA 


The motion on which the qiscus- 
s'on too’ nilace was snonsored bv 
five membhors: Mr Dharam Pal 
Singh Malik. Mr Chintamant Jena, 
Mr Barja Mohan Mohanty, Mr 
Jacdich Awasthi (al! Congress-I) 
and Mr Chinta Moban (TDP). 
Their broad theme was that Ind!a 
had to be careful in nezo'lating 
with he Chinese, esnefcially as 
they kent intruding into Indian 
territory ever while friendly ta’ks 
were going on over .-the border 


‘Asse. 


Two Chinese Fimbassy officlals 
were 'n_ the diplema'‘s’ = gallery 
listening to the discussion. The 
two have been’ coming almost 
every dav during the past week, 
perhaps in anticipation of _ the 
iste =30s being raised curing zeru 
hou... 

In a prenared sta‘ement In res- 
ponse to the motion, Mr Shiv 
Shankar said the Foretgn Socre- 
tarv had. In his recent meetings, 
both with the acfing Premier. Mr 
Wan Ul, and the Forcien Minister. 
Mr Wu Xucoian, exnressed India's 
@rave concern over the Chinese {n- 
trusion. “Thev were '!nformed that 
since hoth sides hod agreed to 
maintain peace an?’ tranquility on 
the border, such in.cusions added 
tensions and vitiated the atmos- 
phere for, fimiing a satisfactory 
and just solution to the boundary 
question”, 

Tha issue of the Chinese intru- 
sion in the Sumborong Chu valley 
area was discussed intensively in 
the boundary = sub-group during 
the recent official level talks in 
Beliing. 

“The Chinesé, whi'e expressing 
their desire for an ear'y setilement 
of the boundary question. did not 
respond to our concerns in a satis- 
factory manner”, 














Further Details Given 


Madras THE HINDU in English 2 Aug 86 p 1 


[Article by G. K. Reddy] 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI, Aug. 1. 

The External Affairs Minister, Mr. P. Shiv 
Shankar, told Parliament today that in intruding 
into the Sumdorong Chu valley that was clearly 
on the Indiar side of the McMahon line, China 
had gone back on the understanding reached 
during the fourth round of the official-level talks 
in 1984 that both countries should maintain the 
status quo pending a settlement of the border 
dispute. 

As China did not accept the McMahon line 
per se, the Indian delegation had asked the 
Chinese at the seventh round of the official-level 
talks in Beijing last week to spell out precisely 
the alignment of the so-called Line of Actual 
Control in the eastern sector as they saw it. 

The Minister disclosed that the Chinese de- 
clined to give the coordinates of this line, let 
alone agree to withdraw from the Sumdorong 
Chu valley which they continued to claim was 
on their side of it. However, since India believ- 
ed in a peaceful settlement of this border dis- 
pute, it remained committed to the principle of 
resolving such problems through negotiations. 


No helipad built 


In his reply to a calling-attention notice in the 
Lok Sabha by Mr. Dharam Pal Singh Malik (Con- 
ress-l) and three others on the subject, Mr. 
hiv Shankar said it was not true that the 
Chinese had built a helipad in the Sumdorong 
Chu valley, but he assured the House that the 
Government was keeping close watch on the 
situation. The Chinese intrusion into this area, 
he pointed out, was to a depth of two or 
three kilometres “as the crow flies” from the 
McMahon line. 

He said: “In international diplomacy where 
you are committed to resolve problems 
through peaceful means, you have got to negoti- 
ate.” But a readiness to negotiate did not mean 
— the country was prepared to surrender its 
rights. : 

But the tone and tenor of Mr. Shiv Shankar's 
observations seemed to imply, or give the Im- 
pression, that the Government of India was not 
rigidly adhering to its own interpretation of 
what should be deemed to be the alignment on 
co of the McMchon line. In other words, 
ndia would be prepared to discuss what China 
considered to be the existing boundary line in 
this area to remove the confusion provided the 
coordinates of the Line of Actua! Control claim- 
ed by it were given. 


A distinction 


The Minister drew a distinction between the 
interim understanding that was reached in 1984 
to maintain the status uo along the border 
and a negotiated settlement of the dispute. In try- 
ing to pin down the Chinese to a clear-cut de- 


finition of what they claimed to be the Line of 
Control, which may or may not coincide with 
the McMahon line, India was not making any 
territorial concessions in advance, but only esta- 
blishing a basis for meaningful negotiations. 

In his written statement, Mr. Shiv Shankar 
stressed, “We shall continue to strive for a peace- 
ful settlement of the boundary question. We 
shall also persevere to resolve through peace- 
ful negotiations the question of Chinese in- 
trusions. We hope that peace and tranquillity 
will prevail on the border and pending a final 
solution, the status quo will be maintained.” 


In his replies to the many points raised by the 
members who moved the calling-attention mo- 
tion, the Minister adhered to this basic theme 
and refrained from saying anything harsh that 
might strain relations with China and impede fur- 
ther negotiations. But he agreed with the view 
that there has been a noticeable change in the 
Chinese attitude since the sixth round of offi- 
cial-level talks in Delhi in November last year, 
when they reasserted their claims to large 
— of Indian territory south of the McMahon 
ine. 

He admitted that the growing affinity bet- 
ween China and Pakistan was posing problems 
and India had been expecting certain moves 
which had taken place. There was need for grea- 
ter vigilance on the country’s borders, but it 
was not the policy of the Government to give 
the impression of breaking off negotiations in 
the light of such developments. 

During the hour-long discussion, Mr. Dharam 
Pal Singh Malik, Mr. Chintamani Jena, Mr. Braj 
Mohan Mohanty and Mr. Jagdish Awasti (all 
Congress-I) and Dr. Chinta Mohan (Telugu 
Desam) voiced their serious misgivings about 
the Chinese intentions and their exis with Pakis- 
tan. The Minister replied to all the points raised 
by tham in a relatively low key by sharing their 
concerns, but without saying anything that 
could aggravate the situation. 

PTI, UNI report: 

Denyi members’ allegation regarding 
“failure of intelligence agencies in the intrusion 
episode, Mr. Shiv Shankar said all agencies 
were working “cohesively”. . 

“The Chinese, while expressing their desire 
for an early settlement of the boundary ques- 
tion, did not r nd to our concerns in a satis- 
factory manner, ' the Minister said. 


Mr. Malik spoke of India's efforts to ensure 
China's entry into the United Nations and its 
contribution to its (China's) freedom movement 
and regretted that China had forgotten all these 
oestures. He said it was the Chinese old trick to 
ilk of friendship and then commit aggression 
at one and the same time. 

Mr. Braj Mohan Mohanty and Mr. Chinta- 
nani Jena wanted the Government not to be 








complacent and take suitable steps to check tur- 
ther incursion. They also wanted the Govern- 
ment to take adequate steps to get back the 
grabbed area. 


Confusion in Chinese mind 

Dr. Chinta Mohan said that India should not 
have sent the delegation for the seventh round 
of talks in view of the violation of Indian terri- 
tory by the Chinese. 





There a rs to be some confusion in the 
Chinese aad en the exact alignment of the 
McMahon line as was evident from recent intru- 
sion in Arunachal Pradesh, the Consultative 
Committee of MPs attached to the External Af- 
fairs Ministry was Informed today. 

Mr. P. Shiv Shankar, who made this observa- 
tion at a meeting of the Committee. also drew 
the members’ attention to the statement made 
by him in Parliament earlier in the day. 


Package Deal Not Acceptable 


Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 2 Aug 86 p l 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI,‘ Aug. 2.- India is 
firmly of the view that it cannot 
accept any package proposals on 
the border dispute with China. 


The Chinese have repeatedly }j 


been making such proposals’ to 
India since 1959—60 when the offer 
was first made by Chou-En-Lal. 
These were repeated in 1982. when 
the Chairman of the Policy Plan- 
ning Advisory Committee, Mr G. 
Parthasarathy visited China. 

Even during the recent round 
of talks, the Chinese are under 
stood to have spoken of “conces- 
sions and corresponding conces- 
sions”, a suggestion to which india 
continues to show lack of enthu- 
siasm. 

Regarding the latest Chinese 1p- 
trusion into Arunachal Pradesh, 
the Chinese, as the Minister for 
the External Affairs, Mr Shiv Shan- 
kar, told the Lok Sabha yesterday, 
continued to maintain that, they 
were on their side of the line 
of actual control. In the eastérn 
sector, the Chinese defined the 
line of action control as -coincid- 
enial with the McMahon line. 

It is here that India feels that 
the Chinese had some confusion 
about what was the line of actual 
controlin India’s view the land 


now intruded upon by China(about 
three kilometres as the crow files 
in Arunachal Pradesh) fails south- 
of the Mc Mahon line but China 
believes it is on its side of the 


ne, 

While India believes that conti- 
nuation of the dailogue is a “po- 
sitive thing,” there is a growing 
feeling that time is running short, 
that as years go by positions are 
likely to get hardened. 


' Theve is also a growing anxiety 


about the periodic forward move- 


ment by the Chinese in the east-, 


ern sector. After the latest intru- 


Bion, the actual line of control by 


China definitely shifted into what 


India considers Indian territory. 


The Chinese have also been movy- 
ing forward in other areas occa: 
sionally. They have gone back in 
some Places but continue to re 
main in other areas. All this makes 
fof a shifting line of control. 

The time of the next round of 
talks has not yet been decided 
but it is clear that any break- 
through can come about only at 
the political level, not at the office 
level talks. ; 

The Janata party today condemn- 
ed the Government of India’s stand 


on the latest Chinese intrusion as 
“appeasement”, and as an admis- 
sion of weakness. It was against 
the Interest of the nation, the par- 
ty said, 

In a Statement, Syed Shahabud- 
din, M.P,, chairman of the Inter- 
national Affairs Committee of the 
Janata Party, said that responding 
in the Lok Sabha toa call-attention 
motion on July 31 on the Chinese 
intrusion into Suudorong Chu Va)- 
ley. The Minister for External 


_Affairs expressed the hope that 
“pending a final solution, the sta- 


tus quo will be maintained.” 
The statement also recalled the 


. decision by, the two countries at 


the fourth round of border talks 
in 1984 that the status quo should 
be maintained. 

“Now China has crept forward, 
violated the status quo and the 
Minister for External Affairs has 
once again pleaded for the main- 
tenance of the status quo. To 


‘speak cf the status quo, after the 


understanding of 1984 has been 
violated amounts to acquiescence 
and to conceding their control 
over the area they have occupied 
in June—July 1986. Such a stand 
can oniy encourage further intru- 
sion by China into our territory”. 
Mr S‘rahabuddin pointed out. 


Question on Withdrawal 
Madras THE HINDU in English 4 Aug 86 p l 3@\ 


[Text ] 
NEW DELHI, Aug. 3. 

The Government of India will wait till the end 
of October to see whether the smaii contingent 
of Chinese troops now campi in the 
Sumdorong Chu Valley would withdraw when 
the Tibetan graziers go back w'th their herds 
before winter which sets in rather early in these 
higher regions. 
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A year ago the Chinese troops made similar 
intrusions at two points in Bhutan and were 
seen constructing wooden huts, giving the im- 
pression that they were setting permanent 
posts there. 

But they withdrew before the start of the win- 
ter and did not return in strength to reoccupy 
the vacant wooden huts this summer when 
Tibetan graziers moved into these pastures. It is 
quite pecsible that the Chinese might follow a 
similar policy of withdrawing their troops be- 
fore the winter and not reoccupyi the 
Sumdorong Chu Valley in the Tawa “Astrict 
next spring, if they feel assured that India wouid 
= send in troops to set up a post to assert its 
claim. 


Provocative step: The Chinese had evidently 
took this provocative step of intruding Into an 
area that was quite clearly south of the 
McMahon line to p seen in their own way 
that they had not given up their claims to vast 
areas of Indian territory in the eastern sector 
and that suitable adjustments would have to be 
made to compensate for any concessions that 
they might be required to make in the Ladakh 
region to arrive at a comprehensive settlement. 

ut India cannot proceed on the assumption 
that the recent intrusion was only Intended tc 
be a token assertion of this line of argument 
that a political settlement of the border dispute 
could be reached only through a balance of con- 
cessions. It has to wait and see whether, 
having made this point, the Chinese would with- 
draw before winter, or whether they intend in 


their own inscrutable way to use this as pre- 
cedent for making similar incursions into her 
strategic valleys across the McMahon line to 
export pressure. 


It Is only after there are some clear indica- 
tions of the Chinese intentions that India can 
decide on how it should respond to this situ- 
ation. Ags the next round of official-level talks 
are not expected to be held till the beginning of 
the next_year, there Is no great urgency for jum- 
ping tc any firm conclusions about the Chinese 
= : 

present Indian , therefore, is 
wait and watch, while es to keep ro 
eye on the Chinese activities all along the bord- 
er to ensure that the Government is not taken 
by surprise again. The to continue the 
esent series of official-level talks is being 
ept , although these exchanges have out- 
lived their utility and got bogged down in pro- 
cedural wrangles over the interpretation of prin- 


ciples. 

Contacts with Chinese: At the same time. 
Indian leaders will utilise any opportuni hat 
able for maintaining contacts with t top 
Chinese functionaries at the U.N. and other pla- 
ces to find out whether they are really intereMs. 
ed in a fair and equitable settlement. These con- 
tacts would also enable India to make it clear 
that India ¥' not agree to a settlement based 
on a mere de jure tance of the t 
de facto position ‘salen some weber 
Chinese gestures to restore its faith in their pro- 
fessions of peaceful co-existence. 


Chinese Helipad Confirmed 
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{Text ] 
NEW DELHI, August 6 of a press statement by the Arunachal the Chinese their conception of the 
(PTI). Pradesh chief minister that China had McMahon line as the border between 
: set up a “helipad” in the same place. the two countries. 
Ais is ware pe pong Mr. Narayanan expressed “disap- But the Chinese had not given any 
heard the minister of state for pointment”™ that the seventh round of 


external affairs, Mr. K. R. 
Narayanan, disclose that the Chi- 
nese had built a “ramshackle 
helipad” in the Sumdorong Chu 
valley of Arunachal Pradesh on 
August 4. 

Mr. Narayanan was providing clafi- 
fications to members on a statement in 
the house made on July 18 by Mr. Shiv 
Shankar, minister for external affairs, 
regarding the recent Chinese intrusion 
into Indian territory. 

The disclosure prompted several op- 
position members in the house to 
demand a full government statement 
and a full-fledged discussion on it. 

The opposition members were par- 
ticularly concerned because this new 
intrusion into Indian territory had 
come immediately after the recent 
Beijing talks to discuss the border 
problem and the government's denial 


talks between’ India and China at 
Beijing had not made any progress. 

He said the government had denied 
the Arunachal Pradesh chief minister's 
press statement, because after an in- 
vestigation it had found that there 
existed no such “helipad” in the place 
on August | 

The minister said there was no 
report that people in the Tawang area 
were being asked to evacuate from the 
place. The point was made by Mrs. 
Omem Moyong Deori,~ a’ Congress 
member from the Union territory. The 
member intervened to say that the 
Chinese occupation here had caused 
panic in the area and the local people 
were withdrawing ther bank deposits 
and leaving. 

Mr. Narayanan said in the last round 
of officsl-level negotiations, the In- 
dian delegation tried to find out from 
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answer to this, he said, adding that the 
Chinese had not acceried the 
McMahon line as the border. They 
considered only the actual line of 
control to be the border. 

’ Mr. Narayanan said India con- 
sidered this Chinese intrusion into 
Indian territory and the construction of 
a helipad “a serious matter”, but at the 
same time “we are not prepared to be 
alarmed by it.” 

The minister said India did not take 
this intrusion as any preparation by 
China for a new. aggression. 

He saia both India and China have 
come to realise that the border prot'em 
could be solved only through nego- 
tiations. 

Mr. Narayanan refuted the cntrcism 
that the government had delayed in 
informing Parliament of *he Chinese 
intrusion into the area in June, and 








said some delay that occurred was only 
duc to the government's anxiety not to 
create an unnecessary atmosphere at a 
time when the official-level talks were 
to begin in Beijing. 

The ministcr said China had laid 
claim to about 90,000 km. in the 
castern region, which amounted to the 





Earlier Statement Clarified 
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| ‘text | 


New Delhi, Aug. 6: The 
Chinese have built a helipad at 
Sungdrong Chu valley in Aru- 
nachal Pradesh and a Chinese 
helicopter has been spotted 
there, the minister of state for 
external affairs, Mr K.R. 
Narayanan, told the Rajya 
Sabha today. : 

Providing clarifications to. 
members on a goveran:ent 
statement made in the House 
on July 18 regarding the re- 
cent Chinese intrusion into the 
valley in Tawang district, Mr 
Narayanan said the helipad 
was made after August 1 and 
that this had been brought to 
the notice of the government 
only on August 4. 

The minister said official 
sources had denied the Aru- 
nachal Pradesh chief minister, 
Mr Gegong Apang’s statement 
last month that the Chinese 
had built a helipad. On inves- 
tigation, it had been found that 
the helipad had been built 
only after August 1. 

Mr Narayanan said he would 
later make a full statement in 
the House in view of the grav- 
itv of the situation. “We con- 
sider the intrusion to be of a 
serious nature but we are not 
prepared to be alarmed by it,” 
he said. The government felt 
that matters could be resolved 
through negotiations as both 
countries had always asserted 
that problems would be solved 
across the table. 

Mr Narayanan said the 
Chinese were refusing to ack- 
nowledge any intrusion as they 
claimed that the area was 
north of the McMahon Line. 
- Beijing regarded the issue as a 
“dispute within a dispute” as it 
claimed 90,000 sq km of Indian 
territory in Arunachal 


Pradesh. Delhi had refuted 
this as “we have all evidence 
that the area is south of the 
McMahon line.” 

The government would not 
part with the area at any cost, 
the minister told Mrs Oman 
Deori, Congress(I) member 
from Arunachal Pradesh. Mrs 
Deori had earlier said that the 
people were fleeing Tawang 
district and bank accounts 
were being withdrawn. 

Mr Narayanan said the 
seventh round of border talks 
with China which were held in 
Beijing recently had not 
yielded any results. The talks 
would, however, continue to be 
held twice a vear. It was in the 
interest of China also to have 
friendly relations with India, 
the minister said. 

Mr Narayanan said the 
Prime Minister, Mr Rajiv Gan- 
dhi, would not visit China now 
as the atmosphere was not con- 
ducive for such friendly ges- 


tures. However, he added that © 


Mr Gandhi had accepted the 
invitation extended to him by 
his Chinese counterpart dur- 
ing their meeting in New York 
last year. 

The minister said the gov- 
ernment did not intend to keep 
the House in the dark about 
the intrusion. The Chinese had 
intruded on June 16 but it 
could be confirmed only after 
10 days. The government 
lodged a protest with China’ 


.only after receiving the con- 


firmation, he added. 

The House was informed la- 
ter as the government was 
awaiting the Chinese reaction. 
The external affairs ministry 
disclosed the intrusion and the 
subsequent protest only on 
July 16 as the “government 
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whole of Arunachal Pradesh. 

When Mrs. Omem Moyong Deori 
again interrupted the minister to ask 
whether India proposed to hand over 
the entire Union territory to China, 
Mir. Narayanan replied that India was 
determined not to hand over the terri- 
‘17 to China, though China may claim 
it. 


was in a bit of a dilemma” 
‘ because of the border talks 
which were scheduled to begin 
five days later, 
Mr M.C. Bhandare (Con- 
- gress-1) wanted to know why 
the parliamentary consultative 
‘ committee attached to the ex- 
ternal affairs ministry was not 
told of the intrusion during its 
meeting on July 11. 
ir A.B. Vajpayee (BJP) said 
the government should be 
aware that China “never acted 
without ulterior motives” and 
that the intrusion could prove 
dangerous. Mr L.K. Advani 
(BJP) said the external affairs 
minister had denied the exist. 
ence of the helipad in a state- 
ment in the Lok Sabha last 
week. Parliament and the peo- 
ple of the country should not 
be misled like this, he added 











{Text | 


fiw Gocernmenton Uhorsday rerected 
ns demond tor difting the ban on the 
entry of Peking Review into India say - 
irnol “still continues to pub- 
fh hh objectionable material”, reports 
tiny 

eplying to questions in the Rajya 
Subha. Mioister of State for Home P 
Chidambaram told Mr Niemal 
that reviews made so far 
firtnly pastitied the ban on Peking Re 
erere imposed from December 1962. 

CPE Mand CPL members strongly 
pretested against the continuance of 
the banon this Chinese periodical and 
asked bow thas could be done on the 
that the publication was 
preaching class struggle which in effect 
is An ongetng process in all countries, 
bic dactins: tdia. 

In hic main reply Mr Chidambaram 

vd the entry of issues of Peking Re- 

rew was prohibited from | December 
19652 asthe periodical published objec- 
ticaghle mother relating to the interna 
tional boundary of India and preached 
class etragale and guerilla warfare. 


ine the | 


(‘f tten) ‘ 


round 


/9274 
CSO: 


4600/1060 





Ban on PRC Journal 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 8 Aug 86 p 5 


ringing into the country of any 
document which inter alia incited or 
encouraged any person to resort to vio- 
lencé or sabotage to ovethrow or under- 
mine he Government or to commit 
murder, sabotage or any offence in- 


volving violence or which promoted 


feelings of enmity or hatred between 
different sections of the people of India 
was prohibited from 22 September, 
1956 under the Customs Act. 

From 26 November, 1959, import of 
decuments which directly or indirectly 
questions the territorial integrity or 
frontiers of India was prohibited. — ' 

These prohibitions imposed under 
the Customs Act are uniformly appli- 
cably to all publications irrespective of 
the country of their origin, Mr 
Chidamabram said. 

Mr Chidambaram declined to dis- 
close the list of periodicals and other 
literature the entry of which into India 
had been prohibited through confiden- 
tial instructions issued from time to 
time on the plea that it would not be in 
public interest to do so. 





Mr Chatterjee said since 1962 much 
changes had taken place even in re- 
spect of India-China relations and the 
ban on Peking Review should be 
removed. 

Mr Chidarmbaram said he was sur- 
prised that Mr Chatterjee did not re- 
member the significance of December 
1962. The anxiety aroused by the Chi- 
nese action during October December 
1962.could not be forgutten. 








LOK SABHA HAILS GOVERNMENT STAND AT NASSAU SUMMIT 
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{Text ] 





he Lok Sabha on Thursday night 
unanimously called upon all Govern- 
ments to impose comprehensive, effec- 
tive and mandatory sanctions against 
South Africa, and condemned those 
nations which have given encourage- 
ment and material assistance to the 
racist resime. 

Inan 1 t-point resolution, moved by 
Speaker Balram Jakhar after a three- 
hour debate, the Lok Sabha recorded 
its “regret” that Britain has not adopt- 
ed the full range of measures agreed 
upon at the Nassau summit of the 
Commonwealth. It urged the forth- 
coming nonaligned summit to redouble 
efforts to secure liberation of the peo- 
ples of South Africa and Namibia from 
the tyranny of the racist Pretoria 
regime. j 

In a unique demonstration of soli- 
darity with the South African freedom 
fighters, the resolution appealed to all 
freedom-loving forces of the world to 


remain united in the historic move- . 


ment against apartheid. 

The resolution, in particular, wel- 
comed the efforts by Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi to,mobilise world opin- 
ion in support of the South African 
people's struggle for freedom and hu- 
man dignity, and termed as “coura- 
geous” the stand taken by India and 
five other countries at the seven- 
nation mini Commonwealth summit to 
impose mandatory sanctions against 
Senith Africa. 

Denouncing the obstinate refusal of 
the Seuth African authorities to enter 
into meaningful negotiations with the 
African National Congress to disman- 
tle apartheid, the resolution called for 
unconditional release of Nelson 


Mandela and other freedom fighters. 

The Lok Sabha asked all parlia- 
mentarians of the world to use all mor- 
al and constitutional means to per- 
suade govérnments to take effective 
action against S Africa. 

Earlier, Minister of State. for Exter- 
nal Affairs Eduardo Faleiro, who re- 
turned on Wednesday from the Lon- 
don summit and moved an official 
resolution on the situation in South 
Africa, expressed confidence that the 
package of measures and the range of 
sanctions agreed upon in London 
would receive support of the world 
community. 

The question of apartheid has been 
a central preorsupation of the Com- 
monwealth since its Nassau summit 
decision to help dismantling of apart- 
heid and to ask for release of political 
prisoners and lifting of the ban on the 
ANC, Mr Faleiro said. 

Mr Faleiro reiterated that the Gov- 
ernment would not allow Indian com- 
panies to have any trade with South 


Africa, directly or deviously, and de 
clared that stringent action would be 
taken against any firm violating the 
directive. 

He agreed that it was very difficult 
for the Government to know the final 
destination of the “clandestine con- 
signments” from India since some of 
them were first shipped to Singapore 
or Mozambique and then reshipped to 
South Africa. 

Referring to Mr Indrajit Gupta’s al- 
legation that the South African com- 
pany De Beers held business interests 
in the Indian joint sector company, the 
Hindustan Diamond Corporation, Mr 
Faleiro promised investigations. 

Expressing India's keenness to 
strengthen the frontline African states 
in their effort to build up economic 
self-reliance and reduce reliance on S 
Africa, the Minister announced that 
Zimbabwe Premier Robert Mugabe 
would visit India next month to ex- 
plore expansion of bilateral economic | 
ties. 
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PARLLAMENT APPROVES MIZORAN ACCORD, DETAILS GIVEN 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 8 Aug 86 p 5 


[Text | 


Vartiaanent on Phorsday put its seal of 


approval on the Mizoram Accord with 
the adoption of two concerning bills-- 
one granting statehood to the Union 
Verritory of Mizoram and the other 
sanctioning constitutional protection 
to the religious and social customs and 
Ins of the Mizo peopie— by the Rajya 
Sabha. 

The mandatory division on— the 
ioe of the Constitutional Amend 
ment Bill mustered 171 votes in sup- 
port and tt against, conferring the 
statehood on the Mizoram Union 
Territory. 

The State of Mizoram Bill detines 
the territory of the newly created State, 
the strength of its legislature and other 
relevant acpects. 

“Today isa day of rejoicing” for the 
Mizos, caid Home Minister Buta 
Singh in his reply to the bills, adding 
Parliament had today finally accepted 
3rd State of the Indian Unior. 

With the adoption of the two bills ~ 
the Lok Sabha has already passed the 
fwobills the aspirations of the people 
of Mivoranm had been fulfilled and Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi's promise to these people 
met, the Tome Minister said. 


Tho Constitutional Amendment 
Rill inserts 9 new article to provide 
thet unless the Misoram State Asseimn- 


bly decides bv a resolution, no act of 
Porliament shall apply in respect of: 
relipiens and soctal practices of 
Mizos, 
Miso custowmary 
procedure, 


law and 


ANdoyinietration of civil and erini 
nal jucties invelvine decisions ac. 


cording to the Mizo customary law, 

and, 

— ownership and transfer of land. 

The new article (371 G) also lays 
down that the Mizoram Legislative As- 
sembly shall consist of not less than 44 
members. 

Mr Buta Singh pointed out that the 
bills had received overwhelming sup- 
port of the House barring that of the 
BJP and Lok Dai whose spokesman 
had struck some discordant note. 

The Home Minister made it clear 
that no special status had been given to 
Mizoram and only the social system of 
the Mizos was sought to be preserved 
to remove any fear of encroachment in 
their system from their minds. 

Mr Buta Singh made it abundantly 
clear in the House that there was no 
question of greater Mizoram and the 
area of the new State would be the 
game as that of the present Union 
Territory. 

Participating in the debate. both 
the Congress and opposition members 
generally supported the bill and wel- 
comed the Mizo Accord as it would 
bring the Mizos into the mainstream of 
national life. 

Initiating the discussion, Mr 
Sukomal Sen (CPI-M) said the Gov- 
ernment should lay down a policy on 
grant of statehood as conferring this 
status on Mizoram with a population 
of 500,000 was bound trigger of de- 
mands for senarate States. 

Referring to the acceptance of the 
demand for a separate high court, the 
member said it would amount to hav- 
inv two sets of laws in Mizoram the 
law of the land applied by the High 


Court. 

He wanted to know how the Gov- 
ernment proposed.to get over this 
contradiction. 

Mr Ser cautioned the Government 
against Mizo leader Laldenga’s utter- 
ances on greater Mizoram and urged it 
to be sure that all the underground 
Mizo National Front personnel had 
surrendered with all their arms. 

Mr Hokishe Sema, a former Chief 
Minister of Nagaland, praised the 
Mizo Accord as a step in the right di- 
rection that would bring peace to the 
troubled area. 

He appealed to political leaders to 
strengthen the hands of the people of 
north eastern region to resist Chinese 
intrusions into Indian territory. He 
was glad there was greater appreciation 
of the problems of the north east, ne- 
glected since Independence. 

Mr Kadharsha (AIADMK) hoped 
the Mizo Accord would mark che be- 
ginning of the end of insurgency in the 
north east. He said Mr Laldenga’s 
stand on a separate flag and high court 
was not in consonance with national 
integrity. 

Dr Silvera (Cong), who hails from 
Mizoram, denied that the Mizo Accord 
bestows special status on the Mizos. 

Mr M § Gurupadaswamy (Janata) 
objected to the appointment of Mizo 
National Front leader Laldenga as the 
Chief Minister in the interim period 
elections should be held at — the 
earliest. 

Mr K f Pannicker (Cong) said the 
accord fulfilled the hopes and aspira- 
tions of the Mizos and Also took care of 
the national interest. 
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CABINET MINLSTER EXAMINES PROBLEMS IN ECONOMY 
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[4 Aug, S86 pp lL, 14] 
| Text | 


NDIA'S achievements after in- 

dependence have been re- 
markable by any standard. Given 
the history of colonial exploitation 
of over 150 years, we can rightfully 
be proud ‘of our achievements in 
the fields of science and tech- 
nology, medicine and health, food 
and agriculture, and most of ali, in 
having stabilised a democratic pol- 
itical system despite tremendous 
diversitics. 

The very fact that in spite of the 
nearly two-fold growth in our popu- 
lation since independence, we have 
been able to increase the average life 
expectancy from about 27 years to 
about 56 ycars is testimony to our 
miraculous achievements in eliminat- 
ing mass cpidemics and improving the 
health services tn the country. 

During this period of about 35 years 
of planning, we have increased the 
installed capacity in electricity from 
about 1700 MW to over 48,000 MW 
and increased the number of electrified 
villages from 3,000 to over 3,50,000. A 
nation which was denicd the right of 
even making a pin before indepen- 


dence is now capable of making sophis- . 


ticated aircraft and satellites and has a 
large reservoir of scientific and techni- 
cal talent which is the third largest: in 
thé world. These are all facts that 
should boost the self-confidence and 
pride of any nation. 

Yet the fact remainis that contrary to 
the expectations of the founding fathers 
of our constitution and that of the great 
visionary, Jawaharlal Nehru, we have 
not been able to achieve a balanced 
growth in the living conditions of our 
people. We have not been able to 
provide preductive employment to an 


overwhelming majority of the employ- 
able members of our population. Dis- 
parities in income have become glar- 
ing. Economic growth has become 
narrow and its bencfits are basically 
confined to only a small section of the 
population. India has thus become the 
prime example of an economy ¢1- 
ernplifying Raul Prebisch's theory of 
“growth of the centre ai ihe cost of (the) 
horizontal periphery”. This is aptly 
symbolised by the ever-growing high- 
rise skyscrapers in the presence of 
sprawling slums in metropolitan cities 
like Bombay, Calcutta and Delhi. 

It is high time that the intellectuals 
in India, irrespective of their political, 
ideological, religious or cultural dif- 
ferences, applied their minds seriously 
to this grave problem. For, if we ar: not 
able to tackle the problem of employ- 
ment and provide remunerative and 
productive work to our young men 
within their own local environment, 
we would in effect force them to flood 
the few metropolitan islands which willl 
then either erupt or sink under waves 
of social unrest. 


Most people do not seem to realise 
that behind a majority of social, com- 
muna! and parochial eruptions, lurk 
the facts of economic disparity and lack 
of opportunities. And delay in coming 
to grips with this basic economnic reality 
will only create a situation that will 
only threaten the integrity and unity of 
India by fanning fundamentalist, rea‘>- 
tionary and divisive forces. 

I would like to place India's econ- 
omic performance in a comparative 
framework. For doing so, I have chosen 
examples from three countries with 
diverse socio-economic and _ political 
systems, namely China, South Korea 
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and Australia. I have purposely 
avoided comparison with highly ad- 
vanced capitalist countries like the 
U.S. and Japan, or communist coun- 
tries like the Soviet Union. Instead, I 
have chosen those countries where the 
process of development has taken place 
more or less in the same period as in 
India. | have chosen Australia mainly 
because it is a produccr of raw ma- 
terials like coal and its economy de- 
pends mainly on the cxport of coal and 
similar raw materials. 

Although in absolute terms, our 
production has increased over time, 
the fact remains that in terms of per 
capita availability our production ts far 
from satisfactory. It cinnot meet the 
needs of our population which today 
stands at nearly 780 milion and is 
likely to grow to aj proximatcly a 
thousand million by the turn of the 
century. In the fieid of the core in- 
frastructural mteds, s:ich as power and 
steel, our per capita availability brings 
out the gap between us and the de- 
veloped countries. It is the per capita 
level of these countries that we aspire 
to in India. 

The importance of electricity as the 
major source of energy in the develop- 
ment of a nation is brought out in the 
classic statement of Lenin that “‘social- 
ism is Soviets plus electricity”. In our 
context, we could say that “socialism is 
democracy plus electricity”. But with 
all the Herculean effort made up-to 
now, after investing over Rs. 50,000 
crores and having established an in- 
stalled capacity of zbout 48,000 MW or 
having achieved 170 billion kwh of 
power gencration, the actual per capita 
availability of electricity in India 
comes to only about {80 kwh. Against 

















this, the per capita availability of 
electricity is about 7,000 kwh in the 
developed countnes. In some of them, 
the per capita clectncity availability 
has even gone beyond 10,000 kwh. 

However, even 180 kwh per capita 
availability of electricity in our context 
is an illusory average. '= our rural areas 
where more than 80 per cent of our 
population still lives, the per capita 
availability of power is only about 30 
kwh. And it is only the 20 per cent 
living in urban areas for whom the per 
capita availability is about 400-500 
kwh. 

In the case of steel, the per capita 
availability in india is about 18 kg As 
agairst SO kg in China and over 600 
kg. in the U.S., USSR, Japan, West 
Germany, Czechoslovakia and some 
other European countries. Once again 
the per capita availability in rural india 
is less than five kg with the figure for 
urban arcas being 60 to 70 kg. But the 
story does not end there. Even this 
limited production is so costly that 
more than 90 per cent of our popu- 
lation is unable to buy and use either 
electricity, which costs on an average 
about one rupee per unit, or stcel which 
was about Rs. 50 crores and the 
number of workers emplo w 
about 5,50,000. — 
_ In the last 13 years of nationalisa- 
tion, we have invested about Rs. 6,080 
crores Of public funds in the coal sector. 
Although the investment has increased 
more than hundred-fold, production 
has barely doub!ed—going up from 77! 
mt to 154 mt. At the same time, the 
wage rete has increased from Rs. 16 per 
day to approximately Rs. 98 per day of 
about Rs. 2,400 per month. On the 
other hand, the output-per-manshift 
(OMS) in the underground mines has 
not only not increased, but has actually 
gone down from 0.54 tonne to 0.52 
tonne during this period. And it is in 
the underground mines of the 
Raniganj-Jharia belt that our best cok- 
ing coal for use in the steel industry is 
produced. The productivity of our 
underground mines is worse than that 
of even China where the average OMS 
is about two tonnes and where 97 per 
cent coal production is from under- 
ground mines. 

The situation in open-cast mines is 
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N our enthusiasm to generate 
maximum ‘employment at the 
earliest for our :people, ‘we opted. 


no different. The new coal-bearing 
areas of Orissa, U.P., M.P. and Andhra 
Pradesh are the ones that are amenable 
to open-cast mining. There, the pro- 
duction has not exceeded four to five 
tonnes on an averege per manshift. 
Like in Australia, in India too, open- 
cast mining accounts for half the coal 
output. And progressively the propor- 
tion of coal produced from the open 
cast mines is likely to increase. 

Yet, against an OMS of more than 20 
tonnes in Australia, the Indian average 
OMS is only about four to five tonnes 
in open-cast mines. In Australia, the 
total number of workers employed to 
produce 145 mt. of coal is just 30,000 
as against about 600,000 employed to 
produce only about 134 mt of coal in 
Coal India Limited and about 180,000 
in Singareni coalfields to produce 14 
mt. These figures are a testimony to the 
abysmalty low level of coal pro 
ductivity in India. 

The prices of coal do not match the 
progressively increasing costs of pro- 
duction with the result that the coai 
‘sectcr has accumulated a loss cf about 
Rs. 1,280 crores in the last 12 years. 
Even with the recent price increase 
from Rs. 180 to Rs. 210 per tonne, the 
prospect is that the coal sector will 
continue to incur a loss of anywhere 
between Rs. 400 to Rs. 500 crores a 
year. With coal becoming so costly, it 
is obvious that generation of electricity, 
which is mainly based on coal, will also 
become costlier. This will affect pro- 
duction of a!l industrial goods as welt 
as of agricultural inputs. 

Faccd with these realities, with’ pro- 
duction in the basic infrastructural 
sectors becoming subservient to a re- 
stricted and narrow market which can 
abtorb the high cost of production, 
economists and fiscal managers find 
themselves utterly confused. They are 
somehow trying to find monetarist 
solutions and answers to this basic 
problem of growth. And the politicians 
in the country, irrespective .of their 
party’ affiliations, are so entrapped ih 
ideological considerations that even 
they are not able to find an easy 
solution to this stagnant-high-economy 
syndronn. It is necessary, therefore, to 
clarify some of our ideological 
preconceptions that tend to govern and 
condition our policies and pro- 


grammes, irrespective of political af- 
filiations. 

In our constitution, we adopted a 
principic of establishing a “sovereign 
socialist secular democratic republic” 
in the country. We, as a nation, are 
therefore committed to the establish- 
ment. of a socialist democracy. By 
socialism in a democratic set-up, it was 
envisaged that we would be establish- 
ing a casteless and classless socicty 
where all men who are bom equal 
would continue to be treated as equals, 
where there would be equality of op- 
portunity for all and where there would 


' be no exploitation of man by man. 


Unfortunately, however, today 
socialism has come to acquire a totally 
distorted connotation in India. Initual- 
ly when we adopted the planning 
process which had worked successfully 
i socialist countries, it was felt that as 
a via media for a democratic society, 
we would create a public sector where 
utilising national public resources, 
mainly in the core infrastructural in- 
dustnes, we would be able to develop 
an industrial base which, being free 
from exploitative motivations, would 
achieve faster growth and thus acquire 
a commanding height in the economy 
of the couniry. 

The hope was that we would be able 
to meet infrastructural needs iike 
power and stcel on a large scale at a 
competitive and comparatively much 
lower cost than would have been poss- 
ible in the private sector. This would 
have enabled the growth of industries 
as well as agriculture, providing .pro- 
ductive employment to a very large 
section of our population. 

However, the whole concept of the 
public. sector was uneconomic and 
-non-viable from its very inception. 
‘costs about Rs. 8,000 per tonne. 

Moreover, we have landed ourselves 
‘in a high-cost and cost-push cyclic 
which is becoming more vicious day by 
day. Take, for example, our production 
in a very important sector like coal. 

At the time of nationalisation of the 
coal industry in 1972-73, the coal 
production int the country was about 77 
million tonnes, the cost of production 
per tonne about Rs. 47 and the. wage 
per worker about Rs. 16 per day or Rs. 

400 per month. The total investment in 
the coal sector prior to nationalisation, 


‘tensive, were turned into labour- 


for setting up public sector indus- tor . 


tries. These industries which by 
their very nature are capital-in- 
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intensive ones employing in some 
cases. more than ten times the 
manpower required for that sec- 


For‘examp'>,...1 the coal sector, we 
not only continued to employ the large 








“workforce in existence at the time of 
nationalisation but also increased it 
further from $50,000 to 700,000. As a 
result while 30,000 workers in Ausiral- 
ia produce 145 m.t. of coal, more than 
six lakh workers are unable to produce 
the same amount in India. _ ; 

Similarly, while 14,500 workers at 
the Pohang stecl pliant in South Korea 
produce ninc million tonnes of steel, a: 
125,000 workforce in India is not able 
to produce even six million tonnes of | 
stecl. Bclore the Pohang steel company 
was formed in 1968, South Korea's . 
total stccl production was only about 
185.000 tonnes and that too from small . 
open-hearth furnaces. With a total. 
investment of about dollars 3.6 billion, . 
the plant which started production in_ 
only 1970, reached a peak level of 9.1 
million tonnes by the end of 1984 and 
the company had a surplus. of one® 
billion dollars each in 1982 and 1983. 

Compared to this our performance is 
dismal. And this despite the fact that. 
we have employed similar technology 
and equipment at very heavy costs to. 
the public exchequer. Over R$. 6,000 
crores cach have been invested in both 
the coal and stcel sectors. We cannot, 
therefore, say that adequate invest. 
ment has not been made. 

The causes of our dismal per-. 
formance primarily lie with the adop- | 
tion of a wrong concept of sotialism 
which equates over-employed, top~ 
heavy, inefficient and an unaccoun-. 
table, public sector with socialism. 

What is more, having set up the 
public sector we started treating it as a ; 
holy cow and considered — it” 
blasphemous to even question the 
performance of public sector units. 
Mere questioning was considered to be 
reactionary. We forgot that in socialist 
societies not only the public sector, but’ 
practically the entire economic activity 
is managed and controlled by a single 
ideologically dedicated, committed 
and accountable political party. In the 
Indian situation we have left the public 
sector in the hands of an ideologically 
indifferent service which is not accoun- 
tuble for its performance and results. 
Worse, by making most of these public 
sector areas monopolistic we have 
eliminated a basic element of efficien- . 
cy, i.e. competition. ' 

We also did not follow a policy of 
cc itinuity of the top management. We 
continued io rly on ‘an inherited. 
bureaucratic philosophy of the colonial 
past, based on distrust even in this 
crucial arca of development and thus 
imposed a restricted tenure of two 
ycars for the top management. We kept’ 
most of ti > final decision-making and. 
financial powers in the hands of the’ 
bureaucracy in Yhe government.: 
Further, by overmanning these sectors 
we practically ensured that these core 


public sector indusines would be 
neither productive nor economically 
viable. 

_ Inefficiency was dressed up in the 
holy garb of socialism and every one 


vied with each other to defend it on all. 


platforms. In all these infrastructural 
industries in the public sector we could 
have used international norms of pro- . 
' duction and productivity as the rural 
‘ measures of comparative. growth. In- 


, Stead, we conveniently used private. 
_ Sector units within the country as. 
models for comparison. But they too’ 


+ work in a similar environment and 
, therefore cannot provide a standard for 
‘ the performance of‘ the public sector. 


‘However, even with standards such as 


these to go by, our public sector units 
’ failed to perform. ~ 

Thus in the name of Indian social- 
ism all that we have achieved is a 


stagnant, high-cost, inefficient, non- 


‘competitive, irresponsible and unac-: 


countabie system of production. | 
» With such a base in the core sectors 
of the economy, the private sector 
. found it lucrative to exploit it for the 
growth 6f the consumer industrics. At 
the cost of the investment in the public 
sector, a whole army of those who 
flourished on contracts for various 


works, a nouveau riche class came into . 


existence. Much of the income that got 
funnelled into private hands from pub- 
lic investment escaped income’ 


assessment, thus increasing the vast 


reservoir of unaccounted money. 

This unaccounted money, in tum. 
created a limited market for luxury. 
goods. And today we have a situation 
where a small sect‘oa of the population 
is highly affluent and the entire pro- 
ductive activity is geared to cater to 
this limited section with the requisite 
purchasing power. Thus, a consumenst 
section of society has come into CX 

_ istence. 

Despite the grim picture of im-. 
balanced ani. distorted growth in the: 
economy, tre situation is not ir- 
reparable. But ‘to. take remedial 
measures, we need the will and de- 


termination to pull ourselves out of 


this que gare. We need to halt this 

stagnati ig trend of the high-cost, cost- 

push vicious cycle and simultaneously 

decide to change the direction of our’ 

economic growth. : 

_ Asa first step we should decide that 

in the field of core infrastructural. 
industnes, .at least a¢ far as new units\ 
are concerned, we will establish them . 

entirely according . to international _ 

norms — both in terms of the capital ' 

used and the manpower employed. We 

should firmly.-insist ‘het the entire” 

workforce, from management down to 

the last employee, will be’ collectively » 
responsible for the production and” 
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productivity of the unit. A new partii- 
patory work culture would thus have to 
be established. 

The management must be given 
‘gontinued authority without any himi- 
tationsof tenure or age — the only 
criterion being merit and the capacity 
te deliver. I: would also be in con- 
formity with our philosophy which 
says: Gunah pujasthanam. Gunishu 
nacha lingam nacha vayah (Only ment 
‘deserves recognition. In the menton- 
ous, neither sex nor age is relevant.) 


. Appointments must be purely contrac- 


tual and terminable on either side with 


an agreed notice penod, The manage- 
ment should be given full powers and 


‘ facilities to employ moder managerial 


and technological methods for achiev- 
‘ing maximum, production and pro- 
"ductive efficiency. And the output-per- 
manshift must be comparable to the 
best in the world. . 

It is high time that we did away with . 
the artificial distinction between the 
public and the private sectér units. As 

.a matter of faci, both scctors must 
.conform to certain basic national 
norms. 

We must introduce an clement of 
competition at least within the country, 
in all productive tars and allow 
these units tq induct the latest techno- . 
logical advances and improvements 
from anywhere in the wortd: 

Progressively, we mus! aim at mak- 
ing all our inputs, based on highly cost- 
efficient: infrastructural growth, com- 
‘petitive in’ terms of international. 
prices. Only when we have done that, 
‘would we be able to make our products 
competitive in the international mar- 
ket. 

It is wrong to believe that by creating 
a sheltered and protectionist market, 
our industries can survive and grow. It 
is only in the sfage of infancy of an 
industry that some protection is 
needed. But after that if an indusiry 
cannot Stand on its own feet and face 
International competition, it does not 
deserve to survive. 

. If we adopt the above approach, 
there is no need why the additiona! 
production of coal of about 250 m.t., 
which we propose to add to our current 
production in the next 15 years, should 
not be produced at a much lower cost. 
That in turn would make the pro 
duction of energy much cheaper. 

Today, if we carn just increase our 
coal industry's OMS only two-fold, 
from 0.86 to 1.7 tonnes, i.e. not even 
two tonnes per worker per day, our cost 
of production will come down from Rs. 
210 to Rs. 100 per tonne. One can 
easily imagine how much less the cost 
of production would be if the OMS in 

coalmines in India is at par with the 
international norm of about 2° tonnes 











iN Open-cas mines and about 45 
tonnes in underground mines. 

This is not impossible to achieve. In 
doing so. however, it will not be 
possible to retrench the existing work- 
force. But can we not at least agree to 
reduce the workforce by the process of 
natural separation? There is no reason 
why we cannot train our younger 
people to use moder equipments and 
methods and give them better working 
conditions in the underground mines. 
This can be done without affecting the 
wages of the workers. As a matter of 
fact, their carnings will increase with 
increase in the output per worker. 

We must here remember that maxi- 
mum employment can be provided 
only downstream tn the end-product 
consunicr indusines. For example, it 1s 
estimated that one millon tonnes of 
steel creates direct and indirect em- 
ployment for about 250,000 persons. 
Today, we are manufactunng about 
ninc millon tonnes of coal. Thus we 
are generating employment for about 
fise million pople with sieci alone. If 
we could produce $0 m.t. of steel, as in 
China, we would be able to provide 
nroductive employment to more than 
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FTEN it is argued that our per 

unit costs are comparable with 
the cost of production in some of 
the developed countries. But this is 
a misconception. 

When we consider the fact that the 
per capita income in India is abwut $ 
260 as against the per capita income of 
about $ 10,000 to $ 14,000 in the: 
developed countries like the U.K, 
West Germany, France and the US., 
one can easily understand that 
although the cost per tonne of coal in 
those countnes is about $ 100 and 
although the cost in India is about $ 20 
@ tonne, as a proportion of the per 
capita income, it is less than one per 
cent in the developed countries against 
Mine per cent in India. It is this which 
makes all the difference when we try to 
compare our cost of production with 
that in the developed countries. 

Costs and prices are relative terms. 
They are relevant in the context of the 
purchasing powcr of the people. Today, 
if the price of steel is about Rs. 8,000 
per tonne in India, and the average per 
capita income is about Rs. 3,000, then 
it can easily be scen that not many can 
have access to steel. The indicator of 
per Capita income in the Indian context 





25 million people. | 

We have very rich iron ore deposits 
but our best iron ore is today exported 
to Japan and South Korea. Even China 
is now interested in our iron ore. The 
export earning from iron ore 1s about 
Rs. 75 per tonne. Roughly two tones 
of iron ore make one tonne of stcel. If 
we were to convert the iron ore into 
stecl, as is done in South Korea, we 
would at least be earning Rs. 4,000 per 
tonne of steei in foreign exchange, 
whereas by exporting iron ore required 
for making one tonne of steel we are 
earning only Rs. 50. 


During the colonial regime we used 
to blame the colonial masters for taking 
away the raw matenal from our coun- 
try and giving us back the fimshed 
product. It is sad to see that today we 
ourselves are taking the easier option of 
exporting our valuable raw matenal 
just because the cost of conversion to 
finished products has been made not 
only internationally non-competitive 
bui aiso pruimbitive in the imiernal 
market. 

This ts not because of any outside 
constraint. If we ourselves foolishly 


is also not a very fair one because of the 
high disparities in income. The 
purchasing power of 90 per cent of our 
people is not adequate to meet even the 
basic necessities of life, leave alone to 
purchase luxury goods. 

Our market is therefore getting re- 
stricted and growing verticaily for that 
small section of society which con- 
tinues to get larger and larger purchas- 
ing power, both because of the ac- 
counted as well as unaccounted wealth. 
There can be no other explanation for 
the fact that in a city like Bombay, a flat 
of about 1,200 sq.ft. floor area, in a 
posh locality can fetch about Rs | 
crore! The distortions, therefore, are 
obv:ous. 

The only answer to this problem of 
narrow economic growth and to the 
inflationary trend in the economy is to 
ensure that more goods are produced 
because inflation is only an increase in 
the money supply without adequate 
availabil.ty of goods. Today, the threat 
of inflation has become even greater 
when we consider the phenomenon of | 
steep increase in salaries and wages as. 
a result of various awards, pay com- 
missions and wage boards. This will 
start a chain reaction in the whole 

country and the demand for higher 
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decided to produce steel by employing 
ten times more workers, although pay- 
ing them one of the highest wages in 
return for the lowest per head output, 
by making the management totally 
unaccountable, allowing huge oublic 
resources to be virtually squandered, 
can we blame anyone else for this 
suicidal behaviour? To crown this 
foily, we eulogise it in the name of 
socialism. There can be no grcater 
travesty of intelligence than thts. 
The question thus ts very simple. 
Shall we in the name of socialism 
continue to employ in the core in- 
frastructure industry itself heavy 
equipment at the cost of hundreds of 
crores of rupects, and in the name of 
social objectives also employ more 
than ten times the number of. workers 
required? Or, shall we convert our nch 
raw matenials like iron ore and bauxite 
into abundant and less expensive sicel 
and aluminium and supply it to our 
people, mainly in the rural areas, for 
producing consumer goods to improve 
their living standards and thereby gen- 
erate nearly ten-fold more employ- 
ment? 
The answer should be clear to any 
person with common sense. 


wages, particularly in organised and 
essential sectors will increase and will 
force the government and the 
authorities to yield in the name of 
expediency. 

As 8 result, we would have to 
to larger deficit financing, print more 
paper currency, put more purchasing 
power in the hands of those few who 
are strategically positioned either in the 
government or in the public sector and 
other organised sectors. As this will not . 
result in commensurate prowth of! 
either the infrastructure or down- 
stream consumer goods, inflationary 
Pressures will become inevitable. 

The disparity between prices of agri- 
cultural and industrial products will 
grow further, because the agricultural . 
producers as well as their workers, do 
not have the requisite holding power 
and are often denied remunerative 
prices and wages, respectively. It is a 
surprising phenomenon that on the one 
hand we want our agricultunsts to 
produce 1aore, but when they do so, as 
has happened in the past in the case of 
Sugarcane, cotton, jute and other cash 
Crops, we put them at the mercy of the 
law of demand and supply and tell 
them that they have committed a crime 





- producing more and, therefore, they 
must get less pnce for their products. 


Production in our country also has 
no correlation today to the needs of the 
people. We still go by the capitalist 
norm of the demand in the market, 
meaning thereby, the needs of only that 
section of the population which has the 
purchasing power. Hence, although on 
the one hand we lay claims to the 
philosophy of socialism, which essen- 
tially aims at taking care of the needs 
of every member of society, on the 
other, we are entirely subservient to the 
vaganes of the market. As a result our 
production of even essential goods has 
been stagnating. 

Because we encouraged farmers in 
states like Punjab and Haryana by 
providing them better irrigation facili- 
ties and inputs like fertilisers, better 
seeds and pesticides, we have been able 
to increase food production nearly 
three-fold since 1950. The production 
of other nbdtrients like milk and eggs 
has also increased substantially. But 
even here, it musi be remembered that 
because purchasing power is concen- 
trated in the hands of th 10 per cent 
who live mostly in the urban areas, the 
majonty of our people living in the 
Tural areas, or for that matter even in 
slums in the urban areas, are not able 
to afford adequately nutritious food. It 
is ironical to note that there is surplus 
milk in rural areas like in Wardha, 
although thousands of children there 
cannot even afford a tea-spoonful of 
milk. This is so because milk produced 
there has to be sent all the way to the 
markets in Calcutta and Bombay 
where alone it can fetth the price 
needed by the producers. 

Hence we must plan at augmenting 
the purchasing power of our people 
living in the rural areas. This can be 
done, firstly, by ensuring that they get 
remunerative prices for their agricul- 
tural produce. And secondly, by 
providing agro-industrial productive 
avenues as well as productive employ- 
ment in small-scale and cottage indus- 
tnes which can be established on a 
decentralised basis. In the rural areas 
themselves. In fact we must treat 
agriculture as an induséry. : 

Today, theoretically, we could give 
more purchasing power to people in 
rural areas by paying higher prices for 
the agricultural produce and higher 
waees to the agricultural workers. But 
as there would be no matching growth 
in the production of consumer goods 
necded by these people, the immediate 
impact will be inflationary and a situ- 
ation of shortage of goods and rise in 
pnces would result. 

There is, therefore, no alternative 
but to plan for the production of more 
goods — mainly consumer goods — 
which can provide large-scale employ- 








ment in the rurel areas themselves 
throughout the country. This cannot be 
done unless we are in a position to 
provide infrastructural inputs like 
power, coal, steel, cement, aluminium, 
copper, zinc and petrochemical prod- 
ucts on a much larger scale and at much 
lower prices. 

We cannot provide t! se inpts by 
importing them. It will bk the height of 
folly to imagine that we can export all 
our raw material at a very low price like 
exporting iron ore for Rs. 75 a tonne, 
and bauxite for Rs. 300 a tonne, and | 
then import ‘steel at more than Rs. 
$,000 a tonne and alumjnium at more 
than Rs. 17,000 a tonne. It would 
indeed be in the national interest if 
some of our eminent economists, in- 
‘dustrialists and financial wizards could 
tell us how they can achieve the miracle 
of growth without augmenting the 
production of infrastructural goods at 
a much faster pace and much lower 
cost. 

The economic changes required 
above will necessitate reorientation 
both in our managerial structure in 
public undertakings as well as in our 
administrative system. As pointed out 
earlier, in the public sector, we have 
made the management unaccountabie 
and inefficient by the nature of its 
structure ‘itself. The situation is even 
more disheartening in the case of the 
administrative system. With the 
growth in governmental 
responsibilities and areas of activity, 
there has been a massive growth in the 
administrative machinery. But in es- 
sence, it has never really been respon- 
sible for administering. 

The word ‘adminisiration’ enjoys a 
responsibility for management and 
governing. In the post-independence 
period, as against the earlier limited 
objective of law and order and revenue, 
the entire role of the administration 
expanded. Its expansion was mainly in 
the developmental areas of economic 
growth. And today there is hardly any 
area of developmental activity which 
does not directly come under the 
guidance or control of the adminis- 
trative machinery. But surprisingly, the 
administrative machinery itself has 
never been made responsible for results 
in any developmental field. 

_ We continued with the philosophy 
inherited from the colonial adminis- 
tration based on distrust and putting 
checks and counterchecks all along. As 
& result, no officer was ever placed in 
any position for more than‘a couple of 
years. It was believed, and is still 
believed, that the best way in which the’ 
growth of vesied interests can be 
prevented is by shifting administrators, 
periodically and the shorter the period, 
the better. The result is there for 
everyone to see. Thus although we 
have the pick of the country in this. 
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service it has not been put to effective 
use for the development of our nation. 

As it is, important decisions are 
taken at the administrative level which 
ultimately get the stamp or the signa- 
iure of the political authority. But even 
while these decisions are taken, they go 
through \multiple levels in the same 
deparmment and honzontally through 
many other departments. And in the 
process of decision-making, officers are 
shuffled around like a pack of cards. At 
some stage if you want to find out 
where and who took a wrong decision, 
it becomes well nigh impossible. And 
even when you succeed after years of 
effort to locate the person responsible, 
you cannot do anything because by that 
time the person has either retired from 
service or has retired for good from life 
itself. 


Thus, the Indian Administrative 
Service, in effect, does not administer. 
IAS officers say that they are only 
advisers and at best they only gather 
information from vanous fields, pro- 
cess it, put it in a proper format and 
piace it for information either before 
the ministers or before Parliament. 
Thus they have become 2 specialised 
clerical service. In fact, it would be 
better to call them ‘iCS’ — Indian 
Clencal Service — instead of IAS. 

In effect, all controls are kept in the 
hands of government departments and 
the tendency always is to increase the 
number of controls in the name of 
better administration. And the political 
representatives are told that this 1s 
necessary to carry out their policics. 
Politicians also gullibly feel, partrcu- 
larly when they are in power, that ail 
these restraints and controls are being 
introduced to implement their policies 
and programmes. 


In the process, the system puts 
enormous powers in the hands of the 
administtative service from the highest 
to the lowest level. This has resulted in 
the creation of a huge machinery which 
has a lot of power but no responsibility. 
The prerogative of the oldest pro- 
fession! 

It is, therefore, imperative that even 
in this service some structural changes 
are brought about so that it becomes 
responsible and accountable. This can 
be done by providing continuity in 
office, at least above a certain level, say 
joint-secretary upwards, in a particular 
department and post 

But all said and done, the ultimate 
responsibility will be that of the politi- 
cal representatives. In a democracy 

people can only look to the representa- 
tives whom they have elected. What- 
ever changes are required to be made 
in the political, economic and adminis- 
trative structures, the political rep- 
resentatives of the people are expected 
to initiate them. These representatives, 
and among them those who are in a 








/9274 
CSO: 


4600/1052 


position of authority, cannot get away 
from their responsibility by trying to 
find fault with someone elise or by 
blaming the circumstances. 

Unfortunately, the political rep- 
resentatives and those in authority are 
so bogged down with immediate prob- 
lems like the law and order situation, 
natural calamities, settlement of strikes 
arid disputes, etc., that they seem to 
have neither the time nor the mental 
freedom to devote their attention to 
these basic probiems. 

Our real weakness lies in the econ- 
omic ficid. Unless we achieve econ- 
omic independence for the over- 
whelming majority of our people, even 
political independence will become 
vulnerable ard the very integrity and 
unity of India as a nation would be 
threatened. The enemies of India 
would mturally be happy to see it 
weaken and disintegrate. Some of them 
have studied our country better than 
many of our learned professors of 
traditional weaknesses of our people 
lie. They know how our people can be 
provoked on communal, linguistic and 
parochial issues. They have a well 
planned strategy for destabrlisine our 
social system. 


But why should we blame them? 


movement, whom can we blame if the 
unemployed angry young people fall 
Prey to populist slogans ~hich while 
using their anger and frustration 
provide a cover for criminals, traitors 
and the enemies of the nation? 

It is, therefore, the responsibility of 
the representatives of the people to rise 
to the occasion and give serious con- 
sideration in Parliament, and outside 
it, to this basic problem of an ali-round 
and balanced economic growth. Canwe 
rot spend a few days continuously in 
Parliament discussing these problems 
that go to the very root of our ex- 
istence? Can the intellectuals, econom- 
ists and men in the media not find time 
to devote to these problems? | will be 
content, if after discussion, debate and 
proper dialogue, they find that the facts 
and the analyses given in this article are 
baseless and do not deserve any serious 
consideration. | will be only too happy 
if they offer some other .asier and 
better solutions to our problems. 
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MUSLIN ACT REFERRED TO CONSTITUTION BENCH 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 2 Aug 


[Text | 
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NEW DELHI, Aug. 1—The Sup- 
rem2 Court today directed that a 
writ petition, challenging the cons- 
titutional validity of the Muslim 
Women (Protection of. Rights .on 
Divorce) Act, 1966, be heard by a 
Constitution Bench, reports PTI/ 

The bench will hava five judges, 
a Division Bench comprising the 
Chief Justice, Mr P. N. Bhagwati, 
ard Mr Justice VV. Khalid ruled 
while admitting the petition moved 
by Mrs Tara Ali Balg, a well-known 
social worker and three others, 

The court declined:to expedite 
the hearing of the matter mame- 
diately. However, the court gave li- 
berty to the petitioners to mention 
for early hearing in September.\ 

Earlier, the court had issued no- 
tices and admitted similar petitions 
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challenging the constitutional vall- 
dity of the Att, passed by Parlia 
ment towards the end of the last 
budget session... 

Bection 3 of.the Act. excludes 
Muslim women from the purview 
of Section 1256 CrPC under. which 
they were entitled to claim main- 
tenance from a divorced husband 
for.an indefinite perfdd of time 

The petition, argudd by Mr Sol! 
Sorabjee,, submitted that the ex 
clusion of Muslim women from the 
provistoniof Section 125 was based 
on religion alone and was violative 
of Artictes 14 and 15 of the Constl. 
tution. “It violates the basic prin 
ciples of secularism and equality 
and discriminate agajnst | Musiim 
women ‘only on the grounds of re. 
ligion,”. he sald. 
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COMMISSLONS OF INQUIRY (AMENDMENT) BILL PASSED 


Bombay ‘THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 7 Aug 86 p l 


[Text ] 


NEW DELHI, August 6. 


TIFF resistance from the op- 

position notwithstanding, the 
Rajya Sabha today passed the con- 
troversial commissions of inquiry 
(amendment) bill, 1986, empower- 
ing the government to withhold 
the publication of any inquiry 
commission report. 

The entire opposition, barnng the 
AIADMK., walked out at the time of 
the final reading of the Lill, describing 
i as an undemocratic mi asure tc curb 
the people's and the Parliament's right 
to information. 

The house carlier rejected by 13 
votes to 34 a statutory resolution 
moved by Mr. L. K. Advani and others 
scching to disapprove the ordinance 
which this bill would replace. It also 
rejected all the amendments to the bill 
moved by opposition members. 

The Lok Sabha has already passed 
the bill. 

The minister of state for home, Mr. 
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P. Chidambaram, conceded that the 
government had compelling reasons to 
withhold the Thakkar commission re- 
port on the assassination of Mrs. Indira 
Gandhi. 

The case was already in the court 
where the accused assassins were being 
tned. Another special investigation 
team was also going into vanous 
aspects of this case. The publication of 
the Thakkar commission report at this 
stage could influence the findings of the 
others. Besides. the tnal court had 
upheld the government's contention 
that this report could not be shown to 
the court, he said. 


The acrimonious debate on the bill, 
spanning over two days, was marked 
by a sharp criticism by the opposition 
benches of the manner in which the 
orginal act was being amended to 
permit the government to withhold the 
Thakkar commission report. 


They suggested that some safeguards 
be incorporated to prevent its “mis- 
use.” The chairman of the Rajya 
Sabha, the Lok Sabha speaker and the 
chief justice of the supreme court 
should be consulted before suppressing 
the publication of any report, theysug- 
gested. 


The government, however, turned 
down the opposition plea on the 
ground that the cxecutive was fully 
competent to decide whether a particu- 
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lar report went against the national or 
public inter :st or not. 

The minister of state for home, Mr. 
P. Chidambaram, reiterated the as- 
surance given to the house earlier that 
the provisions of the bill would be used 
only sparingly 
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SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN SUBMARINE CONSTRUCTION SOUGHT 


Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 3 Aug 86 p l 


{Text | 
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The Garden Reach Shipbuilders 
and Engineers will soon get orders 
from the Navy for construction of 
frigates, Admiral R. H. Tahilianl, 
Chief of the Nava! Staff, said in Cal- 
cutté on Saturday. The GRSE has 
so far been building smaller naval 
vessels such as seaward defence 
boats. Construction of frigates at 
the yard might start next year, he 
added. 

llermes, the aircraft carrier of 
the British Navy which India has 
purchased, will be commissioned 
next year, the Naval Chief said. 
It is now being refitted. The ship 
will be equipped with Sea Harrier 
jump jets and Sea King _helicop- 
ters. The ship will be renamed 
“INS Viraat”. 

India would be progressively 
self-sufficient in construction of sub- 
marines, Admiral Tahiliani said 
The first submarine of the West 
German variety was now being con- 
structed at the Mazagon Dock, Bom- 
bay. India had already imported 
outright two such submarines. 

Admiral Tahiliani, who ts also 
the chairman of the Chiefs of Staff 
Committee,-did not think there was 


any immediate possibility of stepp- | 


Ing down the presence of the Army 
Ini Mizoram. Though an accord had 
been arrived at with the Mizo Na 
tlonal Front, the Army had differ- 
ent tasks to perform, he pointed 
out. Admiral Tahiliani was passing 
through Calcutta on his way. back 
to Delhi from a visit to the Naval 
Installation at Port Blair. 

The Navy could not object to the 
proposal of setting up a free trade 
zone at Port Blair, an idea floated 
by some business organizations, he 
said. It was the task of the Navy to 
guard the coastline of the country 
and its property. 
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MAJLIS SPEAKER ANALYSES WAR SITUATION 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 28 Jul 86 p 3 
[Text] Tehran. IRNA. 


Hojjat ol-Eslam Hashemi-Rafsanjani, the representative of 
the imam on the Supreme Council for Defense and speaker 
of the Majlis, warned the reactionary countries 
supporting Saddam that if they continue their support for 
the regime of Saddam, Iran will hold them responsible for 
the evil acts of Iraq. 


In a detailed analysis of the imposed war entitled "The Role of Conspiracies 
in the Ultimate Victory," published in the Mordad [23 July-22 August] issue of 
PASDAR-E ESLAM, the representative of the imam on the Supreme Council] for 
Defense pointed out: The countries of the southern coast of the Persian Gulf 
who support Iraq and from whose o11 resources Iraq feeds must know that if our 
economic centers are hit, we will regard them as being as responsible as Iraq. 
If Iraq buys weapons with money from the Saudis, Kuwait or other countries and 
attacks our o1l centers, such aggression will be considered their aggression 
as well. 


Referring to the terrible acts of Iraq in damaging the economic centers, he 
spoke of a policy of retaliation and said: We have now fully identified the 
sensitive centcrs in Iraq. We know the precise locations of the energy~ 
producing turbines, refineries, oil operation centers, and sensitive economic 
centers. We are able fo target them and des! roy them with missiles, wherever! 
they are. The lraqis have tested our missiles in (Kapkuk) and realize that in 
a competition to hit industrial centers, they will suffer more damage than we 
will. 


Hojjat ol-Eslam Hashemi-Rafsanjani described the result of the conspiracy of 
the enemies in reducing the price of oil as having backfired and emphasized 
that to fight this situation that the oppressors want to impose on us, we have 
decided that we must end the war as soon as possible in the interest of Islam. 
For this reason, we have chosen to escalate the war. 
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PUBLIC SECTOR FIRM SUSPENDED 


jombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 4 Aug 86 p lL 


lText | 
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NEW DELHI, August 3 
(UNI). 


R the first time, the chair- 
man of a public undertaking 
has been suspended in conncc- 
tion with bungling of public 
funds amounting to about Rs. 40 
crores. 

According to reliable sources, an 
official of the department of public 
enterprises flew to Calcutta last 
Tuesday to serve the suspension 
order on Mr. P. C. Sen, chairman of 
the Burn Standard Company. Simul- 
taneously, the department instituted 
a CBI probe of the scandal. 

Burn Standard, Calcutta, is erect- 
ing an offshore oil drilling platform 
for the Oil and HJatural Gas Com- 
mission in collaboration with an 
American firm. The charge against 
Mr. Sen is that he spent Rs. 40 crores 
without any sanction from the gov- 
ernment or the board of directors of 
his company. 

Mr. Sen was served with the 
suspension order almost at the end 
of his last day of service with the 
company. 

NO TIME TO REACT 


He had managed to secure for 
himself the position of chairman of 
the Preriess Investment and Finance 
Company and was joining the Peer- 
less offices as de facto chairman. 

The department of public 
enterprises saw to it that Mr. Sen did 
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not have time to obtain any court 
injunctions against the suspension 
orders. He was asked to hand-over 
charge to the chairman of Brait 
Wait, another government under- 
taking. 

It is alleged that Mr. Scn had 
managed the resignations of five 
general managers and two directors 
of the company, who were ds 
sociated with him in the un- 
authonsed expenditure of funds. 
Positions had been secured also for 
these men in the Peerless company. 

The American collaborators of 
Burn Standard were asked dredging 
a channel along with the erection of 
the offshore platform. Thceir 
dredgers proved ineffective and they 
wanted to import Dutch equipment 
for the purpose at an additional cost 
of Rs. six crores. This was in viol- 
ation of the agreement signed with 
them. 

Meanwhile, the government 
found out that Mr. Sen, of his own 
accord contacted the Dutch firm and 
began negotiating with them. 
Eventually he was asked to desist 
from doing this. 

According to the sources, Mr. Sen 
had all along misused his political 
clout Many members of parliament 
belonging to both the left front and 
Congress party had complained 
against him. 





INUTA 








He poirted out: We no longer find it necessary to sell more oil, even if the 
price of oil goes up. By relying on ourselves, we can use our oil to make 
petroleum products and in petrochemical and other operations, and thus 
transform it into needed products. 


He mentioned other instances of confronting global oppression, including 
acquiring more currency resources through the seas, fertilizers, pastures, 
forest resources, handicrafts, mines, springs, and other God-given land 
resources, as well as revolutionizing some of the factories into military 
factories. He said in this regard: Our domestic factories have truly 
performed miracles in the bridge-building industry. They built a bridge over 
the Arvand River within 15 minutes, which was installed and opened within a 
short period of time, and which had a capacity of 80 tons of cargo. In other 
words, the heaviest tanks in the world and the largest loaded trucks can cross 
it. 


Concerning the conspiracy to reduce the price of oil and the new economic 
situation of the country, he said: Our enemies reduce our oil revenues to 
less than half, and currency revenues are very important to us. But the same 
has also happened to Iraq and its supporters, with the difference being that 
it cannot destroy us. This situation is constructive for us, but for them it 
is certainly devastating. 


In the same connection, he added: With planning, the government will provide 
abundant levels of public necessities, and we have the resources for it. In 
other words, there will never be a reduction in the supply oi bread, rice, 
meat and other primary needs of the people. Fuel will never be a source of 
worry, because it is produced domestically and is an abundant supply of it. 
But we must give up some excessive and luxury items. The private sector will 
be free to develop exports and imports with the production resources. 


In another part of this analysis, Hojjat ol-Eslam Hashemi described the 
occupation of Fav, Qalavizan Heights and 223 Heights in Iraq and added: We 
chose Fav because it was the location of the enemy's economic conspiracy, 
because the Persian Gulf is considered to be an important center, both for us 
and for those engaged in this conspiracy, and it was necessary to sever Iraq's 
relations with the Persian Gulf and bring ourselves closer to the oi] 
producing countries supporting Iraq. They are financial sources for Iraq, 
and, in addition, are roads to its provisions, and they also provide 
propaganda support. Thank God, we were victorious. Regarding Kuwait, even 
though we had a common water border, we are now closer; there is only the 
distance of Khur-e ‘Abdollah between us. 


Referring to Saddam's propaganda concerning Mehran, he said: In Mehran, they 
made a lot of propagenda and engaged in excessive displays of power. In the 
celebrations, the speeches and the statements of all political officials of 
Iraq, including Saddam, his deputy, the speaker of the Majlis, the military 
commanders, and the ambassadors of the Ba'thist regime of Iraq abroad, and 
even in Arab newspapers and magazines, it was stated that Iraq had taken 
Mehran and would by no means leave it. They went so far as to want to give 
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Mehran to the counterrevolutionaries and make it the capital of liberated 
Iran. 


One reason for our delay in taking back Mehran was that, during the six weeks 
period, we wanted the world to know that Iraq intended to stay in Mehran and 
not leave it, hoping to make a deal concerning Fav. Suddenly, with a deadly 
strike in which our forces suffered very little casualties in the operations, 
we inflicted such a shock countering this propaganda that it stunned the 
enemies. 


In this case, with the occupation of Mehran and Qalavizan Heights as well as 
223 Heights on Iraq soil (which is lower than Qalavizan), nothing remains but 
the desert, which then reaches the Euphrates. Therefore, Iraq is complete! > 
vulnerable in that area. 


In another part of this analysis, Hojjat ol-Eslam Hashemi~-Rafsanjani states: 
The situation on the fronts now is such that Iraq must either surrender to the 
existing conditions and admit defeat or engage in other attacks, whico will be 
very costly to Iraq. Given the elimination of his forces and the loss of many 
advanced weapons, to replace them would not only be very expensive, but nearly 
impossible. 


Comparing the situation of the armies in Iran and Iraq, Hojjat ol-Eslam 
Hashemi-Rafsanjani continued his analysis and added: Today, our Air Force is 
more active than it was at the beginning of the war, because at that time, 
even though we had more airplanes, most of them remained on the bases unused; 
however, today our airplanes are active and ready to fly at any moment. 


Our tanks are also more active than they were in the past. In addition, we 
have about 700 tanks that were taken as spoils, most of which are new. Our 
artillery is stronger than it was at the beginning of the war and is 
increasing because of our increased ability to repair and reconstruct. Our 
factories manufacture plenty of mortars and the production of ammunition has 
increased. With the new methods that we have initiated, we have increased 
production several-fold. For instance, a factory that previously produced 100 
mortars per day can now produce about 2,000 per day. 


Our human resources are so strong that our military centers have not had the 
capacity to take all the soldiers who had not yet served. Now, through 
planning, we are trying to expand this capacity. 


He added: We have sufficient equipment needed on the battle fields, 
particularly in the infantry war. Our support fire is more active than it was 
in the past. Our air defense is much more advanced and active than in the 
past. We have regained our Hawks. We have Hawks for areas in which we want 
to have operations. We have about 80 F-14 airplanes, most of which are 
constantly active. We have decided initially to establish 500 regiments, if 
necessary, 1,000 new regiments, to end the war. 
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Of course, our situation in terms of helicopters is better than that of Iraq, 
because we have the largest helicopter gunships in the world, after two or 
three other countries. In other words, we have nearly 1,000 helicopters, most 
of which are active and the rest of which are gradually becoming active. In 
terms of support and parts manufacturing, we have no problems. This report 
examines the air and human resources of Iraq and adds: The damage inflicted 
on Iraq's airplanes and pilots in Fav includes the enemy's loss of more than 
70 airplanes, which cannot be easily replaced. Iraq knew that if it were to 
repeat the same plan in Mehran, it would be nothing more than a dangerous risk 
and again dozens of Iraq's airplanes might be lost and large numbers of its 
forces destroyed. 


Even 1f Iraq Fas more than 300 airplanes, it certainly does not have more than 
150 active ones. 


The representative of the imam on the Supreme Council for Defense referred to 
the bombing ot the helicopter center of Iraq and the destruction of 40 
helicopters of the Ba'thist regime in that center as well as the destruction 
of 30 helicopters of the Iraq regime in the Haj ‘Omran operations and said: 
Iraq's manpower situation is bad; they can no longer bring in new forces, 
because in the Fav, Haj ‘Omran, Mehran and more limited operations, such as 
Fakeh, Zobeydat, Sumar and the operational regions of val-Fajr-Nine, the 
casualties that Iraq has suffered have significantly reduced her combative 
forces. In terms of war equipment, we believe that provisions are very 
difficult for Iraq and they cannot easily replace all those tanks, cannons, 
personnel carriers, missiles, antiaircraft weapons and other heavy weapons 
that they have lost. They cannot replace all those airplanes and helicopters 
that they have lost. For example, if they wanted to order 70 or 80 airplanes, 
they might be delivered next year. Then again, all of their orders are not 
responded to positively, because it 1s so deeply in debt that no one wants to 
risk dealing with Iraq. 


Hojjat ol-Eslam Hashemi referred to the instability of the morale of Iraq's 
army and added: The negative effect on the families and the entire nation of 
Iraq of so many of Iraq's forces having been killed or injured in this brief 
period is very strong. 


The representative of the imam on the Supreme Council for Defense added: The 
Supporters of Saddam have lost their trust in him. Loans to Iraq are not 
renewed. Italy has officially announced to its companies that it cannot 
guarantee any investments in Iraq. France, India, South Korea and others who 
have loaned a great deal to Iraq will no longer extend the loans. In 
addition, 1f Iraq 1s to pay its annual installments on its debts, it will not 
have sufficient currency revenues. For this reason, for Iraq to acquire loans 
and credit will be difficult from now on. 


Most of Iraq's forces are engaged in war and the work behind the front is in 
the hands of Egyptians and foreigners, the major part of whose salaries is 
paid in foreign currency. Now, since they cannot transfer currency, 
undoubtedly they will refuse to work. 
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In political terms also, when the uncommitted supporters of Iraq reach the 
point that investing in Iraq is not in their interest, they will lose hope 
and, necessarily, to preserve their bases, they will begin to think of a 
replacement for the Ba'th Party. 


In conclusion, Hojjat ol-Eslam Rafsanjan: asked our martyr-nurturing nation to 
be patient, not to be influenced by certain shortages and, in order to prevent 
the elements of conspiracy who create artificial shortages, to cooperate with 

the officials. 
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TEHRAN COMMENTS ON SADDAM'S DEFEAT, U.S. INTERESTS 
NC261323 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 0430 GMT 26 Aug 86 


[Commentary by the research group of the Central News Unit entitled: 
"The Repercussions of Saddam's Defeat for U.S. Interests in the Region" ] 


[Excerpts] In the past few weeks, reports by the Western news agencies 
and publications, particularly those in the United States and Great Britain, 
manifest the West's increasing apprehension in general, and that of the 
United States in particular, of the current developments in the imposed 
war and their repercussions. 


Most of the reports include the official views of the Western echelons. 
Last Thursday, State Department Spokesman Charles Redman expressed the 
United States’ anxiety on the developments at the fronts, especially the 
possible results of future operations by the Islamic Republic of Iran's 
Armed Forces. 


Thus, as is mentioned above, it is evident that the United States dreads 
the current state of affairs at the fronts in the wake of the Islamic 
Republic's victories in Al-Faw and Mehran. The fundamental question 

is: What will be the repercussions of the downfall of Saddam, the thought 
of which is already inspiring such fear among the U.S. authorities? In 
answer to this question, we should assess the results of the military 
victories achieved by the Islamic Republic over the Iraqi regime, from a 
political as well as military point of view. 


Undoubtedly, all the countries supporting Saddam and in particular those 
which did not heed Iran's warnings or advice will face immense problems. 
Foremost among those who will have to explain their policies to their 
people are Jordan's King Husayn and Egypt's Husni Mubarak. 


In the past, stories of national resistance and its subsequent victories 
have, years later, inspired oppressed nations and guided their struggles. 
Our resistant nation's military victories over an enemy who was unanimously 
supported by the world oppressors will create a victorious spirit and a 
firm determination for other Muslim nations of the region. 
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People who are battling their enemies with primitive equipment will. 


realize that by preserving unity, adopting the right path and keeping a 
firm resolve and faith in God, others have been able to subdue the enemy 
with simple equipment and defeat a treasonous, well armed enemy. 


Another potential result which is evident is the inception of an anti- 
imperialist front which has been forged by Iran, Syria and Libva and which 

is supported by the countries of the region. This can oppose the reactionary 
front which is currently propagating more ties with Israel and is considered 
the main obstruction to the struggle against U.S. imperialism. It is also 
the greatest impediment for a country's internal growth and (?prosperity). 

If we accept the fact that this reactionary front is the strongest arm of 

the United States in the region and that its preservation serves U.S. 
interests, then we can easily gauge the depth of the U.S. fears. 


The other aspect is the military importance of Iran's victories. Everyone 
knows what ‘ran's military position was at the beginning of the war. 

The armed forces’ machinery was in total disarray due to serious schisms 
in the command ranks. The exit of the courtiers affiliated with the 
(?monarchy) created a situation which made military observers rather 
pessimistic about restructing or operating the military machinery of Iran. 
Besides, the mobilization and Guards' Corps forces were still in an 


embryonic stage and were not yet totally prepared. 


However, now that we have completed the sixth year of our magnificent 


resistance, we are blessed with a strong and powerful army. The support 
of the people's sincere and devout forces has been the most important factor 
for the continuation of our resistance and a well-equipped corps. In 


contrast, the Iraqi Army has been well-supplied since the start of the 
war and has access to sophisticated armaments. Considering the fact that 
the Iraqi armed forces with its advantages of better facilities is 
suffering greater defeats daily, we can understand the greatness of our 
own military power. This raises a big question regarding the use of the 
armaments given to Iraq by world oppressors. Without any doubt, the 
strength of the Islamic Republic's armed forces will be the greatest foe 
of U.S. interests in the region and of the occupied Jerusalem regime. 
This fear was recently voiced by the State Department Assistant Secretary 
Richard Murphy at a congressional hearing in which he openly referred to 
the inefficiency of the Iraqi Armed Forces in comparison to our combatants. 


In retrospect, the prospect of a military victory by the Islamic Republic 
over Iraq can be interpreted as a strengthening of the Islamic revolution 
and Muslims in general. It also shows the heightened vulnerability of the 
reactionary front and imperialism. Obviously, U.S. interests will be 
exposed to greater damge in such circumstances, because [slamic Iran has 
thus far foiled major plots intended to topple it and has developed into 
the greatest power in the region. 
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LEBANESE MUSLIM CLERGY'S SERMONS CITED 
LD151510 Tehran Domestic Service in Persian 1030 GMT 15 Aug 86 


[Text] The Central News Unit reports from Beirut that the Lebanese 

Muslim ulema in their prayers sermons marking the blessed ‘Id al-Adha today, 
stressed the need to strengthen Muslim ranks ard called for support for 
Islamic resistance aimed at liberating the occupied territories. 


Shaykh Sa'id Sha'ban, leader of the Islamic Unification Movement, said in 
his prayers sermon today in a mosque in Tripoli, northern Lebanon, while 
lambasting the policies of the Western powers, led by the United States, 
against Islam and Muslims: The recent clash between the French UN 
peacekeeping forces and a group of Muslim fighting forces took place only 
because the UN forces in southern Lebanon constitute a single obstacle to 
the path of Islamic resistance. [Sentence as heard] He added: These 
forces’ role lies in controlling the movements of Islamic combatants. He 
then added: I only wish that the Muslims were present in southern Lebanon 
to replace the foreign forces and defend this Islamic country. 


Condemning the recent bombing of the Palestinian camps in eastern Lebanon, 
he said: Israel imagines that through barbarous means and terrorism it 
can bring the Islamic nation to its knees, but the Muslims shall prove 
their ability to defeat Israel. 


Shaykh Hasan Khalid, mufti of the Lebanese Sunni community, stressed in 

his sermon today at Imam 'Ali Mosque in West Beirut: The realization cf 
Islamic unity in Lebanon is the only just solucion to the Lebanese crisis. 

He added: Islam is the religion of justice and has called the people to 

the course of love and coexistence and enjoins them to safeguard one another's 
rights. 


Shaykh (‘Abd al-Amir Qabalan), Ja'farite mufti of Lebanon, said in his 
sermon today at Imam Husayn Mosque in southern Lebanon: Waging war against 
world blasphemy is a united issue in the Islamic world and so Muslims 
should further close their ranks and employ all their capabilities in 
waging war against the arrogant. 
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Shaykh (Qabalan) added: Continuing resistance to the Zionists, liberating 
the occupied territory in southern Lebanon from the odium of the Zionist 
occupation forces and expelling them from Lebanon are the only solution 

to the present crisis besetting Lebanon. 


In conclusion, he congratulated world and Lebanese Muslims on the blessed 
"Id al-Adha and called on them to follow the line of the prophets. 
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FIRST GROUP OF WOMEN COMPLETE MILITARY TRAINING 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 23 Jul 86 pp 1-2 


[Text] The ceremonies completing the first military 
training course by the sisters of the Jame'eh al-Zahra of 
Qom were held on Monday evening of this week in the 
presence of Ayatollah Musavi-Ardabili, in one of the 
military training centers of the mobilization in Tehran. 


According to a report by our correspondent from the public relations office of 
the oppressed mobilization unit of the Guards Corps, in these ceremonies, 
following the recitation of verses from the Koran, first one of the sister 
officials presented a report on the quality of women's military training 
programs. She said: The 10-day military training course was successfully 
completed by 200 sisters, and we hope that upon the command of his excellency 
the imam, they will prove to be competent and prepared to defend the Islamic 
mation. She added: Since the issv.ace of the imam's decree in this regard, 
during the past 4 months, 10,000 sisters have declared their readiness to take 
the training course. 


She mentioned the lack of special resources for the sisters as one cf the 
existent shortcomings and added: Because there is no special barracks for the 
sisters, this training course was held in a school. She added: The quality 
of the course was high; the sisters have been given whe same training that 
every mobilization member is given. During this time, they have been trained 
in weapons recognition, tactics, demolition and chemical defense and soon they 
will be given training in rescue operations and emergency aid. 


Then Chief Justice Ayatollah Musavi-Ardabili made a speech expressing 
congratulations on the blessed birthday of the eighth imam and said: The 
great leader of the revolution has found it necessary for women also to 
seriously participate in defense. For this reason, he suggested the’ women be 
given military defense preparedness training. Preparedness on the part of 
women to defend Islam and the country is the legitimate right of women. In 
this regard, religious standards do not discriminate between men and women. 
Defense is mandatory for every man and woman; but it is different in regards 
to a holy war decree. Defense is instinctive, also existing in animals, and 
also dictated by common sense. Now, since defense is necessary, preparedness 
for defense is also necessary. Books on religious jurisprudence state that 

















preparation for something which is necessary is mandatory. And the imam's 
issuance of a decree is based on this religious necessity. 


He then explained the sensitive situation of the Middle East region and the 
constant efforts of the superpowers to break the revolutionary spirit of our 
nation and said: Based on the mistaken policies of the oppressive monarchical 
regime, our economy has been built on exports, which the enemies know well. 
Foreign analysts say that the Saudi government has decided to continue to keep 
o1l prices low by exporting more oil. We do not think it is altogether 
unlikely that we will have another conflict over this issue, even though the 
probability may be very low. At the present, the superpowers and their 
functionaries have surrounded us, and we must be prepared. Also, referring to 
the responsibility of the sisters to defend the revolution, he said: More 
than half of our manpower consists of women. They must be more seriously 
involved in defense by participating behind the front. We have many instances 
in Islamic history of women having provided great help, even on the battle 
fields. Defense by any means is compulsory for women. You have responded 
positively to the imam's decree and have prepared yourselves for your Islamic 
duty. At the present, you are ready and progressive, may God grant you 
success. We hope that you will initiate a deep cultural movement among women. 
You must work very hard. The path you are following is very important and 
sensitive. 


He also spoke in connection with the necessity of learning religious sciences 
and added: When I spoke with his honor, the imam, concerning Jame'eh al- 
Zahra, he said: Bring in teachers of morality and provide lessons in morality 
for women. Be careful to avoid extremism and other deviations. Do not fall 
into isolationism and extremism. Do not choose to isolate yourselves and live 
separately from others. Among the young theological students we have seen 
many such instances, which must be fought against. 


He then thanked Ms Monireh Gorgi, one of the teachers of the Jame'eh al-Zahra 
theological centers, who had done very well in this program. 
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IRGC-SAIRI CALLS IRAQIS--The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps [IRGC] and 
the Supreme Assembly of the Islamic Revolution of Iraq [SAIRI] in a joint 
statement called on all Iraqi Muslim brothers to share the victories of 
the monotheistic army by taking part in the battle and thereby save the 
Iraqi Muslim people from the claws of the hamgmen of the Flaquite regime. 
The statement called on trained soldiers to call in person at Iraqi 
mobilization offices throughout Islamic Iran so that arrangements can be 
made to send them to the fronts. [Text] [Tehran Domestic Service 

in Persian 2030 GMT 27 Aug 86] /9604 
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